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Chairman  t M.  THOHEZ 

p j declare  the  session  open.  Comrade  Erooli  has  the 

* report  on  the  third  point  of  the  agenda : “The 

p**  rations  for  Imperialist  War  and  the  Tasks  of  the  Communist 

rntcniaUOJKU*  , 

[The  whole  Congress  greets  Comrade  Lrcoli  s appearance  on 
tJ  it  form  with  thunderous  applause.  All  rise  and  give  him  an 
1 eat  ion  The  Chairman,  Comrade  There/,  cries  : " Long  live  the 
leader  of  the  Italian  proletariat,  Comrade  Ercoli,  one  of  the  best 
leaders  of  the  Comintern  ! ” Applause.  ] 

Comrades,  the  problems  of  war  and  the  struggle  against  war 
have  always  been  in  the  forefront  of  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
munist International  and  the  work  of  our  Parties.  *'  Remember 
the  imperialist  ivar  " declares  the  first  appeal  which  our  Inter- 
national issued  to  the  toilers  of  the  whole  world.  This  call  for  a 
struggle  against  war  was  again  stressed  by  our  Fifth  World  Con- 
gress and  was  renewed  with  special  intensity  in  1927  and  the 
following  years,  at  the  time  when  all  the  objective  conditions  for 
the  outbreak  of  a new  imperialist  war  had  matured  and  the 
capitalist  world  was  beginning  to  slide  into  a new  world  war. 
Since  that  time  we  have  regarded  the  danger  of  a new  war  as  an 
imminent  danger,  we  have  appealed  to  the  proletariat  and  the 
wide  masses  of  toilers  to  fight  against  this  danger  and  we  have 
given  all  possible  supjtort  to  any  mass  movement  which  has  de- 
veloped on  the  basts  of  a genuine  struggle  against  imperialist  war. 

As  in  all  other  spheres,  the  outlook  determined  on  the  basis  of  a 
Marxist-Leninist  analysis  of  the  mutual  relations  in  the  capitalist 
world  has  been  confirmed  bv  the  course  of  events.  And  to-day 
who  would  dare  to  doubt  that  if  the  outbreak  of  war  has  been  de- 
layed, if  it  has  been  possible  to  avoid  the  attack  on  the  Soviet 
Union  which  was  being  prepared  for  1930-31  by  some  big  im- 
perialist Powers  (not  without  the  benevolent  aid  of  some  of  the 
leaders  of  international  Social  Democracy),  this  has  been  due  also 
to  the  fact  that  we  sounded  the  alarm  and  that  a considerable 
section  of  the  working  class  heard  our  appeal  and  responded  to  it. 

In  1928,  our  Sixth  World  Congress  worked  out  our  general  line 


, >h  . srniBirle  iur<iii»t  war.  This  **«»  ''beady  t>a, 

(trough  its  ordeal  by  iirc,  remains  pur  basic  line.  But  PrpfoJJJj 
C2S  haw*  taker.  place  in  the  .ntc.narK.tul  s,,,^ 

Sixth  World  COttprcss,  esiwaoJIy  durttiji  tl.c  Ins.!  tew  wars,  e 
„«e  repartition  0/  the  world  by  ...cam  of  armed  fo«e  )Ia,s  , A 
inthe  Far  East.  The  mutual  relations  between  the  .S.vkt  Uftj  f" 
and  the  capitalist  world  have  entered  m to  a new  phase  as  t,.  ' 
result  of  the  victory  which  Socialism  has  attained  here,  j„  „ 1 
countn-  of  the  Dictatorship  of  the  Proletariat.  '* 

New'  possibilities  have  opened  up  for  the  peace  policy  of  „ 
Sonet  Union.  The  connection  between  the  peace  policy  of  „ * 
^viet  Union  ami  the  struck  of  the  workers,  and  of  the  toiler5  • * 
eeii era  1 for  peace  is  demonstrated  more  plainly  than  it  ever  w ' 
before.  ' At  the  same  time,  fascism  has  conquered  in  ( ;<.rm  * 

and  in  a number  of  other  countries,  and  the  war  danger  } ' 
become  so  much  intensified  that  it  demands  the  greatest  efforts  0|1 
the  part  of  the  Communist  vanguard  and  of  the  working  class  t(J 
bring  together  all  the  forces  which  can  !>e  mobilised  for  tJJ 
struggle  against  the  instigators  of  war  and  for  the  defence  of  peaej 
and  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Hence  the  demand  arises  that  we  should 
make  some  changes  in  our  tactics  in  this  field  as  well,  taking  jnt0 
account  the  alterations  which  have  arisen  in  the  situation  and  in 
the  relation  of  forces. 

Comrade  Lenin  repeatedly  warned  us  by  persistently  drawing 
our  attention,  and  the  attention  of  all  workers,  to  the  difficulties 
of  the  struggle  against  war.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  “ war  ja 
' general,”  but  there  are  concrete  wars,  the  nature  of  which  follows 
Uj  from  the  nature  of  the  historical  period  in  which  they  take  place 
and  the  class  relations  obtaining  in  the  world  as  a whole  and  in 
the  warring  countries  in  particular.  This  is  why  I consider  that 
the  task  of  our  Congress,  in  its  study  of  the  problems  of  war  and 
°f  struggle  against  war,  is  not  to  repeat  what  was  said  and  done  by  I 

the  Sixth  World  Congress,  but  to  examine  and  analyse  with  the  | 
greatest  care  ail  the  new  factors  which  have  now  arisen  jj)  tjje 
international  situation  and  in  the  relations  between  classes  and* 
states,  and  which  have  an  influence  in  fixing  the  character  of  the 
war  Which  threatens  us,  and  to  draw  from  this  analysis  all  th«- 
conclusions  necessary  for  determining  our  tasks  and  establishing 

the  prospects  before  us.  esiaomb.ng 

1 THE  lNEXrur  ^TnL0PMENT  0F  CAPITALISM  I\ 

IHli  YEARS  OF  THE  CRISIS 

l he  End  of  the  Versailles  and  Washington  Systems 
1 has  "cw  b“"  — Ww  cannot  be  aSy  in  the 


■ aj  IfntUTtwO  the  birr  capitalist  Powers.  It  is  rendered  im- 
, , . t|u.  ],i iv  t,i  tbe  uneven  development  of  capitalism. 

,K^’1  rti nulc  Stalin,  in  bis  concluding  apecrh  to  the  Seventh 
c of  the  K.C-C.I.,  gave  a full  description  of  the  way  m 
f‘c”.  (|(js  |aw  ,,f  the  uneven  development  of  capitalism  manifests 

itself : 


,,  die  very  reason  thru  the  backward  countries  are 

.’j  ' jj.eir  development  and  are  attaining  the  level  of  the 
aLl°t  idt  meed  vounliies,  f«t  this  very  reason  the  struggle  becomes 
”1  1 for  the  suprtmacy  of  some  countries  over  others,  for  this 

^ ,nnVe  tsoti  lb'-  />t>"d>i7b  v nri'.  ' for  some  countries  to  surpass 
^hers  and  to  drive  them  from  the  markets,  thereby  creating  the 
eoiulitioris  for  armed  conflicts,  for  weakening  the  world  front 
'*f  .»ii  ilism  for  the  rupture  of  this  front  by  the  proletarians  in 
°f  V'1  * • ‘iwt  tries.' * 


The  period  of  the  world  economic  crisis  and  the  depression  of  a 
cjal  K|vc  us  a special  example  of  uneven  development  and 
show  us  the  results  of  this  unevenness  of  the  development  of 
cipitalistn  in  all  spheres* 

The  leading  imperialist  Powers  which  emerged  victoriously 
from  the  world  war  I toasted  that  by  the  Versailles  and  Washington 
Treaties  they  had  created  lasting  stability  in  international  re- 
lations, and  permanent  order  both  on  a European  and  world  scale. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  happened. 


The  Versailles  Treaty  was  based  on  the  following  points : — 

1.  The  maintenance  of  the  defeated  countries,  especially  Ger- 
many. in  a state  of  political  inferiority,  and  their  spoliation  by  the 
victor  states; 

2.  An  agreement  between  the  victor  states  for  dividing  the 
spoils  of  war,  for  fixing  the  frontiers  of  Europe  and  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  colonies  and  colonial  mandates  in  such  a way  as  to 
establish  their  hegemony  throughout  the  world; 

3.  The  preparation  of  economic  blockade  and  armed  counter- 
revolutionary intervention  against  the  country  of  the  dictatorship 
of  the  proletariat. 

For  its  part,  the  Washington  Treaty  established  the  relations  of 
forces  between  the  big  naval  Powers,  especially  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  the  Treaty  considering  the  huge  territory  of  China  as  an 
immediate  field  of  expansion  for  the  big  imperialist  brigands  and 
seeking  to  regulate  their  desperate  competition  and  struggle  in 
connection  with  the  conquest  and  plunder  of  Chinese  territory. 

From  the  outset  it  was  found  that  it  was  impossible  to  realise  a 
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. / .h*  claused  of  these  treaties.  The  plans  f„r 

UT*r  |M[‘ ri.  icki.ifi  the  Soviet  Kepuhlic  were  >l.,i.vu,|  |,v  „ ‘ 
circling  anti  attac  fc  Soviet  workers  and  peasant . and  J,}.  „ *■ 

dercic  slruRgle.  iiu,(j  itl  (he  civil  war,  untlvi  Hie  h-n.|,.rsIli  ' 
ofCSn  a!S  Stalin!  and  with  Hie  «tlve  WP° « -f  the  in|* 

national  prolt  • * however,  that  the  contradictions  ai. 

, I(  VSiStwwn  the  victor  Powers  themselves  that  h»<l  iinpo^J 
JJSfiJlS  treaties  W*  were  in  mutual  rivalry,  and  this  rivalry 
Astound  ultimately  to  smash  up  the  whole  system  establish^ 
hr  these  post-war  treaties. 

When  the  crisis  took  place,  the  uneven ues  of  the  develop,,,,..* 

of  capitalism  became  still  further  accentuated . 1 her v were  sharp 

oi  til*  iuiii  hiw  gxncrieitrcn  thf*  w,.  . . 


of  can  til  fern  Became  sun  "77,  " . « . . 

breaks  and  jumps.  The  countries  which  had  experienced  the  most 

rapid  rise  and  the  greatest  prosperity  were  the  first  t-.  be  throu-p 

into  the  crisis  and  experienced  its  consequences  most  severely. 

In  other  countries,  as  was  the  case  in  Prance  last  year,  the  level 

of  production  fell  just  when  the  greater  part  of  the  capitalist  world 

was  already  registering  a rise.  This  creates  new  .political 

instability  and  gives  the  development  of  international  illations  a 

feverish  character  which  becomes  accentuated  year  by  year  during 


the  crisis. 

Inside  each  country,  the  results  of  the  crisis  and  the  methods 
used  by  the  ruling  classes  to  find  a way  out  of  the  crisis  and  to 
throw  the  cost  of  the  crisis  on  to  the  backs  of  the  toilers  ai  cot  such 
character  as  to  cause  an  increase  in  the  aggressiveness  of  the 
‘imperialist  bourgeoisie  and  an  ever-greater  tension  in  international 
relations.  The  enormous  increase  of  unemployment,  the  re- 
duction of  wages,  the  impoverishment  of  the  toiling  peasantry, 
the  lowering  of  the  standard  of  Jiving  of  all  the  toilers,  with  an 
extreme  contraction  of  the  home  market  in  each  country,  give 
ise  to  an  intensified  struggle  for  foreign  markets  and  sharpen 
competition  on  the  world  market  to  an  extreme  degree.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  growth  of  the  concentration  of  capital  and 
monopolies  (which  in  all  countries  is  also  speeded  up  by  the  crisis) 
helps  to  increase  the  imperialist  aggressiveness  of  the  bourgeoisie. 
In  every  country,  the  most  reactionary  elements  of  the  bourgeoisie 
orientate  themselves  on  war.  These  elements  regard  war  as  the 
best  means,  and,  at  a particular  time,  as  the  sole  means  of  over- 
coming the  difficulties  produced  by  the  crisis. 


Tlie  following  declaration, 
cynicism,  was  to  be  read 
magazine : — 


unprecedented  in  its  frankness  and 
some  months  ago  in  a Swedish 
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I jav  {-  in  no  way  different  from  what  it  was  formerly. 

••  War  » dcmillui  for  shipping,  the  risks  of  transport  will 

' of  good*  will  nls.,  rise,  M*citlatio.i  will  grow 

.,row,  the  I „„  tin*  contrary  war  docs  noi  tome,  Uu 

ftroPfSer:tl  ‘.jit'  h.;vc  to  wait  for  a long  time  f«r  a natural  improve- 

«**•  s££?i.  '» sliu '« 

111*"1' 

. in  which  we  read  the  irrevocable  condemnation 
This  0FjmI' * ' ls  ;ts  ho]»irs  in  destruction,  death  ami  war,  is 

©f  * cluiraeteristic  of  the  stale  of  mind  created  among  the 

thoroug  ^ ,|!0  cHsis. 

boure  . ‘ SMh„re  0f  international  economic  relations,  the  most 
1,1  ,1C- f.,ct  of  the  crisis  is  the  shrinkage  of  trade,  which 
characterist  • b on  lht.  contrary,  has  become  more  pro- 

haS  d m the  years  of  depression.  This  shrinkage  is  to  a great 
no u need  m Vt  of  the  tariff  barriers  which  each  country  has 

! its  frontiers  to  protect  its  shrunken  and  exhausted  home 
Cre,w.  The  crisis  has  finally  buried  the  system  of  free  trade. 
ra^  capitaTist  lias  now  only  one  aim,  that  of  selling  at  the  highest 
c hle  nriee  to  the  toilers  of  his  own  country,  who  are  im- 
Slhed  by  the  crisis,  and  to  guarantee  himself  an  extra  margin 
*7 profit  by  selling  on  foreign  markets  at  the  lowest  possible  price 
To  as  to  defeat  the  competition  of  Ins  rivals. 

The  plans  for  the  organisation  of  so-called  autarky  of  produc  * 

. are  only  a deceptive  mask  for  the  increased  economic 
' ressiveness  of  tlie  bourgeoisie  in  each  country.  Dumping  is 
becoming  the  rule  for  all  the  big  capitalist  countries.  This  makes 
for  a breach  of  all  the  existing  commercial  treaties,  and  the 
struggle  for  the  conclusion  of  new  treaties  develops  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  tension  and  of  actual  economic  war.  lo  avoid  bank- 
ruptcy, the  small  countries  are  compelled  to  submit  to  the 
conditions  imposed  on  them  by  the  stronger  countries.  The 
biggest  capitalist  states,  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  were 
the  first  to  resort  to  the  devaluation  of  their  currencies  as  a means 
of  strengthening  their  position  on  the  world  market  and  beating 
their  opponents.  Currency  chaos,  only  to  be  compared  with  that 
of  the  worst  years  immediately  following  the  war,  deprives  inter- 
national economic  relations  of  all  stability,  changes  the  traditional 
appearance  of  the  markets,  artificially  creates  new  trends  of 
commerce,  destroys  the  most  firmly  established  i>ositions,  brings 
about  the  most  unexpected  changes  and  reactions.  Thus,  a state 
of  actual  economic  war,  the  preface  and  preparation  for  a war 
fought  with  armed  forces,  is  being  created  throughout  the  world. 
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Athw  jne  to  divoli  for  a moment  cm  the  on  lore  u*  exarn 
Niooitc of  Jjpjtn,  which  t**  fin4  mn^f  Uk 

iere-  The  rnfv  at  which  Japan  h^  achieved  its  r ^ ^t(,f 
wnrion  during  recent  ye:ir<  ha*  im  pnvolvm  in  i|Ul 


spflae  me  row  ni  annerea  1 1%  CrjJj  11 

^xpanrion  during  recent  years  has  no  precedent  in  thG  Ij.v?*1® 
the  commerce  of  'capitalist  countries  in  tin  w esu-rn  fj , 'l°rV  rjf 
Pacific  Ocean,  Japan  has  particularly  strung  them-, I it*  ^ of  Ht* 
positions.  Japanese  exports  t*>  these  countries,  which  am, 
to  ^7,000,000  yen  in  ryjii,  ro^  to  KS.jkopo,o.>o  in  un;*  j)!JnN 
the  same  period,  the  exports  of  the  USA.  to  the  same  nmrfc  . 
from  \4i ,000,000 dollars  to  262(o<*v>oo  dollars,  and  r ? ^1J 

Britain  from  ^30,000,000  to  ^4,000,000.  I11  i fn,*  J>utcti  J ±r5*t 

Japanese  trade  has  defeated  all  comjietitors  and  has  0 
the  first  place.  The  textile  market  in  Indonesia  was  cat./? 


trated  into  the  markets  of  the  Near  Hast,  driving  out  c ^ 
Britain,  Italy  and  the  other  countries.  Xn  China,  Japan*, 
ports,  which  fell  as  a result  of  the  boycott  by  the  people  1^* 
the  period  of  the  revolutionary  upsurge,  have  in  the  recc|  Ur,nt 
begun  to  develop  rapidly  again  owing  to  the  support  (>f f>As* 
Nanking  Government.  The  increase  of  Japanese  cxno  **** 
Central  and  South  America  is  particularly  striking,  s To 

The  part  played  by  the  colonial  and  dependent  count ri 
Japanese  exports  is  larger  than  in  the  exports  of  anv  Je* 
country-.  Moreover,  what  is  particularly  important  is  th  t** 
proportion  of  exports  taken  by  colonies  belonging  to  other  * 
tries  15  greater  in  the  case  of  Japan  than  for  any  other  imni^°?.m 
country*.  Thus,  Japan  has  driven  Great  Britain  from  the  noJv  * 
Which  she  has  so  long  occupied  of  being  the  biggest*? 
exporter  in  the  whole  world.  ‘ ,cxt'Ie 

By  the  penetration  of  its  trade  into  the  colonies  and 

HSS^^«££ 

measures  by  increasino- ff//anL^€  bf)“r?C0,SJC  replies  to  these 
! r^Te^ndou"  place/"  th,S 

men  anti  women  of  Japan  and  on  th*  ? UM*“  oi  tfle  Working 

*“* 5 th*  »*»  of  the  “** 

an<*  the  policy  of  l*r  nrovotJ*1*™**  ,mperiaI«st  1 

ar  provocation  pursued  by  the 


rM-  militiiiv  clitpK-  ohjeitivvly  have  their  ro^ts  in  a tlass 
^ V bnsed  on  the  in i cry  and  starvation  of  the  widest  masses  of 
£ jMfopfe  in  the  country. 

'I’Ik-  if  - m tit*-  < ■•ciotnic  relations  between  thv 

dominant  iiD[>cri>ili‘<t  countries  under  tin*  blows  of  the  (.risk  have, 
therefore.  been  the  i in  mediate  uii'i  «,f  the  undermining  and 
destruction  of  the  i '-'t-war  treaties.  Under  the  pressure of  Ilritish 
imperialbnt,  which  at  a definite  [>eriod  was  interested  in  the 
economic  and  political  riw  of  Germany,  France  has  become 
convinced  " of  the  necessity  of  K&ainiDg  from  the  use  of  force 
to  extort  the  billions  of  reparation  payments  from  the  C.erman 
pet»pk-.  Nevertheless,  in  1031,  at  the  height  of  the  crisis,  the 
former  allies  still  considered  it  possible  to  demand  from  Germany 
the  payment  of  the  huge  sum  of  2,500,000,000  marks  per  year  for 
a rn-riod  of  62  years-  It  was  the  intervention  of  the  United  States, 
compelled  thereto  by  the  crisis,  that  resulted  in  the  complete 
collapse  of  this  part  of  the  Versailles  Treaty. 

When  the  fascists  came  to  power  in  Germany  at  the  beginning 
of  1033,  three-quarters  of  the  Versailles  system  had  already  been 
reduced  t<>  nothing.  The  so-called  unilateral  acts  which  have  re- 
sulted in  its  further  liquidation,  were  equally  the  result  of  a con- 
cealed but  desperate  struggle  between  the  big  imperialist  Powers. 
These  acts  include  the  refusal  of  the  Hitler  Government  to  fulfil 
the  obligations  arising  under  the  Young  Plan,  the  re-establish- 
ment of  compulsory  military  service  for  the  entire  German  people 
and  the  creation  of  a new  and  powerful  German  army  and  a naval 
and  air  fleet. 


At  the  present  time,  all  that  is  left  of  the  Versailles  system  is 
the  post-war  European  frontiers  and  the  partition  of  the  colonies 
and  the  colonial  mandates.  That  is  to  say,  nothing  remains  except 
that  which  can  only  be  destroyed  by  open  armed  force,  by  means 
of  violence  and  war.  On  the  other  hand,  nothing  at  all  is  left  of 
the  Washington  i rc.il)  . 1 lie  sections  of  this  treutv,  which  fixed 

the  relation  of  forces  between  the  big  naval  Powers,  have  been 
denounced  and  have  given  place  to  a mad  race  in  naval  arma- 
ments. The  armies  of  the  Japanese  imperialists  which  occupied 
Manchuria  and  North  China  without  regard  to  protests  from 
Geneva  and  from  the  pacifists,  and  which  are  now  continuing  their 
march  towards  the  occupation  of  all  Chinese  territory  have 
crushed  under  foot  the  last  traces  of  the  Washington  agreements. 

Comrades,  the  Communist  International  and  the  Communist 
Parttes  of  the  various  countries  concerned  have  been  in  the  fore- 
front  of  the  fight  against  the  predatory  post-war  treaties  We 


0 


sion 

tQU) 

K.ver 


V w---  . . , H *t1  . . V*1  JlfcU 

itiM  been  formed,  denounced  the  \ MNiille*  jwaee  .is  « i^recla.  *1 
no ico  We  formulated  this  unreserved  comlvm.mti.m  at ,„  *» 

when  the  leaders  of  international  Social  Democracy  were 
their  sit! nature  to  the  Versailles  Treaty  and  were  |>r:iisin8  it',1*1* 
work  of  justice,  as  the  beginning  of  a new  era  of  inters, ti  “s  * 
collaboration  and  " the  organisation  of  world  peace.”  J,1al 


Ue  do  not  have  to  withdraw  a single  word  uf  our  condemn-,.  ■ 
of  the  Versailles  Treaty.  But  at  the  present  moment,  when  IT 
collapse  and  end  of  the  Versailles  Treaty  is  one  of  the  cj,- 
elements  characterising’  the  present  si  l tint  ton,  it  is  our  duty  ;0  jI,e* 
squarely  the  were  situation  confronting  the  proletariat  of  the  enr^ 

a, i.l  ia  a.il.ipmtiwi  nnr  nil-1  thi-  f:mk>c  nf  fit..  .....  i 


world  and  to  determine  our  task's  anil  the  tasks  of  the  proJctar- 
in  the  light  of  this  new  situation.  This  is  still  not  understood 
everyone,  especially  by  certain  groups  of  pacifists  for  whom  th 
struggle  against  the  Versailles  Treaty  becomes  at  times  a pj-e, , 
for  closing  their  eyes  to  the  aggressive  policy  and  war  provocati  ** 
of  German  National-Socialism  and  for  deflecting  the  attention  0,1 
the  toilers  from  the  necessity  of  concentrating  their  efforts  on  tj 
struggle  against  the  chief  instigators  of  a new  imperialist  war  ° 
We  Communists  were  the  only  ones  who  have  consistent! 
waged  a struggle  for  the  liquidation  of  the  Versailles  'Treaty.  ]j  ' 
we  always  carried  on  this  struggle  as  a struggle  for  the  social  an , 
national  demands  of  the  masses  and  for  revolution. 

" Our  struggle  against  the  Versailles  system,”  declared  Coi> 
rade  Thalmann  at  the  historic  meeting  in  Paris  on  October  , 1 


it  , , , o --- vvtuytr 

has  nothing  in  common  with  the  imperialist  demands  an  i 
nationalist  propaganda  of  the  German  bourgeoisie  and  7i 
-National  Socialists.  . ..  We  want  to  destroy  both  tj,C 

I3t I filinrpviitrtrt  ActnKf idi A/l  i u a if *n 'T'  *10 


national  oppression  established  by  the  Versailles  Treaty  and  ^ 
social  oppression  of  the  toilers  caused  by  the  system  of  canitnl.i? 

profit.  . Qur  fight  afiaiast  the  Versailles  Treaty  i^a'ifi'if, 
or  ttage>  and  bread,  a light  for  liberty,  a fight  for  Socialism.’^ 

omrades,  we  fought  for  the  destruction  of  the  post-war  tron* 

a ong  t e path  of  social  and  national  emancipation.  That  which 

n°Mng  in  ■ -» •».  Usf  as 

t-  is** 

which  has  resulted  from  thfc  u V 1 ^ situation 

German  7”  *“? 

WKS  a - „,««  " after  .he  t*Z  3®ZSSSt 


nnissfau  generate  -it  Breu-Liuivi*.  It  is  this  menace,  which 
tbl‘  . ||)i;  jmisi  scri'Hi>,  that  we  lake  .is  our  starting  1w,,|it  in 

is  1 it  ion  iii  the  situenle  against  imperialism  ami  wai. 


Je*r7niestions,  all  existing  conflicts  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
acute  II  tuniilig  j H ji tit  in  the  headlong  armaments  race.  A new 
it  mar  ^ ^ jor  ;J,C  redivision  of  the  world  is  not  only  in- 
iuiperia  ^ ^ on|v  prepared  for  in  ail  its  details  by  every 

fv,tl*:a list  Tower,  but  can  break  out  and  surprise  us  at  any 


imiH-nahst 

moment. 


IT  THE  STRENGTH  OF  THE  SOVIET  UNION.  THE 
tapAXESE  PLANS  OF  AGGRESSION  AND 

THE  drive  of  fascism 

Comrades,  the  capitalist  world  is  hurling  itself  into  a new  war. 
\y  .set  ourselves  the  task  to  determine  concretely  whence  the  war 
danger  comes  to-day,  who  are  the  present  instigators  of  war,  what 
kind  of  war  it  is  that  they  want  to  kindle  and  are  already  pre- 
paring- To  answer  these  questions  we  must  concentrate  our 
attention  on  three  fundamental  facts,  as  follows  : - 

(1)  The  powerful  rise  of  the  Soviet  l nion. 

(2)  The  attack  of  the  Japanese  military  clique  in  the  Far  East. 

(i)  The  drive  of  fascism  in  Europe,  and  especially  in  Germany. 


The  Powerful  Rise  of  the  Soviet  Union 
The  development  of  the  forces  of  revolution  has  always  been  one 
of  the  factors  with  the  greatest  influence  on  international  inter- 
relations. But  the  present  rise  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  a fact  of  a 
new  order,  and  its  historic  importance  is  far  in  excess  of  anything 
known  in  the  whole  of  previous  history.  It  is  a fact  which  is 
already  breaking  the  framework  of  the  old  capitalist  world,  which 
overthrows  all  existing  interrelations,  and  determines  a new  line 
of  development  of  the  whole  international  situation. 

The  Soviet  Union,  which  has  become  stronger  from  all  points  of 
view,  both  internally  and  in  its  international  relations,  is  the  only 
constant,  stable  and  solid  force  which  can  serve  as  the  support  for 
a policy  of  defending  peace.  Such  a consolidation  of  the  inter- 
national position  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  the  direct  result  of  the 
strengthening  of  the  position  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat 
and  Socialism  in  all  spheres  of  the  life  of  the  country. 

In  iqiS-20,  the  armies  of  intervention  sent  against  the  Land  of 


: 1 


ihu  Soviets 


hv  the  Jintciiu-  lowers  had  *wi  their  side  the  fOTciti 


forces  of  the  iftiir 
rolling  nnd  arming 


von  don  against  the  Soviet  Union,  were  relying  on  the  supJ(f)rt  of' 

COunteMevolutionflry  organisation  which  embraced  ill  ,h 

elements  hostile  to  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  within  th- 


country. 


The  changes  in  the  relation  of  forces  which  have  taken  [>]ac 
in  the  Soviet  Union  of  recent  years,  and  which  are  an  expression 
of  the  final  and  irrevocable  victory  of  socialism  over  capitalist 
gave  a final  death  blow  to  these  criminal  plans  of  attack  againsj 
the  Soviet  Union.  They  have  destroyed  any  possibility  for  ^ 
con n ter-iwol u t i onaiy  annies  of  intervention  to  lount  on  receiving 
support  within  the  U.S-S.K.  from  the  classes  hostile  to  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat. 

But  this  increased  class  homogeneity  in  the  population  of  tht. 
Soviet  Union  is  not  the  only  element  which  we  must  take  into 
consideration.  The  point  is  not  merely  the  fact  that,  as  against 
the  capitalist  countries,  the  proletarians  and  collective  farmers  of 
the  Soviet  Union  constitute  a compact  mass  of  constructors  of  the 
new  socialist  society,  determined  to  defend  the  victories  of  the 
revolution  hy  all  their  means  and  at  the  cost  of  t heir  lives.  The 
technical  equipment  of  the  Soviet  country,  which  is  the  result  of 
the  victorious  completion  of  the  First  Five-Year  Plan  and  the 
fulfilment  of  the  first  half  of  the  Second  Five-Year  Plan,  allows 
them  to  regard  the  prospect  of  an  attack  by  the  imperialist  coun. 
tries  with  full  confidence  in  their  own  forces.  It  is  sufficient  to 
recall  a few  figures  bearing  on  the  development  of  heavy  industry 
in  the  Soviet  Union. 

/ he  share  of  the  former  tsarist  empire  in  world  production  of 
pig-iron  in  1013  was  only  5.3  per  cent.  The  share  of  the  Soviet 
t n:on  in  193$  was  only  3.7  per  cent.,  while  at  the  end  0/  1034  it 
was  already  16.7  per  cent.  (Applause.)  At  the  end  of  1934 ' the 
Soviet  ( nion  took  second  place  in  the  production  of  pig-iron  i 

coming  after  the  United  States  but  before  Great  Britain  and 

3 7ZTcent(/iPPlaUSC  ) As  iOT  $tee1,  the  corresP°n(Jin?  figures  are 

isrssar 39  ,)er  wnt  in  i928,  and  117  per  cent  in 
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1 cim  serve  better  than  these  figures  to  emphasise  the 
",  ,,s  historic  importance  of  the  [tolicy  of  the  C.P.S.L  ., 
ir<'  „,,r  t|lc  leadership  of  Comrade  -Stalin,  has  ensured  the 
Wbi®  (.f,[i)]>letir>»  of  the  Five-Year  Plan  and  has  thus^ created 

JcWm«U1'  * * - - . .?  * it  1 I10I  waci! 

+ 1 


the 

ltd 


vi®‘or,m,V;  ; radical  alteration  in  the  relation  of  forces  between 
(he  b*S»  , „nion  J|iuj  t]lt.  capitalist  countries.  In  the  sphere  of 
th*  **  . lt,r(.m:th  and  the  defensive  capacity  of  the  Soviet  l men. 
jnilitao  . country  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat 

this  . ftn  arn,ej  forcc  and  n capacity  for  defence  which  are 

has  *lMS inferior  to  those  of  any  capitalist  country.  The 
io  ‘ , peasants'  armies,  which  in  the  heroic  years  of  the 

w:or,  ,‘!rr  ‘re  still  only  armies  in  the  process  of  construction  and 
dvU  “L-orning  the  difficulties  of  the  transition  period  from 
1VtrC  hmonts  of  Red  Guards,  full  of  enthusiasm  but  only  slightly 
disciplined  and  badly  equipped,  into  a regular,  centralised  and 
Ll  army  equipped  according  to  the  most  modern 
dlShnime  have  been  transformed  into  the  Workers’  and  Peasants’ 
Sd  Amy.  which  has  liven  completely  reconstructed  on  the  basts 
of  the  most  modern  technique  and  the  industrial  progress  of  the 

■ I tu  Red  Army  has  been  transformed  from  a backward  arm} 
into  modern,  up-to-date  army.  It  has  in  industry  a basis  of  pro- 
duction which  can  manufacture  all  modern  imp. entente  of  war. 
n;i^,  ■«  T.ctiin  Stalin  and  the  Red  Army.  ) 


In  the  Far  East,  where  the  direct  menace  of  an  imperialist 
attack  is  greater,  the  frontiers  of  the  Soviet  Union  have  ceased  to 
be  defenceless  frontiers.  They  are  defended  by  an  army  which 
has  at  its  disposal  its  own  military  economic  base  and  its  own 
highly  developed  war  industry.  (Applause.) 

This  amazing  rise  of  the  economic  and  military  power  of  the 
Soviet  Union  is  accompanied  by  the  continual  growth  of  the 
sympathy  for  and  devotion  to  the  workers’  state  exhibited  by  the 
proletariat  and  the  wides  masses  of  the  people  throughout  the 
capitalist  world. 

The  tremendous  authority  enjoyed  by  the  Soviet  Union  not 
only  among  the  Communist  vanguard,  but  also  among  the  Social 
Democratic  and  non -Party  workers,  among  the  small  peasants, 
the  petty  bourgeoisie,  the  intellectuals  and  the  youth,  the  fact 
that  millions  of  people  are  ready  to  fight  for  the  defence  of  the 
Soviet  Union  with  all  their  strength,  are  among  the  very  important 
factors  responsible  for  the  fact  that  the  country  of  the  dictatorship 
of  the  proletariat  has  so  strong  a position  as  against  the  capitalist 
stales. 


‘3 


TnkJii#  ill!  these  element*  into  roflsiileriiliaMi,  the  eonC| tt 

ifNif  m mult  itacJi  fa  iltat  the  rthilma  Mwmii  the  Soviet  UuN 
inn!  the  mplMlbt  #hitvH  have  entered  a ikmv  tju,  /’l^l 

future  (Jf  which  i*  tho  growing  nuthurfiy  of  the  country  of 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  end  Its  pence  policy, 

U't*  rep^ix'ujwiions  of  this  new  fart  in  all  JiuliK  f}(  j 
n vUotwt  polk}',  am!  we  must  most  cart  fulJy  (nice  it  in|Q  4UV(*  ^ 
in  determining  our  policy,  nt 


The  Aggrt&sion  of  Japanese  Imperialism  in  the  Far  Fast 
l Let  us  now  see  what  is  happciifntf  in  the  capitalist  world. 

The  imjwriflJiiit  fxnvcr  that  is  the  most  Ui;n  ■ 

feverishly  preparing  for  war,  and  is  already  waging  war,  is  u^,15 
out  doubt  Japan,  Since  io.{t  bellicose  Japanese  iinperialtaiti  jj,U 
set  about  changing  the  map  of  the  world  by  armed  fortx\  Afi^^ 
the  military  seizure  of  Manchuria,  Japanese  impcrinliMn  |>roeL^.^Jf 
lo  occupy*  Northern  China;  it  openly  showed  its  intent jfJfI  * 
establishing  its  protectorate  over  all  China,  mid  is  now  prep;ir-  ** 
to  continue  its  further  advance  towards  the  centre  of  Chinn,  aul 
by  its  Kuomiutang  agents,  who  betrayed  the  Chinese  people  ^ i 
its  struggle  for  independence  and  national  liberation,  4 ^ 

The  aim  pursued  by  imperialist  Japan  and  openly  avowed  j 
its  statesmen,  is  the  establishment  of  Japanese  hegemony  t ^ 
merely  in  the  bar  East,  but  in  all  Eastern  Asia  and  alone 
western  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  To  attain  this  goal,  jiU)  lG 

requires,  first  of  all,  to  create  a raw  material  base  for  its  ht- ^ 
industry,  ^ 

J ,u‘  J*I«nese  militarists  required  the  conquest  of  Maiiohn..- 
anti  of  Northern  China  so  as  to  have  a base  for  at  luck  in  e *i!* 
•Soviet  frontiers  and  to  create  a specious  hinterland  for  the  in,,,  ° 
M‘hich  ml!  conduct  this  attack.  It  is  well  known  that  the  re  I util 
«f  forces  the  Far  Fast  at  the  present  time  is  such  thn 
« ^ Soviet  Union  presents  itself  to  Japa n J \ ^ 

“ct  ~:7;r, b br  frora  i>e7  « iss 

11,0  olhirl, ami,  • 

l Dion  and  of  the  Red  Annv  ,ir;  */i  w,“s  s,ren«*o  of  the  Soviet 
niifitarists  to  come  out  ae-ifn  •(•  * *?  01051  aff8r<fSS,ve  Japanese 

in  favour  of  using  -ill  n,l  S,  a°?-  Iws^)onc,nent  of  the  ivar  and 

finding  allies  thaf  could  enable ' hTm^t  “f  p6ssiWc  a»d 

m*ead  of  P“M/ag  it  off  until  ^.morrow.  **“  ^ t0‘d^ 

" defence  of  the  site/* published  rT^P  °°  the  So*call«*  I 

Japanese  General  Staff  in  October,  1534  ^ BureaU  °f  the 


m \\\  (lih  ft  c * rnti' -idrr.iiirm  f if  th«*  . ittv.wir  military  Mrrnglh 
ihu  Soviet  I uioji  | a ■.  ui]**  i on  l he  nature  of  the  in- 

<jf  . fi;  u\  th<  r s s r 11  the  Japanate  Eiim*1*1,  i1<h_*s  not  com- 
lt  r,((i  j|H  urmanu  iit  - ;r«  a counterpoise  Ur  the  powerful  Red  Army, 

P ||,  lenticular  il  <lun  IIOl  M ren^t fu  n the  power  of  air 
)l,l\  j(  ivj||  U very  difficult  to  do  ^o  to  morrow 

^ m And  it  Is  Avperfluoufi  to  stress  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 

forces  new  ill  Mimclmkiio.'* 

This  tendency  to  ic-cviittiute  On-  situation  in  the  Par  Hast 
.luniinntc-i  the  v.  hole  of  Japanese  policy;  it  was  manifested  hy  the 
L-fn-'ul  to  conclude  a ttnn-aggrc  sion  pact  with  the  Soviet  Union, 
hy  the  int rin ues  through  which  Japanese  diplomacy  links  itself 
with  the  instigator-’  of  v.'.tr  arid  the  enemies  of  the  Soviet  Union 
in  Ktirojic,  hy  the  increased  war  preparations  now  being  carried 

t |,v  (he  Japanese  generals  in  Manchuria,  hy  tin-  feverish  con- 
struction in  the  latter  region  of  new  railway  lines  and  strategic 
roads,  by  efforts  to  create  an  autonomous  industrial  base  on  the 
Asiatic  continent,  in  Manchuria,  for  the  Japanese  army,  by  the 
continued  provocations  on  live  Soviet  frontiers  on  the  part  of 
0j,«ressive  Japanese-Manchurian  circles  and  their  repeated  efforts 
10  provoke  an  armed  conflict  with  the  Mongolian  People's 
Republic. 

This  aggressive  policy  of  Japan  is  the  result  of  the  entire 
domestic  and  foreign  situation  of  Japanese  imperialism.  It  must 
not  be  forgotten,  comrades,  that  modern  Japan  is  the  country  of 
the  deepest  and  sharpest  class  differentiation.  It  is  a country  in 
which  the  semi-feudal  oppression  of  the  masses  of  starving 
peasants  is  coupled  with  the  most  hideous  capitalist  exploitation. 
Preparation  for  war  is  reflected  in  the  whole  life  of  the  country. 
While  inflation  and  war  orders  are  producing  an  increase  in  pro- 
duction and  in  the  profits  of  the  armament  manufacturers,  real 
wages  arc  falling.  They  have  dropped  by  20  per  cent,  as  a result 
of  inflation  alone,  and  by  66  per  cent,  for  agricultural  workers. 
The  working  hours  are  as  high  as  14-18  a day.  In  the  countryside 
there  arc  not  less  than  two  million  starving  families,  which  means 
8-10  million  persons.  Need  one  be  astonished  if  the  aggressive 
circles  of  the  Japanese  bourgeoisie  regard  as  a challenge  the  very 
fact  of  the  existence  of  the  country  of  Socialism,  the  uninterrupted 

growth  of  well-being  for  the  masses  and  the  freedom  of  the  wonles 
in  the  U.S.S.R.?  1 

The  existence  of  the  Chinese  Soviet  Republic  and  its  revolu- 
tionary victories  still  further  increase  the  aggressiveness  of  the 
Japanese  brigands.  The  Soviet  regime  established  in  a territory 


inhabited  by  i.»  million  |»ople  ami  an  army  „t  Sl 

linn  iiK'ii : lure  i>  a new  «i«ant.V  breach  m l .,  capitalist  iv0r,' 
here  is  a gigantic  !’•'.<  ier  «»  the  ualisilmn  ol  the  plans  l(f  pi,JJi 
of  the  Japanese  brigands.  The  Japanese  n.iperml.s.s  and  k ^ 
Who  consider  themselves  the  VWIguard  of  the  whole  capit3 


world  in  ©wiiiising  and  provoking  war  a«anw  Dv  N-vu-t 
look  on  Soviet  China  as  a ’"ortal  enemy  that  they  want 
hilate  al  all  costs. 

The  policy  of  expansion  pursued  by  the  Japanese  RenL»roj5  . 
the  most  reactionary  class  policy*  I heir  baynnet.s  arc  directed 
primarily  and  above  all  against  the  revolution,  but  the  forces  of 
the  revolution  will  unite  and  fi£ht  with  the  utmost  vigour  ana 
enthusiasm  to  foil  their  criminal  plans.  Conn  ad es,  j \ 
which  day  by  day  for  the  past  four  years  has  threat  tied  Ule  pJ 
Eastern  frontiers  of  the  Soviet  Union  has  still  not  broken  out, 
owe  it  exclusively  to  the  far-sighte<I  and  courageous  peace  i>ol icy 
pursued  by  the  Soviet  L nion,  (Applause,)  We  greet  this  JKdicy 
Anti  it  will  be  legitimate  for  us  at  the  same  time  to  send  henriJ 


greetings  from  the  platform  of  this  Congress  to  the  glorious  Rcj 
Army  standing  on  guard  at  the  For  Eastern  frontiers  of  0llr 
Socialist  Fatherland.  (Stormy  and  prolonged  applause.  T/lc 
delegates  rise J 

Comrades  of  the  Far  Eastern  Red  Army,  if  the  Japanese  bandit 
starts  an  attack  and  you  rise  in  overwhelming  strength  to  repel  it 
and  to  make  every  imperialist  bandit  lose  for  ever  the  inclination 
to  make  such  attacks,  be  sure  that  throughout  the  world,  under 
the  leadership  of  our  Communist  Parties,  millions  of  toilers  wi]j 
support  your  fight  with  all  their  strength,  to  aid  you  to  break  the 
backbone  of  our  class  enemy.  The  Workers1  and  Peasants1 
Red  Army  in  alliance  with  the  international  proletariat  constitute 
a power  which  no  one  will  ever  be  able  to  conquer*  (Applause.) 

I he  Drive  of  Fascism,  the  Principal  Instigator  of  War 

Comrades,  the  victory  of  fascism  in  Germany  and  in  a number 
of  other  countries  in  Europe  and  the  general  offensive  of  the  fas- 
cist movement  is  the  third  new  fact  contributing  to  determine  the 
international  situation  to  which  I wish  to  draw  your  attention. 

The  drive  of  fascism  is  a reactionary  response  of  decaying 
capi  ahsm  to  the  triumph  of  Socialism  in  the  country  of  the  die- 
tatorship  of  the  proletariat.  It  proceeds  side  by  side  with  an 

SZlml  r„!arp?-ung. of  the  cIass  struS2|e>  and  hence  also  with  an 
e tensih cation  of  the  danger  of  war.  Comrade  Stalin  has 


, ii v drawn  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  fascist  die- 
rcpi.ntctu>  of  th(.  (urms  of  orgiiiiisniii.ii  of  the  hinterland  ot 

10  I .re^isie  for  the  new  war.  The  fascist  dictatorship  is 
d*  m.ud  ui.  with  the  preparations  for  war,  and  it  gives  the 
dirc<  - . for  ||je  nvw  imperialist  war  a particular  stamp 

preparin'  ^ tUjvv  of  js  the  most  clearly  expressed 

||Uj|Hl  world1*  sliflinjc  into  a new  world  war.  lhe 

f°rl)1  ” of  German  National-Socialism,  which  is  the  most  nggres- 

'•Kl.°c'uictv  of  fascism,  is  not  merely  the  victory  of  a party  based 

sive  (he  '1HSt  unbridled  chauvinism  and  setting  the  unleashing 

“f011  as  its  immediate  goal.  It  is  likewise  the  victory  of  a parly 

uVh  proclaims  without  any  reticence  that  its  immediate  aim  is 

VV  undertake  a counter-revolutionary  war  against  the  Soviet 

. thL,  revolutionary  movement  of  the  working  class  and  the 

.“nient  for  the  national  liberation  of  the  oppressed  peoples 
fnovcnwM* 

throughout  the  world. 

r nan  fascism  masks  its  war  provocation  by  the  demand  for 
« liberation  and  unification  of  all  Germans  living  in  Europe.  In 
1 V.,  thc  task  it  sets  itself  is  that  of  establishing  its  own  hege- 
’Tonv  on  the  European  continent,  and  counts  on  attaining  this 
■ ill  by  leading  a crusade  of  reaction  against  the  Soviet  Union. 
The  aims  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  “ Third  Empire  of  Fas- 
cism ” have  been  expressed  so  clearly  and  unambiguously  that 


«»  Wc  National-Socialists/’  writes  Hitler,  " thereby  con- 
sciously  put  an  end  to  thc  pre-war  trend  of  foreign  policy..  li'c 
join  on  to  where  thc  end  came  six  hundred  years  ago.  IVe  stop 
the  everlasting  procession  of  Germans  to  South  and  West  Europe 
and  direct  our  gaze  to  the  country  in  the  East.  We  finally  put 
an  end  to  the  colonial  and  trade  policy  of  the  pre-war  period  and 
go  over  to  thc  land  policy  of  the  future. 

“ Hut  when  to-day  we  speak  of  new  land  in  Europe  we  can 
have  in  mind  only  Euss/a  and  the  bordering  states  subject  to  it. 

“ Fate  itself  indicates  this  path  to  us." 


This  fundamental  direction  of  the  foreign  policy  of  National- 
Socialism  is  confirmed  by  all  the  activity  of  the  leaders  of  the 
" Third  Empire,"  bv  everything  they  have  done  since  their 
advent  to  power.  The  stubborn  refusal  to  sign  a pact  guarantee- 
ing peace  and  the  frontiers  in  Eastern  Europe  is  not  the  least 
important  manifestation  of  this  activity.  On  May  21,  this  year, 
in  his  last  speech  on  German  foreign  policy,  in  a speech  which  is 
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f (he  bright  of  hypocrisy  and  demagogy,  llitk-r  ..u,,.  U(.,llt|  ^ 

tinned  fli;it  (Ilf  fiitiff  poli.  > of  National-Socialism  is  aimed  §t 
Jjlfjck  Against  the  S°v|et  1 ,,,im  1 J,i"  hf  i:ii,v  j(|h|.  aH 

(ion  much  more  persuasive  Ilian  (lie  nfij-cnl  to  tin-  i!OiiiJUt.rieQ‘ 
expeditions  of  iJiv  mcdixnl  Teutonic  Knights.  ,,lK 

Our  moral  conceptions,”  he  s.iid,  " nre  iliametricali 
on  nosed  to  those  of  Soviet  Klissui.  ...  It  is  fin  many  i hut 
Kun'iv  /nun  CnmmuniMiK  . . . .National  NuMahsm  cannot  1 
iijNifi  it>  German  fellow  countrymen,  the  adherents  of 
Socialism,  lostipjKm  a system  which  vse  consider  our  most  iti,  !!^ 
enemy. " * ,a! 

Indeed,  no  contrast  is  as  profound  as  that  exiting  between  tt. 
Country  of  the  dictatorship  of  Hitler  fascism  and  the  country  r 
the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  German  fascism  is  the  ' 
s tig;) tor  of  the  most  raging:  capitalist  reaction,  of  bloody  i>ppr|v' 
sion  of  the  workers,  the  toiling  peasants,  the  national  minor jif 
and  the  entire  German  people.  The  Soviet  fwiircr  means 
liberty  of  the  working  class,  the  liberation  of  all  toilers  from  n 
forms  of  op] iresston  and  exploitation,  the  ri^ht  of  self-detenuifi 
tioa  for  all  peoples,  The  Soviet  power  is  the  champion  of  *l  " 
liberation  of  all  humanity.  Fascist  Germany  is  the  reign  of  tv  ^ 
magnates  of  capital  and  of  the  feudal  landowners.  The  Soviet 
Union  is  the  country  of  emancipated  labour,  of  conscious  t]js 
cipline,  of  the  most  advanced  culture  and  progress,  German  f ts* 
asm,  which  is  the  instigator  of  the  civil  war  of  the  dying  |,0lJr 
gcoisie  against  the  proletariat,  is  likewise  the  champion  of  Wa  , 
against  the  country  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  Th& 
basis  of  the  war  propaganda  carried  on  by  the  fascist  press  ,*□ 
calling  for  the  " extirpation  of  Bolshevism  M is  along  with  rabid 
imjjcn'alist  aggression,  rabid  class  hatred  of  the  most  reactionary 
sections  of  the  bourgeoisie  against  the  proletariat. 

I he  fact  that,  in  a country  with  a population  mimericdlt* 
exceeding  that  of  any  other  country  in  capitalist  Europe,  a partv 

'i*  ,n,JK,,ver  !v,nch  50  sharPly  Puts  the  problem  of  a war  aiming  « 
h-  destruction  of  the  country  of  the  victorious  proletarian  revo 
ut  on -this  fact  must  to-day  occupy  the  centre  of  our  attention 

of  Bohh evi*  »ff  if  'S  ,rUC  that  0,5e  oi  thc  fundamcntal  qualities 

hi”**  ' ihat  one  of  the  Omental  features  of  our  e n 

2TV-raU,y.  is  the  ability  to  determine  at  each  noment' 

1 the  ******  enen»y  to  be  able  to  concentrlt 
Lvs  ^°r  >tnwgle  against  that  enemy then  if  ;«  in  n d 


rticuljifl.v  give  j>roof  <>f  this  ability.  To  concentrate  our  battle 
r'c  against  Clef  man  f.iM-isin,  as  the  principal  instigator  of  war 
(1  the  mortal  enemy  of  the  Soviet  Tnioii  and  the  proletarian 
***• olut ion.  is  the  duty  of  every  revolutionary.  (Applause.)  Who* 

_ . faj|S  undirMand  this  duty  Jails  to  tmdei  taml  anything  of 

lie  f<<nns  in  which  the  light  between  reaction  and  revolution  is 
develop' »K  i"  Knropc 

Every  concession  made  to  the  aggressive  jtolicy  of  fascism 
, cjij tales  the  work  of  the  enemies  of  peace  and  is  a step  forward 
in', he  matter  of  the  unleashing  of  war. 

The  fascists  vs  i II  not  succeed  in  imposing  on  us  by  the  pacifist 
chatter  with  which  they  mask  their  policy  of  war.  We  shall  not 
allow  ourselves  to  be  deceived  by  the  hypocritical  agitation  car- 
ried on  by  the  fa  leaders  with  regard  to  the  national  demands 
0f  the  German  population  in  the  various  countries  of  Europe. 
VVe  have  always  understood  and  supported  these  national 
demands,  wc  understand  them  and  supi*>rt  them  to-day  as  well. 
We  are  not  supporters  of  the  encirclement  of  Germany,  or  of  the 
oppression  anti  violent  separation  <*f  the  mass  of  Germ  an -speak- 
ing populations.  Wc  are  for  the  complete  liberation,  social  and 
national,  of  the  German  people.  We  are  for  the  liberty  r>f  all  the 
German-si  leaking  peoples,  for  their  right  to  national  unity.  Hut 
the  liberation  of  the  German  people  will  commence,  and  must 
inevitably  commence,  with  the  overthrow  of  the  fascist  regime. 
The  National-Socialist  Party,  which  has  subjected  the  workers 
and  the  peasants  of  ( Germany  to  a barbarous  regime  of  concentra- 
tion camps,  prisons  and  tortures,  cannot  be  a champion  of  the 
national  liberation  of  the  German  speaking  peoples. 


The  national  aspirations  of  the  < German- speaking  populations 
in  the  various  countries  of  Europe  are  for  the  fascist  leaders 
nothing  but  small  change,  which  they  cynically  put  into  circula- 
tion in  order  to  secure  support  for  their  plans  of  conquest  and 
counter-revolutionary  war,  Has  not  Hitler  himself  given  proof 
of  this  by  sacrilicing  the  interests  of  the  German  population  of 
Southern  Tyrol? 

German  fascism  is  attempting  to  create  reactionary  blocs, 
subordinate  to  its  plans  of  conquest,  by  supporting  the  most  reac- 
tionary parties  and  fascist  cliques  in  various  countries. 

The  first  concrete  act  of  this  policy  was  the  conclusion  at  the 
beginning  of  iq,i4  of  the  pact  between  German  National- 
Socialism  and  Polish  fascism.  This  pact  is  essentially  different 
from  the  majority  we  have  known  since  the  war.  It  is  a secret 
pact;  and  this  return  to  the  methods  of  secret  diplomacy  is  also 
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one  Of  the  worthy  deeds  **'  Wat lonul-Soclal feni . What  will 

said  Of  this  return  by  the  I-alwnr  .u  > L-'“  who  httv> 

cherished  the  illusion  Hint  the  end  oi  r^'"*  "■ 

end  of  wars  and  who  to-day  in  fact  mdirvuly  facilitate 

fascists'  jiolicy  in  Ewrojic  ? 

.111  *s.,*  k known  of  the  pact  between  1 '’hind  and  ( •t-rinn„. 


•Vll  that  is  know  n Ol  me  pact  wiww  * ■; ■ “■«<  ' **-'niianv 

toes  to  show  that  it  is  an  uxsressive  !*rl  s*rv,n«  l.,K'  I ,ryparati0|^ 
for  war.  There  is  not  the  slightest  retereiiee  in  it  to  its  . 

validity Vn  the  case  of  the  signatories  themselves  being  the  aKKTv%1 
st>r.  It  endeavours  to  a ccrtaiu  co-oiilmation 

Polish  and  Orman  propaganda  and  between  the  action  of  ti,e 
luiv  countries  among  the  bands  of  the  Ukrainian  count  vr-reVo1i,_ 
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tionarv  emigres  and  the  counter-revolutionary  Ukrainian  l,OUr 
geoisie.  All  this  means  that  by  the  signature  of  this  pact  Polisj,* 
fascism  has  joined  the  plan  of  Germany’s  territorial  expansi0n 
towards  the  East,  the  criminal  plan  for  the  invasion  and  coIoniSa. 
tion  of  the  Soviet  Ukraine. 

I will  not  dwell  on  the  fact  that  the  agreement  between  Poland 
and  Germany  is  full  of  contradictions,  as  has  been  very  strikingly 
demonstrated  recently  in  connection  with  the  Danzig  Question 
In  concluding  this  pact  with  the  cliques  which  govern  Poland’ 
German  National-Socialism  has  in  no  way  renounced  its  anti. 
Polish  claims,  but  has  merely  desired  to  recruit  assistants  for  its 
criminal  anti-Soviet  adventure.  'I  he  plan,  which  consists  of 
diverting  the  menace  of  National-Socialist  expansion  from 
Poland  by  directing  tbc  menace  against  the  Soviet  Union,  is  a 
plan  worthy  of  the  reactionary  adventurers  who  are  ready  to 
hazard  even  the  independence  of  the  Polish  people.  It  is  obvious 
that  if  German  fascism  were  to  succeed  in  consolidating  itself  in 
Europe  with  the  aid  of  Polish  fascism  and  in  realising  even  a part 
of  its  aims  of  territorial  conquest,  the  fate  of  the  Polish  people 
would  by  no  means  be  an  enviable  one.  A minimum  of  discern, 
ment  suffices  to  foresee  that  the  present  masters  of  Germany  can 
only  once  more  put  in  question  the  national  independence  of  the 
Polish  people  and  subject  it  once  more  to  the  threat  of  partition 
by  violence.  And  that  is  what  Polish  public  opinion  is  more  and 
more  coming  to  realise. 

i he  pact  with  Poland  has  served  German  National-Socialism 
as  a starting  point  from  which  to  enlarge  the  network  of  its 
intrigues.  Its  direct  consequence  has  been  to  aggravate  the 
menace  to  the  frontiers  of  Czechoslovakia  and  to  the  indepen- 
dence of  Czechoslovakia,  and  to  make  German  fascism  more 
aggressive  in  its  struggle  to  put  an  end  to  the  independence  of  the 
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lilies  It  bite  had  as  its  consequence  ihe  extreme 
I,al,R\S»  of  the  Austria.,  problem.  Having  destroyed  the 

ugf{ru\*1  * ..n;  ,n,  «-  i*  aiming  c 


-■T1  to  draw  this  country  also  into  the  just  as  they 

entlc|a' ine  to  change  the  orientation  of  the  foreign  policy  of 

and  shameless  assistance  which  Hitler  fascism  is  giv- 
-J  to  Ik  development  of  the  fascist  movement  in  all  countries 
component  part  of  this  reactionary  plan.  By  using  foreign 
,s  -nous  in  its  bellicose  drive,  German  fascism  is  mobilising 
ct>I|,,Lt  it  itimr  all  the  war  parties  throughout  Europe— from 
Sgli  to  the  Balkans,  from  Finland  to  Spain,  from  Holland 

toI,3l>*  „t0rc  clearly  defined  in  Europe  a group  of 


Thus  S€C  CVCT  . f L 

JJalUi  slate,  dominated  and  directed  by  tbc  most  bellicose 

Id  reactionary  forces,  who  are  directly  interested  in  an  mime- 
VL,  ouil,reak  of  war  in  general  and . in  parttcudar.  of  a war 
Jr-cted  against  the  Soviet  Union.  On  the  other  hand,  a group  is 
"'ring,  consisting  «.f  capitalist  countries  which  for  the  most 
'art  have  preserved  a parliamentary  regime  and  which  are  more 

or  less  interested  in  the  preservation  of  peace. 

There  are  certain  prophets  of  reaction  who  have  the  effrontery 
to  assert  that  the  victory  of  the  reactionary  and  fascist  parties 
in  all  countries  would  facilitate  the  cause  of  peace,  because  these 
parties,  being  closest  to  each  other  in  their  ideology,  would  be 
able  more  easily  to  come  to  an  understanding. 

But  look  at  what  is  going  on  between  fascist  Germany  and  fas- 
cist Italy.  Germany’s  raising  of  the  question  of  the  annexation 
of  Austria  as  the  most  acute  question  in  Central  Europe,  the 
development  of  a National-Socialist  movement  and  the  repeated 
attempts  at  a fascist  putsch  in  Austria,  have  created  a direct 
menace  to  the  frontiers  of  Italian  imperialism.  The  renewal  of 
the  " Drang  nach  Ostcn  ” of  German  imperialism  in  fascist  garb 
cuts  across  the  lines  of  imperialist  expansion  of  Italian  fascism. 

There  is  thus  created  a focus  of  conflicts  which  undermines  all 
stability  of  relations  and  tranquillity  in  Central  Europe.  To 
assert  that  it  is  possible  to  base  the  peace  of  Europe  and  of  the 
whole  world  on  an  entente  between  fascist  dictatorships  which 
have  completely  reduced  the  toilers  to  slavery,  is  to  lie  in  a most 
shameless  fashion. 
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In  the  |>oi i'<kI  immediately  follinv in>j  the  w.u  11  u';is  cuxt,,||. 
to  stv  thut  there  were  in  Furojtc  certain  putticularly  «!«„  ‘MV 
war  centres,  .so-called  " HaJkimised  ” unions,  where  the  s(,arfe0,t« 
a war  conflagration  might  arise  more  easily  than  elsewhere.  */>f 
clae  there  is  no  longer  unv  pail  "t  lurope  which  has  n0»  i °* 


/ “ B.  ilka  r used  *'  in  this  sense,  there  is  not  a corner  of  thr  . ■^v'1 

tin en E — in  the  part  of  it  which  is  still  under  the  capitalist  rVR-f'n‘ 
-where  the  states  are  not  ranged  against  each  other,  ready1"6 
pass  in  a few  hours  from  the  present  state  of  unstable  pv.u. 
peace  armed  to  the  teeth  and  very  uncertain,  to  a state  of  0 

war. 

This  is  the  direct  consilience  of  the  drive,  the  victories  at 
the  intrigues  of  fascism , particularly  of  tJerimm  NationJ] 
Socialism.  Each  step  forward  made  by  fascism  ;itu!  the  * 
parties  of  the  bourgeoisie  can  only  hasten  the  moment  of 
plunge  of  the  capitalist  world  into  the  abyss  of  war.  e 

This  is  one  more  argument,  comrades,  4- . . ci  no  means  , 
secondary  one,  for  those  who  ask  its  why  we  put  the  defence  0f 
bourgeois-democratic  liberties  at  the  centre  of  our  united  fr,)|]{ 
and  people’s  front  policy,  We  cannot  remain  indifferent  wile„ 
witnessing  the  creation  of  a state  system  directed  by  the  »]0s. 
bellicose  and  chauvinist  groups  of  the  bourgeoisie,  in  the  presence 
of  the  growth  of  the  extremist  war  parties  throughout  the  world 
and  the  tendency  towards  the  formation  of  a bloc  of  fascist 
countries  for  a war  against  the  Soviet  Union.  In  this  connection 
our  task  docs  not  consist  merely  in  passively  registering  events* 
but  in  making  politics,  that  is  to  say,  intervening  in  these  events 

so  as  to  change  their  course  or,  at  least,  to  hold  back  the  outbreak 
of  war. 

Can  one  not  foresee  what  a victorious  war  of  German  fascism 
would  signify  for  Europe?  Such  a war  would  signify  the  end  of 
national  independence  for  the  Czechs,  the  Lithuanians  and  the 
other  little  nationalities  of  the  Baltic,  as  well  as  for  the  Poles 
Dutch  and  Belgians.  All  the  peoples  of  Europe  understand  this' 
a proof  of  which  is  the  enthusiasm  with  which  these  peoples 
u lose  national  independence  is  threatened  by  National -Socialism 
welcome  the  ever  more  active  and  authoritative  participation  of 

•faSSft"  f,ic\becau“ this 

German  fascists  U S S R'  bars  the  road  to  the  offensive  of  the 

eni"  • he  ne  °f  °Ur  a^inst  th«  principal 

us  « Li!  •'  a?3,nst  German  fascism — which  does  not  prevent 

wagmg  ail  irreconcilable  struggle  against  the  imperialism  of 
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-ji  M 1,1U^  the  extreme  war  parlies  of  the 

0®r  countries  connected  with  (iernmti  fascism— W6  accom- 

C0Pltu  1 ;ih  x\lt*  supreme  defenders  of  all  the  liberties  and 

plish  ou^  of  Ihe  working  class  and  toilers,  and  wc  defend  national 

COM 
freed  oin* 

thi*:  posi  tion  of  the  big  imperialist  powers 

1 \Vh-it  is  the  |K>licy  of  the  big  imperialist  powers  in  the  face  of 
’v  ’ tj,  uf  bellicose  German  fascism  and  Japanese  militarism  ? 
,hr  ^essential  to  bear  in  mind  that  war  against  the  Soviet  Union 
ot  the  sole  aim  of  German  National -Socialism  and  Japanese 
15  IV  risin.  They  are  fighting  for  their  own  hegemony.  Their 


lS,rtnrism/ They  are  fighting  for  their  own  hegemony.  Their 
11,1  1 J!  u])on  the  Soviet  Union  is  only  a component  part  of  a 
*tw,  j p]^  of  expansion  and  conquest.  These  plans,  which 
gencfl‘  a new  repartition  of  the  world,  clash  with  the  whole  com- 
a‘nV  0f  existing  interests  and  still  further  intensify  the  an- 
tagonisms between  the  imperialists,  not  only  in  Europe  but 
throughout  the  world.  . 

Japan's  annexation  of  Manchuria  and  us  aggressive  activity 
aimed  nt  the  conquest  of  the  whole  of  China  intensify  imperialist 
rivalries  throughout  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Both  England  and  the 
United  States  are  directly  affected  by  this  expedition  of  Japan 
against  China.  The  antagonisms  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Stales  are  the  most  profound  of  all  those  that  tear  apart 
the  imperialist  world,  because  they  manifest  themselves  on  a 
world  scale,  because  these  two  countries  encounter  one  another  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  and  because  the  goal  towards  which 
American  imperialism  inevitably  strives  is  the  undermining  of 
British  colonial  and  maritime  supremacy.  But  the  military  power 
of  the  United  States  and  its  strategic  position  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 
do  not  yet  correspond  to  its  strength  and  its  economic  develop- 
ment, in  spite  of  the  tremendous  growth  of  its  armaments  during 
the  past  few  years. 

Thus  we  are  confronted  here  by  an  imperialist  state  which  does 
not  set  itself  fwiiiicdtafe  goals  of  conquest,  i emphasise — imme- 
diate goals  of  conquest,  and  which  is  interested  in  gaining  time, 
in  postponing  an  armed  conflict  as  long  as  possible,  and  in  em- 
ploying the  time  thus  gained  to  strengthen  its  own  positions.  We 
witness  a number  of  measures  undertaken  by  the  United  States 
for  gradually  strengthening  its  position  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
These  measures  are  seen  in  the  reinforcement  of  the  already  for- 
midable military-naval  bases  and  in  the  establishment  of  new 
bases,  both  naval  and  air,  in  the  Western  Pacific,  the  Aleutian 
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Mandi,  Alaska,  etfc  All  theac  u,  ,h 

Of  Jiijwii,  Which  endeavours  to  win  (Mitlmu  *j»«t  would 


non 


ih  .1  of  the  United  Stale  v British  policy  cannot  be  iiTwU-rst0o.  * 
one  confines  oneself  to  emphasising  the  conn a-t  In-tween  J* 
countries  that  were  late  in  entering  the  imjvrralist  struggle  . 
competition  and  the  countries  that  succeeded  m conquering  CoJf 
nial  possessions,  drawing  the  hasty  conclusion  that  the  f<>rnit' 
are  for  war  and  the  latter  for  j>oJce.  The  matter  is  not  so  su,^ 
Britain,  which  undoubtedly  possesses  the  Stalest  colonial  Cftl‘ 
pirc,  does  not  pursue  a jxilicy  of  peace  at  nil. 

In  the  first  place,  the  defence  of  an  empire  extending  to  c.Vt 
* continent  requires  Britain  to  react  to  conflicts  that  break  out  rJr 
are  maturing  even  at  the  most  remote  points,  and  in  the  most 
different  regions.  Its  policy  is  full  of  contradictions,  and  the-* 
contradictions  in  their  turn  become  the  source  of  the  instability 
of  its  position,  the  cause  of  new  conflicts. 

In  the  second  place,  the  British  bourgeoisie  is  the  champion  in 
regard  to  suppressing  the  liberation  movements  of  the’  colonial 
peoples,  just  as  the  German  fascists  are  the  champions  in  v.stab, 
lishing  the  open  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie  over  the  working 
class. 

As  early  as  iS.jS  Karl  Marx  thus  defined  the  role  of  Britain 
with  regard  to  the  development  of  the  revolution  in  Europe  : 

" As  in  the  epoch  of  Napoleon,  England  will  stand  at  the  head 


of  the  counter-revolutionary  armies,  but  through  the  war  itself  jt 
will  be  thrown  to  the  head  of  the  revolutionary  movement,  and 
will  pay  its  debt  towards  the  revolution  of  the  iSth  century.” 
(Karl  Marx,  article  in  the  Ncuc  Rheinische  Zcitu ng,  January  i 
JS49J 

I he  requirements  of  struggle  for  preservation  of  its  colonial 
hegemony,  against  revolution  and  against  the  national-liberation 
movements  remain  to-day,  too,  the  fundamental  mainspring  of 
ntish  policy.  These  requirements  are  especially  put  forward  by 
the  most  reactionary  groups  of  the  bourgeoisie.  The  attitude  of 
niis  t imperialism  towards  German  National-Socialism  cannot 
be  otherwise  explained.  In  the  recent  period  Great  Britain  has 
repeatedly  given  its  support  to  National-Socialism  against  the 
fomr,  that  endeavoured  and  are  endeavouring  ,0  ZZ1  Z 
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. r nolicv.  It  i*  under  the  open  or  concealed  support  of 

latte  J s «;  1 UTKVi\  on  |,y  tin-  latu-r , that  m 

Ilriti"11-  •lI  imperialist  German  mass  army.  Britain  baa  IckiU- 
1,^  I ,:,,:,  ..f  ii«|*criali»t  Germany  by  concluding  with 
Jiiiscd  the  J|k  11!IV,,1  agreement,  which  has  sanct^mil  the 

f^rmany  t war  „f  the  Versaillea  Treaty,  has  given 


ann«fl,lcrj  f I)t.w  r;ice  in  the  building  of  war  fleets  in  Europe 
the  «gn*  |jmc  |,;is  created  a new  instrument  <<f  aggression 

s? the  Baltic,  at  the  gate*  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

m 7 rcTiieinher  that  the  war  of  101  w largely  arose  from  the 
klUul.n  British  imperialism  and  German  imperialism. 
j Hit  the  expansion  of  National-Socialism  takes  place  in  all 
#nd  . . ,uat  it  i-.  demanding  for  itself  a new  colonial  empire 


d‘a  1 .ffc'mony  in  Europe,  then  it  is  clear  that  the  problem  will 
iVrcscnt'  itself  just  as  in  19M-18,  but  this  time  in  a much 
afral  fashion*  It  is  easy  to  understand  that  the  support  Riven 
fascism  by  die-hard  circles  of  the  British  bourgeoisie 


■ rennan  fu«ism  by  die-hard  circles  of  the  British  bourgeoisie 
L°  nothing  else  than  support  direct  or  indirect-given  to  the 
"ration  for  war  against  the  Soviet  Union.  British  unpaid* 
PrcI  ‘alld  in  particular  the  most  reactionary  section  of  the  British 
r'urceoisic  (here  also  the  question  must  be  put  in  a differentiated 
fshioii}  considers  it  to  be  its  " historical  ” task  to  deal  a mortal 
How-  to  the  country  of  Socialism,  or  at  least  to  weaken  the  Soviet 
Union  for  a long  period  of  time  by  a series  of  wars  in  Europe  and 
in  the  Far  East.  Finally,  the  attitude  of  Poland,  in  which  British 
imperialism  undoubtedly  plays  an  outstanding  role,  confirms  this 

statement. 

We  have  here  a classic  example  of  the  permanent  tendency  of 
the  imperialist  countries  to  solve  their  contradictions  by  organis- 
ing intervention  against  the  H.S.S.R.  The  reactionary  British 
bourgeoisie  thinks  it  can  direct  the  drive  of  German  and  Japanese 
imperialism  that  menaces  its  own  positions  into  an  anti-Soviet 
channel-  But  in  fact  the  international  situation  is  so  complicated 
to-day,  the  different  war  centres  are  so  closely  bound  up  with  one 
another  that  any  project  of  " localising  ” an  imperialist  war,  or 
of  limiting  the  war  plans  of  German  fascism  and  Japanese  im- 
perialism, is  a sheer  utopia.  The  British  bourgeoisie,  by  the  con- 
cessions and  support  which  it  gives  to  the  instigators  of  war  in 
Europe  and  the  bar  East,  accelerates  the  onset  of  a new  world 
war  into  which  the  British  Empire  will  inevitably  be  drawn. 

A different  role  is  now  played  by  France.  The  French  bour- 
geoisie is  still  intelligent  enough  not  to  forget  that  in  the  gospel 
of  Hitlerism  France  is  depicted  as  the  traditional  enemy  of 
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■ in  Jtiiroiw.  It  •?*  stfH  in  tell  iwent 

Jth««  cveT*  S,CP  takCI’  hy/;l'rtlU,M  NMi,,n:l'--SocS  * 

tl,„|  um-.ir.l  Hu-  v.-mim-st  «>f  hcjivniniiy  in  I'm,,,,  “S 
SS£,£y  l-ut  the  security  of  Im;1.hv  «nd  the  very  mtegrl% 
JCS  territory  in  feopnnly.  I ha  is  why  the  Fre„ch 

Which  can  only  mean  defence  of  peace  and  opixKition  to 
fascism’s  unbounded  plans  of  aggression.  an 

Obviously,  no  one  can  cherish  excessive  illusions  regarding 
consistency  of  the  French  bourgeoisie  in  this  peace  policy. 
writ  ion  of  French  imperialism  also  is  full  nt  contradictions  whiVi 
manifest  themselves  both  within  the  country  as  well  as 
nationally-  For  a Ions  time,  a considerable  section  of  the  l-W’ 
bourgeoisie  have  cherished  plans  for  agreement  with  Gem,,: 
imperialism.  These  are  the  plans  of  the  most  react  i..„;iry  sc-cti0„ 
of  the  bourgeoisie,  Tardicu.  the  f iery  l ross.  the  church  and  1 
reactionary  elements  that  are  attempting  t<»  fascise  the  army.  V 
making  this  statement  we  must  at  the  same  time  emphasise  tj^ 
fact  that  the  present  policy  of  the  French  bourgeoisie  is  nothin, 
but  the  expression  of  class  relations  within  the  country,  m ^ 
lieu  la  r of  the  pressure  of  the  mass  of  the  trench  people,  who  j,, 
not  wont  to  [>erniit  anti-Soviet  agreements  with  Hitler,  hecauj^ 
thev  hate  the  Hitler  regime  and  place  their  hope  in  the  country  of 
the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  That  is  why  the  united  fron, 
and  people's  front  policy  of  our  French  Communist  Party  is  a 
guarantee  for  peace,  not  only  for  Prance,  but  for  the  workers  of 
the  whole  world.  (Applause.) 

Let  us  draw  a few  conclusions  from  this  cursory  analysis  of  the 
mutual  relations  of  the  big  imperialist  powers  : 
t.  The  contrast  between  the  capitalist  world  and  the  world  of 
Socialism  continues  to  be  the  deepest  contradiction  of  the  present 
historical  period. 

2.  This  contradiction  is  expressed  to-day  especially  sharply  by 
the  fact  that  the  imperialists  of  two  of  the  greatest  countries 
Germany  and  Japan,  are  openly  calling  for  war  against  the  Soviet 
Union,  arc  trying  to  create  a Woe  of  a number  of  reactionary  and 
fascist  states  to  prepare  and  wage  this  war,  and  are  supported  and 
encouraged  in  these  efforts  by  the  most  reactionary  strata  of  the 
bourgeoisie  of  the  greatest  imperialist  power,  Great  Britain. 

T?c  ,'nllcv  aggression  of  German  fascism  and  Japanese 
militarism  leads  inevitably  (o  a new  accentuation  of  all  inter- 
national antagonisms,  but  at  the  same  time  to  a differentiation  in 


>olicy  tJ*  div  grtsil  iiU(n:ri;diM  powers,  some  of  which  fire 
jo  | he  diftiflCi  ©f  the  \tutus  quo  am!  in  a temporary  Rfld 

jLdltloniil  deffisec  of  peace, 

' li  rn-m  -dl  l,k|m*idf  . that  the  international  ainm 

, *s  p'lrlicutarly  ten  v aii<l  ai  utep  that  v-ar  ran  hrc:ik  *iUt  at  any 
l,0l)ncnt  and  -'t  any  place,  and  that  any  war  will  inevitably 


>Lf  ii;  mi  tarns  between  this  l***!  impel  ialist  powers  are  developing 
f1  suCj|  a u ay  that  at  a jjiveii  moment,  tinder  given  conditions, 
*]1  \*  may  t«  a certain  extent  form  an  ob  Lab*  to  the  creation  of  a 
* 1*  bloc  of  the  powers  for  war  against  the  Soviet  In  ion.  This 
c j.  wj<|v  possibilities  for  the  Soviet  policy  of  peace. 

If  it  is  true  that  differences  exist  iti  the  positions  of  the  various 
such  as  I have  just  sketched  then  we  cannot  fail  to 
lake  them  into  account  in  determining  our  revolutionary  strategy 
nj  our  tactics  in  the  fight  against  war.  This  is  absolutely 

essential- 

I et  me  remind  you  of  the  exceptional  clarity  which  Lenin  gave 
to  the  theoretical  basis  for  the  necessity  of  this  revolutionary 

strategy : 


* world  war*  It  likewise  folio v.  *.  from  a))  ibis  that  the 


(l  It  is  possible  to  conquer  the  more  powerful  enemy  only  by 
exerting  our  efforts  to  the  utmost  and  by  necessarily , thoroughly, 
carefully i attentively  and  skilfully  taking  advantage  of  every 
**  fissure/1  however  small,  in  the  ranks  of  our  enemies,  of  every 
antagonism  of  interests  among  the  bourgeoisie  of  the  various 
countries;  among  the  various  groups  nr  types  of  bourgeois  in  the 
various  countries  by  taking  advantage  of  every  opportunity, how- 
ever small,  of  gaining  an  ally  among  the  masses,  even  though  this 
ally  be  temjwary,  vacillating,  unstable,  unreliable  and  con- 
ditional. ThO®e  Wbq  do  not  understand  this,  do  not  understand 
even  a grain  of  Marxism  and  of  scientific  modern  socialism  in 
general*  **  1 


As  you  see,  Lenin  directly  says  that  it  is  obligatory  to  utilise 
all  the  contradictions  of  interests,  not  only  between  the  different 
groups  of  the  bourgeoisie  in  a single  country,  but  also  the  con- 
tradictions of  interests  between  the  bourgeoisie  of  different 
countries'  Lanin  speaks  here  precisely  of  the  attitude  of  the 
proletariat  to  the  problems  of  international  policy  and  war.  The 
directive  he  gives  is  obligatory  for  us  above  all  in  determining  the 
foreign  jK>licy  of  the  state  and  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  prole* 

1 Lenin,  Left-Wing  Communism , an  Infantile  Disorder , p.  68. 
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„rht  Hut  it  is  ««  thc  mnv.  *""1:  "W'Kutoiy  lor  ||,e  lir  , 
ami  for  the  Communist  l\it ties  of  the  ‘’apit.ilKt  c*»unif| 

/nr  a>  tlu>v  I'-irii®'  ran  11,1,1  ‘“’V1’1  " ,H“'ilivv  |*,s:'  ,ft  ^ 

deciding  proMcins  of  inlernutn.iml  Hiey,  mur wni„K  n,l0»  i, 

in  the  tvursc  of  cu»ts  ami  aiding  temicm  .es  that  u-,Jr;( 

leashin«  of  Wif  ami  hindering  everything  that  e«nMjll,,fr '*n. 

m ■ ^ A _ .-m.  Mm  A ||  All  ■ i K f i. 


leashiRK  of  tt.ir  anu  A - N '*1* 

direct  tin  mediated  menace  to  peace.  '<*  , 

At  the  base  of  our  revolutionary  strategy  am!  coiis^qy^ 

Hirr  concrete  Struggle  against  war  we  put  tlie  conceatraH^  * 
forces  against  the  Japanese  militaries  who  threaten  an  rj,K[°n  tf 
on  the  Soviet  t'liion  at  its  Eastern  frontiers  ami  who  are  str"^1 
to  destroy  the  conquests  o!  the  Lliiuese  Revolution,  against 
man  fascism — the  chief  instigator  of  war  in  Europe.  XyS**’ 
dcavour  to  utilise  all  differences  existing  in  the  jx»sition.s  of  .V1' 
various  imj>erinlist  powers.  We  must  utilise  them  skilfully  jn  jj** 
interests  of  the  defence  of  peace,  not  forgetting  tor  a nionivi,,  l* 
necessity  of  delivering  a blow  against  the  enemy  in  0lJr  *** 


V*  ‘ "O ‘ J-  *<*  Ollf  - 

countries,  against  our  " own  ” imperialism.  (./ f’plattse.)  >l'- 

IV.  THE  ATTACK  OF  FASCIST  ITALY  ON*  ABYSSlNr* 
A.VD  THE  ACCENTUATION  OF'  COLONIAL  QUKSTloie 

*•1  * 1 It  _ it.  m.  t ¥*  — 1 **  _ % * . 1 V 


AND  THE  ACCENTU 
Permit  me  to  dwell  on  the  policy  of  fascist  Italy  and  its  colon'  ] 
and  war  expansion  in  Eastern  Africa,  aimed  primarily  again3 


'Kama 


Abyssinia.  I shall  restrict  myself  here  to  four  observations. 

First  observation.  By  the  example  of  Italy  we  dearly  see  tha 
the  fascist  regime  is  inevitably  drawn  into  war  in  virtue  of  jts 
policy  and  in  virtue  of  the  contradictions  of  this  policy. 

Italian  fascism  cannot  boast  of  having  been  consistent  in 
foreign  policy.  In  1925,  immediately  after  coining  to  power 
Mussolini  supported  imperialist  France  in  carrying  out  the  mtij* 
tarv  occupation  of  the  Ruhr.  In  the  following  years— up  t0  u)7. 
— the  basic  line  of  his  policy  teas,  on  the  contrary,  that  of 
struggle  to  undermine  the  hegemony  of  French  imperialism  in 
Europe  by  the  organisation  of  a bloc  of  **  revisionist  " powers 
Italian  fascism  during  this  period  paraded  its  " traditional  friemj. 
~.,p  ” w,’,h.  England,  but  it  intrigued  against  England  in  Asia 
Minor  and  in  the  Red  Sea.  On  the  shores  of  Arabia  it  fomented 
it  uar  of  the  Arab  kingdom  of  the  Yemen  against  the  Arab 
kingdom  of  the  Hedjaz,  the  vassal  of  the  British  Empire. 

AW«£  " ,S  stru**lin*  aRainst  British  imperialism  over  the 

t,  ;:  ™!'  , !*  hxist  threaten  Bril  in 

« half  t„r  rf  ro°  ■ fo,rmid“blc  "•*•!  l>«e  of  Malta  „,,hi„ 

hall-hour.  1 hare  » a »ragte  basic  cause  for  this  succession  of 


.nils  in  the  foreign  policy  of  Italian  fascism,  vis.,  the 
*>m  h for  a solution  by  arms  «*f  the  domestic  and  foreign 
'■“^n  !ms  and  contradictions  of  the  fascist  regime.  The  hankcr- 
Pr°  V lv;ir  (,rdt-r  to  c* jus* alidutc*  the  basis  of  the  dictatorship 
*n^  .jiijary  victories  haunts  the  leaders  of  the  fascist  regime.  All 
^ "turns  «f  international  policy  serve  them  ns  a pretext.  It  is 

* 1 ■ the  niilitary  weakness  of  Italy  in  comparison  with  other  big 

powers,  plus  the  lack  of  chauvinism  among  the  people, 
'h^t  has  restrained  Italian  imi  vrialism  from  war.  The  Italian 

* .uiilc  that  fought  heroically  on  the  barricades  in  the  years  of 
Ail  war  during  the  Struggle  for  national  independence,  when  it 

conscious  of  fighting  f<<r  its  liberty  and  for  its  rights,  does  not 
intend  to  fight  for  life  colonial  adventures  >>f  its  hated  rulers. 
{Applause. ) 

Second  observation.  The  conflict  v.ilh  Abyssinia  is  likewise 
the  last  stage  of  the  evolution  of  the  nationalist  and  chauvinist 
demagogy  of  fascism,  the  conclusion  of  the  so-called  people’s 
campaigns  with  the  aid  of  which  fascism  has  endeavoured  to 
deceive  the  masses.  Fascism  has  launched  new  demagogic  cam- 
paigns at  each  difficulty,  at  each  aggravation  of  the  country's 
situation.  Hut  a moment  comes  when  all  demagogy  ceases  to 
avail  and  fascism,  under  the  whip  "f  its  ov\:i  unbridled  chauvin- 
ism, under  the  drive  of  the  bourgeois  groups  that  are  most 
interested  in  a warlike  outcome,  precipitates  itself  into  the  war 
which  it  has  preached  as  a healing  remedy  for  the  world  and  a-  an 
inevitable  necessity  for  the  solution  of  the  problems  facing  the 
world.  War  is  the  last  wisdom  of  fascist  regimes. 


Third  observation.  The  bellicose  campaign  of  Italy  in  Eastern 
Africa  has  had  as  its  consequence  the  accentuation  of  its  mutual 
relations  with  the  big  capitalist  powers,  not  only  in  the  area 
affected  bv  the  Italian  attack,  but  in  all  other  areas  as  well.  In 
Europe,  the  repercussions  of  this  campaign  arc  already  to-day 
extremely  powerful  ami  will  become  still  stronger  if  an  armed 
conflict  breaks  out.  In  fact,  there  is  not  a single  capitalist  state 
which  is  not  directly  or  indirectly  affected  by  this  conflict.  Great 
Britain,  which  is  opposing  Italy’s  war  policy  for  alleged  pacifist 
reasons,  is  guided  in  fact  by  selfish  imperialist  interests,  seeing  in 
the  occupation  of  Abyssinia  by  Italy  a first  concrete  act  modify- 
ing the  map  of  colonial  possessions  in  Africa,  and  thus  raising  in 
practice  the  question  of  a new  repartition  of  the  world.  At  the 
moment  when  the  demand  for  colonies  is  the  subject  of  a huge 
mass  campaign  in  Germany  and  is  being  raised  even  by 
Poland,  this  is  a very  dangerous  precedent. 


2y 


j.Y„iicc  mm  Id  Jirdfcr  l.»  let  Italy  Imve  Ireedom  of  (u:tjon 
doc,  not  to  Iom.-  the  latui's  Mi|i|H>n  which  nijj  i,L.  Ilc  ’ '>*  it 
for  it  at  the  decisive  hour.  On  the  other  hand,  liuuvvct  i(  *•*» 
(hot  if  Italy  ii  occupied  ill  Africa,  .1  sharp  iiiU-ii-,i!ii-«tj„i1 
situation  may  take  place  at  any  moment  in  l . ..  ltle 

German  fascism  is  only  waiting  for  an  i>pj«.rt»nity  t„  "-/e 

plans  in  Austria,  in  the  Danube  Hasin  and  on  the  Italian  fnij^'J*4 

Kven  Japan,  which  is  t.\ooo  kms.  atvay  from  Hast  Aiijt.;i  r' 
which  does  not  yet  have  such  large  interests  in  Abyssinia  **Hl 
toes  to  indicate,  intervenes  none  the  less  in  the  conflict  with  '!'*  f 
siderable  noise,  seeing  in  it  an  excellent  pretext  i . >r  voverin 
own  imperialist  visage  with  a mask  as  protector  of  the  colon  ^ 


races. 


The  impossibility  of  erecting  barriers  t«  separate  the 
points  of  friction  between  the  big  imi*eriali>t  powers,  tliv  jtl) 
sibility  of  localising  any  conflict  breaking  out  between  them  ■ 
plainly  shown  by  the  example  of  Abyssinia.  Peace  is  imihisibif 

The  last  but  not  the  least  important  observation.  The  a(t-  .1 
of  fascist  Italv  on  Abyssinia  will  inevitably  result  in  -1  ,*  * 
sharpening  of  the  antagonisms  and  open  strug  silt*  between  tj 
imperialist  world  and  the  colonial  peoples.  For  the  time  bUl  ^ 
the  struggle  of  the  Xegro  peoples  of  Central  and  Fastcrn  Afric  ^ 
which  has  been  going  on  for  decades,  has  been  in  abeyaticQ* 
During  these  decodes,  the  Xcgrocs  in  Africa  have  been  subject  ■ t 
to  a regime  not  only  of  exploitation  and  enslavement  but  % 
veritable  physical  ^termination,  The  crisis  years  accentuated 
the  horrors  of  the  colonial  regime  enforced  by  the  Kuronenne 


* . , , „ _ * 1 oil 

the  immense  black  continent.  On  the  other  hand,  in  i}1(,  Wa 
which  they  waged  in  Lybia  in  iQ3.j-3g,  the  Italian  fascists  8a^ 
a proof  how  fascism  conducts  its  colonising  activity.  In  n„* 


sphere  also  fascism  has  proved  to  be  the  most  barbarous  form 
the  domination  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

1 he  war  of  Italy  in  Libya  was  conducted  from  start  to  finish 
a war  o extermination  of  the  native  population.  It  ended  in  th*. 

been  driven  h°,00°  nalives^men*  ,vomen  children— who  had 

Xr  he  didT  T im° the  m0St  3nd  *)art  of  **  counter 

wncre  they  died  from  hunger  and  thirst  and  were  exnoswl  . ‘ 
machine-gun  fire  from  aeroplanes.  1 C(I  to 

pr^u^Ic^nT'd-  theJaSt/ree  na,ivc  «■*»  of  Africa  will 

■*rab  countries  and  in  TflhammiJdan  “ a"  the 

of  this  indignation  are  already  vill"  ' he  Syml)l°™ 
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,fhc  Tnnpx  oi  July  M.  iQJS*  published  the  following  informa- 
tion : 

*•  And  thus  it  is  that  at  the  present  time  in  Somaliland,  Kenya, 
1 H and  the  Anglo-HKyptiaii  Sudan,  both  in  the  bazaars  and 
* J1  ■ forest*  by  tliL-  lit  r for  di  iving  off  beasts  of  prey,  the  natives 

I U t ^ fii.di  l ' 'vm  !t  , n . . I \ 1 . t r - ini'!  1 1 1 ll  II  VC  ll  l 


ho  brim  peace  uilt  u uii'mio  \wiilii  imu'  t imuuvn-u 

" lv  by  imposing  ;i  muss  of  laws  which  are  contrary  to  the 
0 Lntury-old  customs  of  the  blacks.  . . . 

lt.,  In  other  words,  the  Italian -Abyssinian  conflict  in  a few 

onths  lias  dune  more  l<>  stir  vi]>  or  ru-awaken  the  spirit  of 
\fricaii  nationalism,  which  fell  into  a state  of  lethargy  when 
Khartoum  was  retaken  hy  Lord  Kitchener  in  1899,  than  would  be 
Qinplishcd  by  years  of  the  anti -foreigner,  pan-African  and 
nan-Islam  propaganda  which  derives  its  origin  partly  from  cer- 
tain American  Negroes  and  partly  from  certain  anti-Kuropean 
\rab  committees  which  are  well  known  to  our  Intelligence 

Service.” 

We  must  bear  in  mind  these  observations  of  the  bourgeois 
colonisers  when  we  trace  the  prospect  of  the  formation  of  a revo- 
lutionary situation  in  association  with  the  prospect  of  war. 

Abyssinia  is  an  economically  and  politically  backward  country. 
No  trace  of  a national-revolutionary  movement  or  even  a simple 
democratic  movement  has  yet  been  in  evidence  there.  It  is  a 
country,  moreover,  in  which  the  transition  from  a feudal  regime, 
organised  on  the  basis  of  semi-independent  tribes,  to  a centralised 
monarchy  is  taking  place  rather  slowly.  But  this  is  not  the  de- 
cisive question  for  determining  our  attitude  towards  the  war 
contrived  by  Italy. 

Our  Italian  Communist  Party  was  perfectly  right  in  taking  a 
defeatist  position  towards  the  imperialist  war  of  Italian  fascism 
and  in  launching  the  slogan  “ Hands  off  Abyssinia  1 ” And  1 
can  assure  you  that  if  the  Negus  of  Abyssinia,  by  defeating  the 
plans  of  conquest  of  fascism,  helps  the  Italian  proletariat  to  strike 
a death  blow  at  the  regime  of  the  blackshirts,  no  one  will  reproach 
it  with  being  “ backward.”  The  Abyssinian  people  is  the  ally  of 
the  Italian  proletariat  against  fascism,  and  from  this  platform  we 
assure  it  of  our  sympathy.  The  revolutionary  traditions  of  the 
Italian  people,  the  traditions  of  Garibaldi's  Volunteers— these 
traditions  in  whose  name  the  first  Italian  internationalists  with 
sincere  enthusiasm  entered  the  ranks  of  the  fighters  in  Poland 


noil  Huniliyi  10 Ciwt‘ Iliul  Siulli  Aitu-ma,  in  every  t»|aeo 
the  banner  of  struggle  wis  lifted  for  national  liberty,  dH.H. , 1 lVfe 
iimis  briny  ‘he  Italian  toilers  to  the  aide  t»f  the  Abyssi^* 

monle  Against  the  fascist  bmirxcoiMc. 
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tAcc  of  the  j>nwj»CCt  that  new  rt^orivs  *J  the  :iMi  mipvi  r ,n 

Jut  itefi  in  the  enormous  African  continent  will  In,-  Jr  awn 
struck*  owing  to  the  assault  of  fascism,  the  Seventh  EAni^r- 
the  Communist  International  once  more  proclaims  that  the  (.v  ^ 

nr.s  I }*  ..  i it  I'  liitttftitli'  I rMMI  t / a...  i < <11)1. 


immisis  are  the  vanguard  of  every  siruggh  against  imp*  r/.£j,\*>,n 

i , 

V.  Ol’R  CENTRAL  SLOGAN  THE  STKI  (JOIj.; 

PEACE  AND  DEPENCE  OF  THE  SOVIET  UNION  K 

In  face  of  the  frightful  reality  of  the  capitalist  world  \v|f  t, 

is  rushing:  into  war,  millions  ami  millions  of  men,  women,  youth* 

and  soldiers  a-k  with  anxiety;  “ Is  ctur  fate  irrevocable  fi.\V(i> 

Is  it  not  iKJ.vsihJe  to  prevent  this  terrible  scourge  which  t In,..,,  ‘ 

....  3 >•  v**wn* 


us?  - 


We  Communists,  the  vanguard  of  the  working  class,  can  rei  i 
to  this  question.  YVc  know  that  war  is  an  inevitable  accoinj,,,!^' 
ment  of  the  capitalist  regime.  Capitalist  society,  which  is  |Jas ,'j 
on  the  exploitation  of  man  by  man  and  the  hunt  for  profit 
cannot  avoid  giving  rise  to  war.  But  we  know  equally  well  th  ,* 
•ill  questions  of  the  develo|>ment  of  human  society  are  decided  f 
the  final  analysis  by  struggle— by  the  struggle  of  the  masses.  \\f 
launch  our  appeal  to  the  great  masses  who  do  not  want  War  C 
/-<  / us  untie  our  forces.  Let  us  fight  together  for  peace.  / i 

us  organise  the  united  front  of  all  who  want  to  defend  a»A 
Preserve  Peace  ” an<* 

F.ivii  at  the  gravest  moments,  the  struggle  for  peace  is  not 
ojntless  one.  It  is  not  hopeless  because,  in  struggling  for  peace 

Ihi Tr  ?UrSelveS  ?ow  on  the  stren»‘h  of  the  working^ class 

uhah  has  he  power  in  its  hands  in  the  U.S.S.R.  Note  what 

frontiv'Wf  nion  bas  achieved.  War  has  already  menaced  its 
fro  i ters  for  years.  But  by  fighting  tenaciously  for  peace  2 

Zee  h 'Vas  IK>SSiWe  to  "***  for  the  causi  of 

avoid  war u^fo'L pre.^r7fD f ? has  bcen  abJe  to 

the  breathing  space  between  the  u^Tvll  °?  M n°‘  ***■ 
have  been  so  w ■>  thtr  tlvo  cydc*  of  wars  would  not 

**'  Ihe  I>e°I,Ies  "ould  long  ago  have  been 
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liito  a new  hlaL^IlK'f.  Our  Mrugtfle  for  peace  in  which  Wc 
Ilf*  tju*  sli  uuilh  of  I he  Soviet  Union,  lias,  therefore,  every 

rv'L * . ..  * r . . t t>  . , . i-  * i M-d i L it 'li  1 1 ■ K u'i ■ 


rt  ' of  living  siio'esnfiiL  Kvury  month,  every  week  which  we 
0f  ViuA  mmw  value  fur  humanity,  £ ontd&UM  of  the  deepett 
^/■/r atiOHS  W th*  masses  and  the  vital  int*  rests  of  nil  humanity, 
nttunht  hit*  t national  puts  itsrlf  at  the  head  of  the  cam* 

* l^,JI  far  the  defence  peace  and  the  Soviet  i nion.  The  slogan 
^ peace  becomes  our  central  slogan  in  the  fight  against  war ♦ 

I polemic  ConducUd  by  Lenin  during  the  world  war  against 
'I'roi.sk yist%  over  the  sk^Ran  of  peace  was  a j olein ic  against  the 
Vfenshevik  tendency  to  counterpose  the  slogan  of  peace  tf>  the 
slojpm  defeatism  anti  the  transformation  of  the  imperialist  war 
into  u civil  war  against  the  bourgeoisie.  In  fact,  during  the  irn- 
lerialiid  war,  the  problem  could  no  longer  be  that  of  fighting  to 
jnaintain  |H?ace,  but  of  utilising  the  deep  crisis  and  the  wave  of 
hatred  against  the  capitalist  world  created  by  the  war  in  order  to 
unk'tfdi  the  proletarian  revolution  and  overthrow  the  class 
rfftm ination  of  the  bourgeoisie.  It  was  the  impeiialist  powers 
which  spoke  to  the  people  of  a “ just  11  and  “democratic  M i>eace 
in  order  to  hi  tie  the  imj>vrialist  aims  of  their  war  and  to  rally  the 
masses  to  the  chauvinist  policy  of  defence  of  the  fatherland. 

Comrades*  we  not  only  do  not  hide  the  slogan  of  the  conver- 
sion of  imperialist  war  into  civil  war,  which,  in  case  of  war, 
remains  the  fundamental  slogan  of  Bolshevik^,  but  by  fighting 
desperately  for  peace  wc  desire  ns  the  result  of  this  light  to  unite 
around  the  revolutionary  vanguard  the  masses  of  the  workers, 
toiling  peasants  and  also  the  petty  bourgeoisies  which  the  prole- 
tariat must  lead  along  the  path  of  the  conversion  of  imperialist 
war  into  civil  war  against  the  bourgeoisie. 


11  The  conversion  of  imperialist  war  into  civil  war  signifies 
above  all  revolutionary  mass  actions."  (Thesis  of  the  Sixth 
World  Congress.)  These  actions  will  be  all  the  more  possible  and 
all  the  more  threatening  for  the  bourgeoisie,  the  deeper  we  suc- 
ceed in  penetrating  among  the  masses  and  linking  ourselves  with 
them,  conducting  a struggle  for  the  defence  of  peace  prior  to  the 
outbreak  of  war,  for  the  defence  of  peace  which  is  the  most 
profound  desire  of  the  toilers. 

If  in  the  period  immediately  following  the  war  wc  did  not  put 
the  slogan  of  peace  at  the  centre  of  our  agitation,  it  was  because 
for  everyone  " peace  11  then  meant  the  peace  of  Versailles  which 
wc  condemned  and  against  which  we  were  fighting.  We  wanted 
to  avoid  even  indirectly  seeming  to  give  our  support  to  the  Ver- 
sailles system.  To-day,  when  the  Versailles  system  has  crumbled 
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ami  German  X»tion.iI-A«ialisn«  is  strive  to  provoke  a 
ivitJi  the  atm  of  forcing  on  the  peoples  <'i  luir.ipe  ;|  ' 

oppression  Mill  ••*-«  monstrtq*.  than  that  of  WlNlil!  ^ of 
defence  of  fteace  receives  an  entirely  different  eomcl)t  • th* 

u*e  defend  peace,  not  because  we  arc  nnniU>red  a,„0 
flaliln*  Tolstoyans,  Inn  because  we  are  Mriving  t<>  ensure  u,.  l!)t 
ditioiis  for  the  victory  of  the  revolution.  If  war  breaks  mu**' 
morrow  ive  shall  enter  the  struggle  with  the  greatest  deter.  • 
tion  and  fight  with  all  our  forces,  knowing  that  this 
be  a life  anti  death  struggle  between  us  anti  the  bourgeoisie,  u'!| 
know  that  our  forces  are  not  negligible.  But  are  they  equal  \,t  , 
tremendous  tasks  confronting  us  to-day  ? The  united  front  of  !k 
working  class  has  up  to  now  achieved  notable  successes  only  ; *** 
single  big  capitalist  country.  The  question  of  re-e-stablis|>jn„  !*  ** 
political  unity  of  the  working  class  in  a single  revolution,  * 
party  is  only  now  beginning  to  be  raised.  We  are,  however  ,»? 


far  from  its  solution  : 


a 

R thfc 

Mlaiy 

■ still 


" It  is  in  the  interest  of  capital,  wrote  Lenin,  11  to  destroy  u 
enemy  (the  revolutionary''  proletariat)  bit  by  bit*  before  th 
workers  in  all  countries  have  united  factually  united,  t\c  ^ 
beginning  the  revolution).  It  is  in  onr  interest  to  do  all  that  / 
possible  to  take  advantage  of  the  slightest  opportunity  i0  p0  * 
pone  the  decisive  battle  until  the  moment  (or  f till  after  *)  jjjJ 
revolutionary'  ranks  of  the  single*  great,  international  army  h 
been  united.”  * e 

By  making  the  fight  for  peace  the  centre  of  our  activity,  tt... 
give  the  lie  in  the  most  striking  manner  to  all  the  various  slan- 
derers ranging  from  the  bourgeoisie  to  the  counter-revolutionary 
Trotskyists,  who  have  the  effrontery  to  say  that  Communists  are 
in  favour  of  war,  that  they  base  their  hopes  on  war,  as  if  they 
think  that  only  war  will  create  a situation  in  which  it  will  Im- 
possible to  light  for  the  revolution,  for  the  conquest  of  power. 

We  know  quite  well  that  in  many  countries,  above  all  in  those 
which  have  a fascist  dictatorship,  there  are  toilers  who  are  in- 
clined to  think  that  only  war  can  give  their  class  the  possibility 
o renewing  the  revolutionary  struggle.  We  noted  such  ten- 
denaes  m Italy,  we  note  them  now  in  Germany.  We  know  that 

,*!.  *?nden5,es  show  themselves  above  all  among  the  elements 

das*  Th*  bC“  df10r‘,li*d  br  inflicted  on  Ihe  work ft* 
- ■ ney  an  <*  noted  in  our  rank, 

Lenin  f Selected  IVorks  Vol  VII  ,f  1 r ur*  * ^ 7*  • 

ness  and  Petty  J V11>  Left-Wing  Childish* 
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xvj1t>  deny  the  ijossibility  of  carrying  on  mass  work  and 
clcniciij'  a||  , oiuliiiuns,  utilising  even  the  slightest  legal 

Any  concession  to  these  tendencies  or  to  these 
jits  who  desire  the  outbreak  of  war*  even  if  they  mask  their 
by  revolutionary  phrases,  can  only  separate  us  from 
°P*K>r  SSCSi  Moreover,,  we  already  know  hv  experience  that  all 
who,  inside  the  working-class  movement,  exalted  imperial- 
. SC.ir  n-s  a menus  of  clearing  the  path  to  revolution,  have 
*l|tau)y  been  driven  in  the  final  analysis  to  break  their  con- 
tracts* with  the  working  class  and  are  to-day  in  the  camp  of 

fascism. 

In  struggling  for  pence  wc  are  carrying  out  the  best  defence  of 
t . .Soviet  Union.  No  <<ne  can  doubt  that  the  coming  war,  even 
.,  it  were  to  begin  as  a war  between  two  big  imperialist  powers  or 
war  of  a big  power  against  a small  country,  will  inevitably 
tend  to  develop  into  and  will  inevitably  become  a war  against  the 
Soviet  Union,  hi  very  year  and  every  month  of  respite  is  a 
guarantee  for  us  that  the  Soviet  l nion  will  be  in  a position  to 
repulse  more  strongly  the  attack  of  the  imperialists.  Our  struggle 
for  peace  is  thus  directly  linked  up  with  the  peace  policy  of  the 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics. 

The  cause  of  peace  and  the  cause  of  defending  the  Soviet  Union 
become  a single  cause,  and  not  a single  worker  will  refuse  to  fight 

for  it. 


VI.  THE  PEACE  POr.ICY  OF  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

I think  that  no  toiler,  nor  anyone,  can  doubt  that  the  policy  of 
the  Soviet  Union  is  a policy  of  peace.  The  fact  that  the  Soviet 
Union  pursues  a policy  of  peace  is  not  accidental,  is  not  depen- 
dent upon  any  transient  state  of  things.  This  policy  is  organically 
connected  with  the  very  nature  of  Soviet  Power,  with  the  entire 
history  of  its  development,  with  all  that  it  is  and  does. 

In  iQt?,  was  not  the  slogan  of  peace  one  of  the  main  slogans 
with  which  the  Bolsheviks  proceeded  to  conquer  power?  The 
Soviet  government  from  the  very  first  days  of  its  existence  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  masses  as  the  government  that  strove  for  the 
ending  of  the  imjierinlist  war  anti  for  peace.  The  decree  on  peace 
was  the  first  decree  which,  after  a report  by  Lenin,  was  passed  by 
the  Congress  of  Workers’  and  Peasants’  Deputies  on  November  8, 
1917,  immediately  after  the  formation  of  the  Soviet  government. 
This  decree,  which  proposed  the  immediate  conclusion  of  a 
genuine  democratic  peace  and  the  annulment  of  all  the  treaties  of 
the  war  period,  was  not  followed  by  the  conclusion  of  peace 
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jhV., (use  it  was  rejected  by  all  the  imperialist  jKnvcrs  , 
rffcrct*  >tx*u i foi  tlitf  Ri  giu if  m intuit  tJii"  4il*f  ^ 

of  the  w uh'  inas.se>  of  tin-  toilers  and  Iivlpvrf  tin-  Suviv[  S'IfJ^rt 
meat  to  win  that  mass  basis  which  since  then  hns  |wt)  „ K,n>rfK 
more  enlarged  ami  consolidated,  {l' 

This  indestructible  linking  up  of  the  masses  ,* f Worfc 
peasants  with  their  Soviet  government  on  the  basis  of ,, 
jxMCe  was  reinforced  by  the  conclusion  of  the  Breath of 
Peace,  which  offers  us  an  example  of  the  cominiofis  the  ( 
iinpL'riolisLs  would  have  imjwscd  on  the  whole  world  if  t|J * er,|,®n 
succeeded  in  completely  realising  their  plans.  In  unpin^  / ! ,;j<I 
mined  struggle  against  the  petty  bourgeois  adventurism  f ^ 
so-called  M Left  " Communists  who,  in  the  days  <>f  Hrest-J  h 
dreamed  of  a 11  revolutionary  M wfar,  Lenin  and  tin  Hr>js]  |°Vilfb 
Party  stressed  before  the  masses  that  the  Soviet  govern mc,j.Kv^ 
not  pursuing  a policy  of ,f  prestige  M but  was  guided  in  its  f/>r  U;js 
policy  exclusively  by  the  interests  of  the  preservation  T^n 
strengthening  of  the  positions  held  by  the  revolution, 

“ Our  entire  policyand  propaganda,"  wrote  Lenin  in  this 
function,  41  is  bv  no  means  directed  tonank  dr m-int,  tiw.  . 


nection,  " is  by  no  means  directed  towards  drawing  the  rteeJd1* 
int^o  war,  but  to  put  an  end  to  war,  Kxperience  also  Ins  ^ 
ficieutly  demonstrated  that  only  the  socialist  revolution  is  4 \ 
out  of  j>erj)etual  wars.  , , . But  if  in  doing  everythin-  it  is  5 

■“krt  II  * mm  A Jl  J.  _ _ ■ J.  -**  * _ * J.  * . * ' li]i  T"!  Ill- 


out  of  perpetual  wars.  . . . But  if  in  doing  everything  it  is 
]>ouxt  to  do  to  accelerate  this  revolution  we  find  ourselves  i«  ?,Ur 
position  of  a weak  Socialist  Republic  which  is  being  attacked  t 
the  imperialist  robbers,  are  we  correct  in  our  policy  of  tit-;  ^ 
advantage  of  the  dissension  between  them  so  ns  todnake  fk^ 
combining  against  us  more  difficult?  Of  course,  such  a Jr 
“ W«  iMve  pursued  it  tor  four  yours.  A d .he^.  '5' 

«m  r -if  ’?anifcs,"«  “*  >»«'>•  >™>  the  B«.  J-S2* 

>vhik  German  nupenabsm  was  showing  resistance  uv,ea?c* 

■C°"lra-,1'ct.io.ns  °f  ,hc  iuipcriniists  nmonK  thou 

£*£££  SSP?"*  — -1-  .*0  ISi 

colfliitr ,his  ,K>?icy  °f  l>ra™  >ho  Soviet  Union  has  been 
, uf  to  now  m smashing  all  the  plans  of  ,v,i,r  c‘ 
encirclement  concocted  against  it  hv  th  • “ isolation  and 

penahst  states  of  any  imnortan«>  ?e  ,mI)Cr,ahsts.  All  jm. 

"""■  *****  55*  ta-W  *,  Vol;  xxv£ 
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which  has  refund  to  conclude  Mich  ft  pact,  Worn  the 
JaP*111  ^juk-rt-nce  In  1022  right  down  to  the  Diftirmamt-ni  Con- 
L ^ -Soviet  t fn ion  has  continually  and  energetically  raised 
frrenc**  ^ ,-,f  complete  disarmament.  W hen  its  proposals  for 
d,c  ^ disarmament  were  rejected  it  came  forward  with  the 
L"  i f€>r  tj^rliftl  disarmament,  fighting  to  the  very  end  to 

firOPCS®1  1 . 

■minidi  the  war  danger. 

In  the  jK>st-war  period,  Social  I kmt^racy  \v;is  in  jK>wer  in  quite 
Hinder  of  countries.  Hut  there  n single  Soeml-Democratic 
:l  that  did  one-hundredth  part  as  much  in  the  cause  of 


ovetn 


metit 


K the  Soviet  Union  has  done?  L there  a single  Social- 

I niocratic  government  which  declared  for  the  abrogation  of  nil 
* c i(  (realivs  concluded  by  the  bourgeoisie  for  the  preparation  of 
■*f  which  solemnly  renounced  so-called  historical  **  rights 
clashing  with  the  interests  of  other  countries  ut  the  interests  of 

Soviet  government  gives  us  an  example  how  the  fight  for 
.-ice  must  be  conducted  by  its  coolness  and  resoluteness  in  rela- 
tion to  nil  the  provocations  of  the  Japanese  generals,  I * there, 
has  there  ever  been  a government  that  was  able  to  do  in  the 
defence  of  peace  what  the  Soviets  did  when  they  proceeded  to 
to  sell  the  Chinese  K astern  Railway?  The  U.S.S.R.  has  shown 
in  this  case  how  one  must  act  i!  one  desires  to  avoid  war.  Only 
the  working  class  in  power  is  able  to  pursue  such  a cool  and,  at 
the  same  time*  bold  policy  of  peace. 

By  its  pence  policy  the  Soviet  Tnion  has  proved  that  only 
Socialism  means  peace.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  this  policy  has 
mobilised  and  mobilises  the  proletarians  of  all  countries  to  fight 
for  .Socialism,  and  rallies  around  the  working  class  millions  of 
toilers,  peasants  and  intellectuals  who  hate  war  and  are  striving 
to  presene  peace. 

But  comrades,  the  peace  policy  of  the  Soviet  Knion  is  not  a 
policy  of  capitulation  to  the  enemy,  is  not  a policy  causing  the 
U.S.S.R.  to  close  ils  eyes  to  realities,  to  renounce  defence  of  the 
gains  of  the  Revolution, 


“The  development  of  capitalism,”  wrote  Lenin  in  1916, 
M proceeds  very  unevenly  in  the  various  countries.  This  cannot 
be  otherwise  under  commodity  production.  It  inevitably  follows 
from  this  that  Socialism  cannot  be  victorious  simultaneously  in 
a/f  countries.  It  will  be  victorious  first  in  one,  or  several 
countries,  while  the  others  will  for  some  time  remain  bourgeois 
or  pre-bourgeois.  This  must  not  only  create  friction,  but  a direct 
striving  on  the  port  of  the  bourgeoisie  of  other  countries  to  crush 
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the  victorious  proletariat  of  the  ;Sovinhf.t  State,  In  ,(l 
war  on  our  part  would  I*  a cRil.mile  ami  just  w;,r,  it  * 

* war  Cor  .Socialism,  for  the*  hbrn.inm  <«i  mlivi  kw,k.s  f 1,,«l  b, 
bourgeoisie.  Engels  was  qu.te  right  « hen  l)is  , Uie 
I Kautsky,  September  M»  I#*.  hf  °l,e',lv'  tin-  , > 

What  he  had  in  mind  was  the  defence  of  the  ueto,  imis  Prol 

against  the  bourgeoisie  of  other  countries.  r'at 

' From  this  historically  determined  inevitability  „f  the  att 
of  the  imperialists  against  the  S‘X.>iaIi,’t  State,  tainted 
Unin  as  early  as  iqi6.  arises  the  necessity  fur  the  i;.ss 
to  defend  itself  and  to  possess  for  this  purpose  a po^erf 
army.  Hut  we  must  emphasise  that  this  army  js  by  • 
nature  an  entirely  different  army  from  the  armies  of  all  r,t 
countries.  A war  which  this  army  will  be  compelled  to  u.*f 
will  always  lie  a just  war  of  defence.  ' 

“ The  old  army,"  we  read  in  the  introductory  portion  of  tI, 
decree  on  the  organisation  of  the  Red  Army,  " was  an  intrunieni 
for  the  class  oppression  of  the  toilers  by  the  bourgeoisie.  When 
power  passed  to  the  toilers  and  to  the  exploited  classes,  th. 
necessity  arose  of  creating  a new  army  to  be  the  support  of  tht 
Soviet  government  at  the  present  time,  the  basis  for  supplant  ini, 
in  the  near  future  the  regular  army  by  a general  arming  of 
people  and  to  serve  as  a support  for  the  coming  Socialist 
Revolution  in  Europe. " 

And  indeed,  since  the  existence  of  the  Red  Army  we  have  f0r 
the  first  time  in  history  a situation  where  a formidable  armed 
force  is  put  at  the  service  of  the  cause  of  peace.  Note  the 
hypocrisy  with  which  the  representatives  of  the  imperialists  at 
Geneva  discussed  for  years  whether  it  is  possible  to  put  an  armed 
force  at  the  service  of  the  so-called  international  organisation 
of  peace.  They  discussed  it  only  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  this  was  an  unrealisable  dream.  The  armies  of  the 
imperialists  can  indeed  never  be  instruments  of  peace  because 
of  their  very  claas  character,  But  the  class  character  of  the 
Red  Army  makes  it  a force  which  stands  in  the  service  of  peace 
and  inspires  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  fascists,  the  aggressors' 

the  war  incendiaries.  The  Red  Army  is  an  army  of  peace  became 
it  is  uil  army  of  the  working  class* 

_ On  January  i,  1930,  31.2  per  cent,  of  the  Red  Army  were 

I-enin,  Collected  Weeks*  Vol  yiy  #i 
Programme  of  the  Proletarian  Revolution”  ’ ™ Mthtar-V 


On  January  1,  i«4.  the  percentage  of  workers  had 
workers*  ^ while  ;,I  llitr  beginning  of  this  year  it  was  40.3 
rise11  *”  * ■ jjjjj,  percentage  incn-.ises  on  passing  from  the 

per  cc?  ,jR.  membership  of  the  Red  Army  to  its  middle  and  upper 
pissS o li,  t*:i<ltL's.  'rhe  contradiction  which  tears  apart  the 
ormR.^_  where  the  mass  of  soldiers  consists  of  jieasants 
bourg“°^ej(((  {jie  coitunnnding  cadres  consist  of  representa- 

aad  Ill(>st  reactionary  classes  and  cliques,  this  contradic* 

live*  « unj,nmv.„  (l>  tfic*  Red  Army.  .Seventy-two  per  cent,  of 
d°n  * jrjtjienlol  commanders  are  workers,  c,<>  per  cent,  of  the 
' ,•  nal  commanded,  while  the  commanders  of  army  corps 

® . . i}(  working-class  elements  lo  the  extent  of  100  per  cent. 

c0,’s'?  (?l.  ) Is  a more  concrete  proof  necessary  to  show  that  the 
Army  is  an  instrument  of  pence  held  in  the  firm  hands  of 

the  working  class. 

The  workers  and  collective  fanners  who  form  the  overwhelm- 
niajority  in  the  Red  Army  are  no  longer  “ soldiers.”  They  are 
rt  0f  that  wonderful  Soviet  youth  whose  representatives  vve 
3 eetvd  3t  the  owning  session  of  our  Congress  and  who  constitute 
?][e  sole  example  in  the  world  of  a new  generation,  free,  mighty, 
joyful  and  confident  of  the  future. 

They  are  the  sons  of  the  heroes  of  the  Civil  War.  They  are 
tl,  which  has  learned  the  conscious,  voluntary  discipline  of 
Socialist  labour  in  the  factory  and  the  collective  farm.  They  are 
\ youth  which  knows  that  it  owes  to  the  revolution  and  the 
Soviet  power  that  it  has  been  spared  the  horror  of  capitalist 
factories,  of  unemployment,  <»f  material  and  spiritual  misery. 
This  youth  is  imbued  with  the  psychology  of  creation,  because 
rhe  land  in  which  it  was  born  is  the  only  country  where  factories, 
cities,  socialist  industry,  collective  farms,  a new  life,  are  being 
built  on  a grand  scale.  The  Soviet  Union  is  the  land  of  the 
pioneers  of  a new  civilisation,  and  is  consequently  the  land  of 
peace.  The  psychopathic  urge  for  conquest,  decadent  raptures 
over  bloodshed  and  predatory  wars  as  the  sole  ” sanitary 
measures  ” for  humanity,  can  be  engendered  only  in  countries 
of  decaying  capitalism. 

The  proletarians  in  the  capitalist  countries  know  that  the  Red 
Army  is  headed  by  the  most  devoted  fighters  for  the  Revolution. 
They  know  that  at  the  head  of  the  Red  Army  stands  our  Comrade 
Voroshilov,  a champion  of  the  proletarian  revolution,  the  son  of 
a railroad  worker  and  a charwoman,  a man  who  at  the  age  of 
seven  worked  in  a coal  mine  at  a wage  of  ten  kopeks  per  day, 
who,  a smith  by  profession,  a member  of  the  Bolshevik  Party 
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even  before  the  Revolution  ©f  «**.  a man  whoso  c,ltjre 
linked  with  the  struggle*  at  *!'L*  Xl,l,«',;,r‘l  (ht'  Rus^fon  ,Jl(e  *» 

pnder  the  leadership  of  I.emo  and  Malm,  one  who  I, as  2 *" 

/ teen  a most  disciplined  HoMu  v.k,  . o,  lhv  V,t  ( « S* 

Lenin  and  Stalin.  (7A«  r s/aii./  and  >««*,,  „ ' Of 

ttu/fen  is  Amte«r  a/  towiorfo  I oroshtlovk  '**(> 

Will  not  the  miners  front  the  Ruhr  and  the  North  of  j.y 
mill  not  the  unfortunate  workers  in  the  textile  factories  0f  i"1®*. 
recognise  in  Comrade  Voroshilov  and  in  the  other  leaders  ,,f 
Ked  Army  their  class  brothers  and  comrades-in-arms  ? * 'lit 

The  revolutionary  workers  of  the  whole  world  know  ([,. 
the  ranks  of  the  Red  Army  the  percentage  of  llolshevife  p*  in 
members  and  Young  Communist  l eague  members  is  st  *r|l‘ 
increasing.  Ihey  know  that  the  Workers  anti  Leasantg’  b ^ 
Army,  created  by  Lenin,  which  was  forged  (hiring  the  Civil  Un 
under  the  direct  leadership  of  Lenin  and  was  Jed  to  victory  »r' 
the  great  Stalin,  is  guided  by  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Sovi>V 
Union,  the  sole  Party  so  far  which  has  given  an  exanip]t. 
persistent  and  victorious  struggle  against  imperialist  war.  °f 
Every  step  forward,  therefore,  in  strengthening  the  Worker* 
and  Peasants*  Red  Army  is  greeted  with  the  greatest  joy  by  a|, 
the  exploited  and  by  all  friends  of  peace  in  all  the  capita];,., 
countries. 

The  international  proletariat  knows  and  understands  that 
humanity  would  long  ago  have  been  draged  into  the  abyss  of  War 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Red  Army;  it  understands  that  the 
existence  of  this  powerful  force  is  the  guarantee  of  peace  an(i 
of  the  victory  of  the  working  class. 

I am  convinced  that  I express  the  will  of  all  those  present  at 
this  Congress,  the  will  of  the  toilers  of  the  whole  world  in 
sending  our  most  ardent  greetings  to  the  Red  Army. 

Long  Live  the  Workers’  and  Peasants’  Red  Army,  the  bulwark 
of  peace,  the  army  of  Socialism  and  Revolution,  the  hope  of  the 
workers  of  the  whole  world.  {Prolonged,  stormy  applause.) 

Vf  J.  Ml JTl TAL  AID  PACTS  AND  THE  INTERNATION \T 

PROLETARIAT 

Comrades,  since  the  peace  policy  of  the  Soviet  Union  presumes 
the  consideration  by  the  proletarian  state  of  the  contradictions 
ween  the  capitalist  countries,  its  bounds  are  determined  in 

iradichW  ‘ by,  raa*ni,udt-  inlelMil>’  and  nature  of  those  eon- 

latrw  T j'j,  ? “T*  forms  c”"n0‘ l,ut  When  the 

international  situation  changes  as  a whole, 
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. . not  been  underatood  by  thofsc  who  have  evinced 

riient  at  the  modification  in  the  Soviet  I'n ion's  attitude 
the  l.eaRiic  of  Nations.  The  League  nf  Nations  was 
^ ;lJ1  j international  organisation  under  the  leadership 
forflW  powers  ful  lhv  j an  pose  of  maintaining  the 

**  established  by  the  jtostavar  treaties.  I*  rom  the  day 
' °*f<  ^foundation  it  has  been  undermined  by  antagonisms  and 
But  when  the  problem  of  the  repartition  of  the  world 
C°n  bed  an  extreme  accentuation,  when  some  of  the  big 
t ialist  powers,  which  thought  that  the  hour  had  struck  when 
^f'^nroblcm  emild  he  solved  by  force  of  arms,  developed  their 


The  masses  see  that  the  League  showed  its  impotence  in  face 
f the  seizure  of  Manchuria  by  Japan,  in  face  of  the  wars  waged 
» - the  vassals  of  the  United  States  and  f ireat  Hritain  in  South 
America,  and  in  face  of  the  aggression  of  fascist  Italy  against 
Abvssinio.  Hut  this  impotence  is  accompanied  l>y  hesitation  and 
1 ,:stance  on  the  part  of  the  powers  which  at  the  moment  are  not 
d rectly  interested  in  war.  1 he  most  aggressive  countries  have 
left  the  League  of  Nations:  Japan  in  iota,  (Germany  in  1034, 

, the  League  of  Nations,  although  formally  making  no  altera- 
tion in  its  organisation  and  statutes,  nevertheless  offers  a certain 
obstacle  to  the  realisation  of  the  plans  of  these  powers  and  can 
be  utilised  to  postpone  the  outbreak  of  war.  The  Soviet  Union 
took  this  situation  into  account  when  it  changed  its  attitude 
toward  the  League  of  Nations.  The  entry  of  the  Soviet  Union 
into  the  League  of  Nations  showed  the  masses  that  the  leaders  of 
the  Soviet  Union  are  not  doctrinaires,  but  Marxists  who  correctly 
appraise  the  relation  of  forces  existing  in  the  capitalist  world  and 
who  know  how  to  make  use  of  even  the  smallest  ]w>ssibility  to 
extend  their  action  in  defence  of  peace  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
Revolution. 


The  entry  into  the  League  of  Nations  was  followed  by  further 
still  bolder  steps  in  the  unfolding  of  the  peace  ]>olicy  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  proportion  as  the  threat  of  war  increased  and 
the  contradictions  sharpened  between  the  countries  that  are 
instigators  of  war  and  the  countries  that  at  the  moment  are 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  peace.  This  contradiction  can 
be  made  use  of  to  a greater  extent  than  all  previous  ones  because 
it  determined  the  temporary  coincidence  of  the  permanent  aims 
of  the  peace  policy  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  temporary  aims 
of  the  policy  of  certain  capitalist  countries. 


•li 


The  I’.S.S.R.  « sr«o) : step  funranl  towards  the  rill„ 

men.  between  it  and  «f»  (w«*  who*  J*h, 

denct,  as  w have  already  pointed  out.  fe  threatened  u1*1* 
war  plans  of  German  fascism.  he  mmachvmKnt  tb, 

stales,  for  which  the  aRKre»i*>n  of  NationaKSocfaltam  rei»3**l 


a„  exceptionally  concrete  ami  serious  danger,  led,  as  y ‘ ^ 
to  formulating  the  definition  of  an  aggressor.  This  ,ici3ni*,“- v,. 
of  interest  to  tis  here  less  as  a ^Tiploniaiic  event  than  as  ' J ti 
cute  expression  of  the  real  connection  which  is  comf,,  1 4Vjf|- 
being  between  the  workers  of  the  Sov  iet  Union  who  are  defe*  I*110 
the  achievements  of  the  proletarian  revolution  on  the  „„t.  ,,sJt 
.,nd  on  the  other,  the  small  (woples  mid  small  nation*  that ^ 
defending  their  liberty  and  national  integrity,  and  all  tht.  r',  aft 

of  peace.  1 

Realising  the  role  which  the  national  i|iic>ti<ui  j.|.lVs  ,n 

life  of  the  peoples,  we  have  to  reckon  on  the  absolute  probabir 
that  in  case  of  a war  provoked  by  German  fascism,  cert 
peoples  of  IvurojK  who  have  secured  their  iiidcj»en<ience  at  Jh*1 
cost  of  great  suffering  will  prefer,  in  order  to  preserve  it,  to  fj,,k4 

_ lL  ' t / tk  C I MlxOl  •!*_  lllll  f itlll*  I'Mimt*  I- 


on  the  side  of  the  Soviet  Union  as  the  only  country  in  the 


where  the  national  question  has  been  solved  in  accordance  Wj.t 
the  aspirations  of  the  peoples  by  granting  to  every  nationalj, 
the  right  of  self-determination.  At  nil  events,  we  know  that  \ij 
is  in  the  interests  of  the  (veoples  of  Czechoslovakia,  Lithuania 
and  a number  of  other  small  states,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  0r 
the  revolutionary  vanguard  of  the  working  class  to  prevent  the 
bourgeoisie  of  these  countries  from  pursuing  a policy  which  runs 
counter  to  these  interests. 

The  proposal  for  the  conclusion  of  the  Eastern  Pact  was  made 
after  establishing  the  definition  of  the  aggressor.  living  based 
on  recognition  of  peace  as  indivisible  and  of  the  imj>o&sibiIity 
of  separating  the  danger  of  war  menacing  the  East  of  Europe 
from  the  threat  of  war  in  the  West,  this  proposal  was  intended 
to  achieve  the  result  of  putting  the  instigators  of  war  into  a 

difficult  position  and  of  rallying  all  friends  of  peace  whoever 
they  were. 

As  is  well  known,  the  proposal  for  the  conclusion  of  an 

lastcrii  Pact  was  rejected  by  the  warmongers,  and  this  was 

bound  to  be  followed  by  the  establishment  of  an  especially  close 

connect, on  between  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  states  interested 

ctne  resistance  to  the  present  aggressors— which  has  led  to 

the  conclusion  of  pacts  of  mutual  aid  between  the  Soviet  Union 
on  .he  one  hand,  and  fence  and 


* finest  ion  of  ihvsc  mutual  aid  pacts  is  one  which  is  of  the 
* interest  at  this  iiiumcnl  to  international  working-class 
1 pjnjnii.  It  K net  cvGHY  that  we  should  dwell  on  it  in  more 
['he  mutual  aid  pacts  Concluded  by  the  Soviet  Union  are 
^Llli ,.',rthimv  with  the  lines  of  development  of  the  peace  i>olicy  of 


,J1  cpviet  Union,  the  foundations  *>i  which  were  laid  down  by 
They  are  peace  pacts,  publicly  arrived  at,  open  to  all, 
d by  no  means  secret  war  agreements,  like  those  which  were 
^ncludtd  by  tsarist  diplomacy  or  the  pact  which  has  been  con- 
i (j  between  ( JeriTian  fascism  and  fascist  Poland,  At  the  same 

cm<1  , . ..  „ c ,u*.  it  . * . * * 


, -Jutted  by  tsari-4  diplomacy  or  the  pact  which  has  been  con- 

< v e _ * / - . ik  « i i . -i 


■jue<  they  are  profoundly  different  from  all  those  platonic  acts 
tul  declarations,  cntirc-h  empty  of  any  renl  political  content  and 
inspired  solely  by  hypocrisy,  such  as  the  declarations  with  which 
nost-war  diplomacy  has  made  us  familiar — beginning  with  the 
Kellogg  f’act>  a,|d  extending  right  up  to  the  final  declaration  of 
the  Disarmament  Conference. 

Tju*  mutual  aid  pacts  concluded  by  the  Soviet  Union  are  acts 
of  a serious,  positive  political  character,  aiming  at  uniting  all 
forces  which  it  is  possible  to  attract  :it  this  moment  to  active 
defence  of  peace.  On  this  acount  we  are  surprised  that  anyone 
could  find  strange  that  the  conclusion  of  the  mutual  aid  pact 
with  France  was  accompanied  by  a declaration  of  Comrade  Stalin, 
in  which  he  expressed  “ complete  tinderstanding  and  approval 
of  the  policy  of  national  defence  pursued  by  France  lor  maintain- 
ing its  armed  forces  at  the  level  corresponding  to  the  needs  of  its 
security.”  Rather,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  have  been 
strange  if  a declaration  of  this  kind  had  not  followed,  for  the 
absence  of  such  a precise  definition  of  standpoint  would  have 
deprived  the  mutual  aid  Pact  of  all  its  efficacy  as  an  instrument 
of  positive  peace  policy. 

Front  the  point  of  view  of  theory,  the  possibility  under  certain 
conditions  of  concluding  an  agreement  envisaging  even  military 
collaboration  between  the  working-class  state  and  a capitalist 
state  is  not  open  to  doubt.  Lenin  wrote  about  this  more 
than  once. 

In  May,  iqiS,  when  a proposal  for  a military  agreement  was 
made  to  the  Soviet  Republic  by  the  Anglo-French  allies,  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Russian  Communist  Party  rejected  the 
proposal  on  grounds,  not  of  principle  but  of  simple  political 
expediency,  not  considering  such  an  agreement  useful  in  the 
existing  circumstances.  Lenin  wrote  at  the  time ; 


Without  renouncing  in  general  military  agreements  with  one 
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,*jgjgg  ‘SSSTriSSli  S i£"  .klEv**, 

-**igglll>.  o* *t totter  ...<l  i«m,l,«.. 

KT  ‘ , • , Sw  power  «**&»*  *»  •»*  ■»  the  Present  „lf) 

of  iin>  n»l  milit  irv  .igrcciiU'nt  with  (lie  Ainilo  *- 

mini  nCCCl’t  n muiurj  •»>  ‘‘"Mo.j.,  •, 


c«nn«>t  accept 
coalition."  * 


nns  comrades,  the  position  of  the  bolshevik,  in  r,lR 
this  question  is  absolutely  clear.  V ithoui  violatm*  ,|u.  I>as«  to 
Soviet  power,  but,  on  the  contrary,  reinforcing  tins  basis,  ,,  °* 
do  everything  htCMpy  so  as  not  to  have  aKam>t  tlu-m  «,„  * 

Jatrtl  bloc  of  capitalist  countries.  1 hey  coiisiiiei . ami,  of  colt  ' 
<niite  rightlv.  ihal  the  infantry,  cavalry,  guns,  tanks  ami  1 

planes  of  German  fascism  are  something  very  concrete,  and  „ J 
strive  to  oppose  them  by  something  equally  concrete.  yC 
proletariat  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Bolshevik  Tarty  in 
in  the  Soviet  Union  cannot  and  should  not  adopt  any  0tj,Cr 

attitude.  , , ,. 

And  what  of  our  Parties  in  the  capitalist  countries?  j,  . 

precisely  on  them  that  our  enemies  of  all  shades  and  varieties 

attempted  to  concentrate  their  attacks;  they  looked  tor  SoIT)t 

contradiction  alleged  to  exist  between  Comrade  St. din  s declara. 

tion  and  the  policy  of  the  Communist  Parties,  particularly  ;n 

France  and  Czechoslovakia,  which  are  struggling  against  tlieir 

own  bourgeoisies,  refusing  to  vote  military  budgets,  in  France 

voting  against  the  two-years  military  service  law,  etc.  The 

bourgeoisie  began  this  line  of  attack,  they  were  followed  by  u!e 

Socialists,  and  very  soon  the  counter-revolutionary  Trotskyists 

and  renegades  of  all  kinds  outdid  all  the  rest  in  lying  slanders. 

Taken  as  a whole,  our  Parties  succeeded  in  judging  the  situa- 

tion  correctly.  There  have  been  some  waverings,  there  have 

been  individual  comrades  who  have  even  been  able  to  think 

that  the  conclusion  of  the  mutual  aid  pacts  means  losing  sight  of 

the  perspective  of  revolution  in  Europe.  Practical  experience  has 

rapidly  convinced  these  comrades  that  they  were  grossly  mistaken 

and  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  new  pact  by  which  the  Soviet 

Union  confirmed  its  jieace  policy  could  only  enhance  the 

prestige  of  the  proletarian  state  in  the  eyes  of  the  toilers  of  all 

countries,  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world,  and  consequently  also 

the  prestige  of  Socialism  and  the  proletarian  revolution.  The 

bourgeois  who  imagined  that  they  could  throw  the  Communist 

movement  into  confusion  by  their  declaring  that  it  was  now  they 

who  were  in  agreement  frith  the  Communists,  with  the 

* Lenin,  Collected  Works , Vol.  XXX,  Russian  ed. 


(he  Soviet  Union,  have  been  grossly  deceived. 
France  and  ill  Czechoslovakia  replied:  If  it  is 
'flic  Soviets  acted  rightly,  well  then  we  shall  vote  for 

ifUC  lull,  of  course,  for  the  real  ones. 


flic  11141  lhc  soviets  acted  rightly,  wen  then  we  snau  vine  w 

true  lh“  nunists,  but,  of  course,  for  the  real  ones. 

tin!  . ve  iH.en  comrades  who  have  compared  the  con* 

* -Krt'if  the  mutual  aid  pacts  to  a compulsory  retreat  under  the 
fltisii’11  " , (jlt.  vnemy.  Hut  these  few  comrades  have  only 
pressure'  th;it  tjiey  !irc  nol  ai,ie  |0  distinguish  between  a 

^and  an  adv  ancc.  Could  one  conceive  a more  remarkable 
fCtrcnt  *l  tjle  faet  that  a liitf  capitalist  country  is  compelled 
success 

an  aur cement  of  mutual  aid  with  the  Soviet  Union,  an 
to  s1^  t tju.  content  which  K defence  against  an  nggresvir. 
if ^ 0f  peace  ami  of  the  frontiers  of  the  country  of 

^IleWrian  dictatorship?  .... 

f>r*|  *(c  0f  the  few  waverings  mentioned,  all  our  Sections,  and 

rlicular  the  Communist  Parties  in  countries  directly 
jn  _ (j  jn  tJiis  question,  have  shown  a very  high  degree  of 
’"rtical  maturity.  They  have  understood  that  as  far  as  they 
P011  concerned  it  was  important  not  only  to  understand  and 
"6  ovc  an  act  emphasising  the  peace  policy  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
i that  it  was  essential  to  determine  their  own  political  line, 

. . „ nccount  of  the  situation  in  which  they  are  placed,  a situa- 
tion which  is  profoundly  different  from  that  of  the  Bolshevik 
Paity  and  working  class  in  the  U.S.S.R. 

For  us  it  is  absolutely  indisputable  that  there  is  a complete 
identity  of  aim  between  the  peace  policy  of  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  policy  of  the  working  class  and  Communist  Parties  of 
the  capitalist  countries.  1'here  is  not.  and  cannot  be,  any  doubt 
in  our  ranks  on  this  subject.  We  not  only  defend  the  Soviet 
Union  in  general.  We  defend  concretely  its  whole  policy  and 
each  of  its  actions.  Hut  this  identity  of  aim  by  no  means  signifies 
that  at  every  given  moment  there  must  be  a complete  coincidence 
jn  all  acts  and  on  all  questions  between  the  tactics  of  the  prole- 
tariat and  Communist  Parlies  that  are  still  struggling  for  power 
and  the  concrete  tactical  measures  of  the  Soviet  proletariat  and 
the  C.P.S.U.,  which  already  have  power  in  their  hands  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

Examples  of  this  non -coincidence  between  the  positions  of  the 
Party  of  the  proletariat  in  various  countries  in  regard  to  some 
concrete  question  could  be  multiplied. 

Let  us  take,  for  example  the  policy  of  the  Bolshevik  Party  in 
iqj7  after  the  February  Revolution.  During  this  period,  the  task 
of  the  working  class  and  of  its  revolutionary  vanguard  through- 


out  Che  capitalist  world  coiimMcU  mi  struggli,,*  for 

fommtmn  of  the  i«i«rWist  wai  "do  " civil  Uar  '» 

. ,,  * * _ :»  * *.*k 


“'Iv 


fW  r ^ ill* 'i.f! 

bourKCoisic,  thill  is  to  «0\  m strugglnm  tut  „ ri>V|  . * ,v 

overthrow  <>f  the  capitalist  order.  Hut,  in  Russia  if, 


*»*■*“*“■  w — w mi  J-|i  - * jp- 

February  Revolution  the  position  of  the  working  ,.|  r th* 
different  to  that  in  other  Countries,  for  in  Russia  the  f**  ,v*\ 
of  the  transformation  of  the  imj*malist  war  into  a cjvjj  ^Ust 
already  been  accomplished.  In  all  other  countries,  the  f 
class  could  achieve  the  conversion  of  the  imperialist  «. 
civil  war  only  by  struggling  to  overthrow  the  national  c*r..i?to 
governments  then  in  power.  In  Russia,  on  the  contra/!  ,l’°n 
aim  which  Lenin  put  before  the  vanguard  of  the  Working'  l,lt 
during  the  first  period  after  February  Was  not  that 
immediate  overthrow  of  the  Provisional  government.  ‘ 


" NTmv  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  advance  directly  to 
overthrow  of  the  Government,  ! recause  it  was  bound  up  V** 
the  Soviets,  which  were  under  the  influence  of  the  defencistc 


the  Party  would  have  had  to  wage  war  both  against  the  g0 'l,'d 
ment  «ind  n st  flic  Soviets,  which  was  beyond  its  strength ^ 

It  was  necessary  above  all  to  win  over  the  masses  to  Holshev* 
and  to  strive  for  the  creation  of  a government  based  on  V?1 

Soviets,  where  the  Mensheviks  and  -Socialist -Revolutionaries  «r» 
had  a majority;  this  would  allow  of  unmasking  the  count1 
revolutionary  policy  of  these  petty -bourgeois  parties  and  isolatj  F 
them  from  the  masses.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  overthro* 
the  Provisional  Government,  but  " not  immediatclv  and  « * 
along  the  usual  lines."  01 

Was  the  aim  for  which  the  Bolsheviks  were  struggling  j 
Russia  and  the  revolutionary  Social -Democrats  in  the  othe° 
countries  the  same?  Yes,  it  was  the  same.  But  was  there  at 
that  particular  time  a complete  coincidence  in  the  position 
of  the  Bolsheviks  in  Russia  and  of  the  revolutionary*  Social 
Democrats  in  the  other  countries  on  this  central  question  of 
attitude  towards  the  government?  No,  no  such  coincidence 
existed,  and  its  absence  was  a consequence  of  the  different  degree 

° <k‘veI°,1,|lent  of  th«  revolutionary  struggle  and  the  difference 
ill  the  relation  of  the  class  forces  in  the  different  countries. 

It  was  just  for  this  reason  [hat  Lenin  wrote  that  the  Bolsheviks 

Uf??Cr  u sfrete,Ii  and  Kerensky  were  no  longer  defeatists 
although  the  supreme  goal  of  their  policy  remained  as  before  the 

* Stalin,  The  October  Revolution,  p,  75. 
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t|(iu  of  the  imperialist  war  into  a civil  war.  In  this 
|jj£  saint  revolutionary  policy  dem  untied  from  the 
after  the  February  Revolution,  under  the 
government,  different  tactics  from  those  of 
class  in  the  capitalist  countries  where  the  revolution 

* . tit  yet  so  advanced, 

n . ssjc  example  of  noil-comprehension  of  the  fact  that  the 
*\  C jalK>sittons  of  the  proletarian  Parlies  lit  regard  to  the  same 
jpctica  _ question  need  not  necessarily  he  identical  in  all  countries 
CQfiCf* , , t i Lenin  in  the  discussion  in  iyi6  with  Kievsky  on 


15,  *>r<>ht  of  nations  in  self-determination.  In  regard  to  self- 
thc  n | ; nation  K iev.sk  v then  accused  Lenin  of  interpreting  the 
££»<]  dualistically." 

M nCiM  wrote  Lein,  thinks  we  are  * dualists first,  because 
II  'upon  the  workers  in  the  oppressing  nations  to  do  some- 
'r  f different — in  relation  only  to  the  national  problem— from 
which  wc  call  upon  the  workers  in  the  oppressed  nations 

that 

*0,*  ln  order  to  determine  whether  or  not  P.  Kievslsy’s  ' monism 
• the  same  as  Dii brink's  ‘monism,’  we  must  see  what  the 
Objective  situation  is. 

i,  js  the  actual  condition  of  the  workers  in  the  oppressing 
ations  the  same  as  that  of  the  workers  in  the  oppressed  nations 
froti)  the  standpoint  of  the  national  problem? 

••  No,  they  are  not  the  same,"  * 

Pointing  out  further  that  Kievsky’s  words  about  the 
,<  monistic  action  of  the  International  " arc  an  " empty  sonorous 


phrase, 


and  nothing  more,’’  Lenin  continues: 


“ In  order  that  the  action  of  the  International,  which  in  real 
tile  consists  of  workers  who  are  divided  into  those  belonging 
to  opressing  nations  and  those  belonging  to  oppressed  nations, 
may  be  monistic  action,  propaganda  must  be  carried  on  differently 
in  each  case.  This  is  how  we  must  argue  from  the  point  of  view 
of  real  (not  Duliring)  monism,  from  the  point  of  view  of  Marxian 
materialism  ! 

"An  example?  We  have  (in  the  legal  press  over  two  years 
ago!)  given  the  example  of  Norway,  and  nobody  has  attempted 
to  refute  us.  In  this  concrete  case,  taken  from  life,  the  action 
of  the  Norwegian  and  Swedish  workers  was  * monistic,'  unified, 
internationalist,  only  because  and  in  so  far  as  the  Swedish 
workers  uncotidi/ionni/y  championed  the  right  of  Norway  tG 


* Lenin,  Selected  I Farits,  Vol.  V,  pp.  2qo-qi. 
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i the  Xoiwegioii  workui*  t umiI  Ur-  r|lkMi 

SrSlv  wmiiiionally-  « the  » ;rU*r,  had  l*cn  unr^/e^ 
j//v  in  favour  of  tfc*  nj;  ij  " “ - 


geJSSSSwtte  1’arty  could  conduct  Propaganda  aiu  ,f  % 

Snduty  SfaterMtionalfats  u.Hl  wouKI  hav,.  sunk  to 

Kr/Mfa.  Norwegian  nationalism.  M h> ? Bvcatu*  th* 
tion  was  effected  by  the  fcowwjoirijr,  and  not  |)ylar»- 
nroletariat ! Because  the  Norwegian  bourgeois, e.  like  #«/  «■* 

Knnr^enisie.  always  strives  to  drive  a wedge  between  the  L 


bourgeoisie,  ancavs  mhu?  ^ ",  ; v *J1v  worh  1 

ofiisoivn  country  and  the  workers  of  foreign  countries  ! b2£» 
everv  democratic  demand  {inc  ud.ng  *lMeter m, nation,  is> 
the  class  conscious  workers,  r«  Wmii/erf  to  the  higher  into** 

'T’  . t I HI  I'lai-F  tt  I II  I I * T,  t L-  .1“^  "Sit 


tfsK£ ST  : - - To  faij  to  unders^m.l  this  diff;^ 

which  is  a prerequisite  for  the  monistic  action  of  the  Intern"’ 
tional , is  on  a par  with  failing  to  understand  why  * mon in- 
action ’ against  the  tsarist  army,  say  near  Moscow  demands  tha, 
the  revolutionary  forces  marching  frotu  Nizhni  should  proct*a 
westward,  while  those  from  Smolensk  should  proee^ 

eastward."  * . 

Out  comrades  of  the  French  Communist  tarty  and  of 

Czechoslovakian  Communist  Party  have  understood  that  their 
poliev  must  be  determined  by  the  same  Marxist -Leninist  method 
which  demands  that  the  concrete  circumstances  be  taken  into 
account.  For  this  reason,  in  addressing  themselves  to  the  botlr. 
geoisie  of  their  countries,  they  could  and  had  to  say  to  them  : 

" Gentlemen,  you  have  signed  a pact,  a limited  pact,  with  the 
working  class  of  the  Soviet  t nion  that  has  the  power  in  its  hands, 
but  you  have  not  signed  any  pact  with  the  working  class  of  our 
country,  with  us.  We  have  no  guarantee  that  you  will  not  utilise 
your  army,  which  continues  to  be  a class  army,  against  the 
working  class  of  our  country  and  against  the  colonial  peoples 
our  allies  in  the  struggle  against  imperialism.  We  have  no 
guarantee  at  all  that  you  will  not  continue  to  make  the  poor, 
and  not  the  rich,  pay  the  necessary  expenses  for  the  organisation 
of  your  army.  We  have  no  control  over  the  manner  in  which  your 
class  government  and  your  reactionary  and  fascist  General  Staff 
will  spend  the  money  that  you  take  from  the  poor  in  order  to 
pay  for  the  organisation  of  the  army.  We  have  not  even  any 
guarantee  that,  when  the  decisive  moment  arrives,  you  will 
remain  loyal  to  the  pact  that  you  are  signing  to-day 

pP.  292-03. 1 


11  these  reasons,  gentlemen,  we  can  neither  vote  your 
'*  budget  u"!  give  up  the  struggle  against  your  govern* 
il^>  ise  note  that  this  does  not  mean  that  we  have  no 


(Ip11  111  it  uytv  i*ih*  ‘"'J1  t 

* tjK,  pact  that  y-m  have  conclude*  1 with  the  Soviet 
ji^ere^t  * wc  indifferent  the  manner  in  which  you  give 


t'n*011 


to  it 


\yc  know  that  in  your  ranks  there  are  those  who 
, ||| pact,  that  there  exists  a section  of  the  hour* 


’ I Inis  [JiH  I I LI. 1. 1 l L+*'  i’  LAl-n.l  +1  ■ ■ 

arc  rrS*  j vvou]d  like  to  tear  it  up.  We,  indeed,  will  defend 

-iCtl*  ..  » * • .1*.. 


^l5,L*  t\vith  all  om  strength  because  it  is  an  instrument  in  the 
ttoe  for  peace  and  for  the  defence  of  the  Soviet  Union,  We 
\ j*or  the  pact  in  Parliament  and  we  shall  expose  any 

ill  VO l L . 1 iff  . _ _ „ 


>tw 

iball 


**l£lJ1  to  pursue  a policy  which  is  different  from  or  in  con- 

fttta^tion  to  the  obligations  ensuing  from  the  pact/1 

tr^rn  p who  do  not  understand  the  profound  inner  consistency 


cvents  and  of  revolutionary  dialectics*  even  if  they  fancy 

tlC*^1ves  to  be  highly  intelligent  and  logical  persons,  such  as 
fheiusei  - ? m m.  _ 1.^ 


* is  position  adopted  by  our  comrades  in  France  and 
^osiavakia  will  never  understand  anything  of  the  real  dialcc- 
events  ami  of  revolutionary  dialectics,  even  if  they  fancy 
l'tS  Ives  to  i,i_-  highly  intelligent  and  logical  persons,  such  as 
^*cn  jjiuni,  f<*r  instance,  fancies  himself  to  be.  Hut  our 
^lut ionary  dialectic  has  been  understood  by  the  masses,  as  the 
^'trades  of  the  French  Party  and  of  the  Czechoslovakian  Party 
have  reported  to  us,  and  that  is  quite  good  enough  for  us. 
applause.) 


trfTT  The  united  front  in  the  fight  for  peace 
va  and  in  defence  of  the  soviet  union 


Comrades,  in  the  fight  for  peace,  against  imperialist  war  and  in 
defence  of  the  Soviet  Union,  our  immediate  basic  political  task 
consists  in  creating  the  widest  united  front  of  the  masses  of 
orkers  and  peasants,  and  petty  bourgeoisie  and  intellectuals. 
It  is  just  in  this  sphere,  comrades,  in  the  sphere  of  the  struggle 
for  peace,  that  our  united  front  policy  can  score  the  greatest 


successes.  , „ 

It  is  no  accident  that  during  recent  years  the  first  important 

step  for  overcoming  the  resistance  of  the  Social-Democratic 
organisations  to  the  united  front  was  made  by  the  anti-war  move- 
ment, whose  first  slogan  was  proclaimed  from  the  Amsterdam 
Anti-War  Congress  by  Remain  Rolland  and  Henri  Barbusse , those 
inspired  champions  of  the  struggle  against  imperialist  war.  The 
Communists  have  assisted  the  development  of  this  movement 
with  all  their  strength,  and  will  continue  to  do  so.  But  we  cannot 
declare  ourselves  satisfied,  either  with  the  progress  which  has 
been  made  in  this  field  or  with  the  successes  of  the  united  front 
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, ^ f ritCTlt!  It*  lit  i ' tli1 1 «l  I 

ihc  nnti  war  ««  ' * 


our  Sect**!  a«  ^ced  With  the  ask  oi  doing  nJI  tllat  K £*•  ^ 
so  lhat  the  light  tor  [*acc  Will  embrace  oil  those  who^S? 
« int  war,  all  those  who  hate  war,  all  those  who  art.  <lf;  \1 
6ght  tor  peace:  Social-Democratic  workers,  the  ina.,H>s  **ly  t, 
with  pacifist  inclinations,  women,  ihimrcu,  national  inji,  1 ^ 
that  are  under  the  threat  of  war. 

The  Position  of  .Social- Democracy. 

The  state  of  confusion  and  internal  collapse  in  which  s, 
Democracy  finds  itself  is  manifested  in  a par  ticnlarly  s^*l- 
ivic  in  the  attitude  of  the  Social- Democratic  [*art  ies  ,o  tK 'r,kil>* 


against  defence  of  the  fatherland  and  spoke  of  certain  forms 
mass  action  in  case  of  war,  have  since  begun  to  pass  over  m ^ 
openly  to  collaboration  with  the  imperialist  bourgeoisie  in  rc, ,'>rt 
to  defence  of  the  bourgeois  fatherland.  ^ 

The  Swiss,  Dutch  and  Finnish  Social-Democratic  [)arti 
for  instance,  have  acted  in  this  way.  So  have  also  the  Britio! 
Labour  Party  and  Trade  Union  Congress.  At  the  same  time  th 
will  to  struggle  against  war,  for  peace  and  for  defence  of  th  * 
Soviet  Union,  is  strengthening  among  the  masses  of  Social* 
Democratic  workers,  and  a process  of  differentiation  in  Conner 
lion  with  the  war  gucstion  is  taking  place  in  the  Social* 
Democratic  Parties  and  organisations.  In  the  Left  wing  of  the 
Socialist  Party  in  France,  there  is  developing,  although  with 
great  vacillations,  a tendency  towards  the  position  of  revolt?, 
tionary  struggle  against  war,  and  in  particular,  to  renounce 
defence  of  the  fatherland  under  a bourgeois  regime.  Ju  (hr 
Social-Democratic  Parties  which  have  been  driven  into  emigra- 
tion by  fascism,  there  has  also  been  observable  tendencies,  as  yet 
timid,  for  Jinking  the  struggle  against  war  with  the  struggle 
for  the  overthrow  of  fascism.  We  cannot  but  welcome  and  do 
everything  possible  to  assist  the  approach  to  a revolutionary 
positjon  on  the  part  of  these  Left  groups  of  Social-Democracy 
And  we  shall  achieve  it  by  entering  into  a united  front  with 
the  Social-Democratic  workers,  while  at  the  same  time  never 

the^I/S  °™  SyStematlCalIy  e*P°sing  all  hesitation  and 
1 “accurac>'  10  re#fard  to  this  question,  which  is  one 


5° 


most  complicated  and  important  questions  of  Marxist - 


( t),c  - 

inifit  theory. 

UcJ1  plenary  meeting  of  the  Kxccntivc  Committee  of 

^Second  Internationa^  a resolution  on  the  sUm^-le  against 
tl,e  adojttetl  in  which  we  find  :i  statcnR’iit  concerning  the 
vVi1f  0i  concent  rating  fire  against  German  National 

jiece-^ni  a)U]  0f  ficfL-ndinsj  the  Soviet  Union,  This  resolution, 
®°cl.  j(j«  0f  the  attitude  which  should  be  taken  up  by  the  working 
in  case  of  war,  refers  to  the  resolution  of  the  Stuttgart 

C°\Vc  have  the  right  to  ask  the  Social-Democratic  leaders  : What 
f 1,21  the  reference  to  the  Stuttgart  resolution,  which  speaks 
Vf  utilishig  the  crises  resulting  from  war  for  hastening  the  over- 
0 w 0f  the  class  rule  of  the  capitalists,  if  nothing  is  done  to 
tl  rV  out  these  directives?  In  order  to  carry  out  the  directives 
the  Stuttgart  resolution,  it  is  essential  already  to-day  to  bring 
°l>0ut  the  unity  of  action  of  the  working  class  in  the  struggle 


for  peace, 

jf  you  continue  to  come  out,  as  heretofore,  against  the*  united 
front',  if  y«>“  Binder  it  beinj  ; carried  out,  then  the  reference  to  the 
Stuttgart  decisions  cannot  have  any  value  ami  is  not  a guarantee 
|,f  your  position  in  the  future,  just  as  the  adoption  of  the  Stutt- 
gart resolution  in  1007  was  not  a guarantee  for  the  Second 
International  against  the  collapse  of  August  4,  1014. 


The  Pacifist  Movement 

In  the  pacifist  movement  we  also  note  a very  interesting 
differentiation.  The  feeling  of  horror  for  the  war  which  the 
capitalists  and  fascists  are  preparing  evokes  opposition  to  the 
wai*  on  pacifist  grounds  among  more  and  more  considerable  sec- 
tions. The  peace  ballot  organised  in  Great  Britain  by  the  League 
of  Nations  Union  and  in  which  eleven  million  people  participated, 
representing  more  than  half  the  adult  population  of  the  country, 
is  a clear  example  of  the  enormous  extent  of  pacifist  trends  among 
the  masses.  The  vast  majority  of  those  who  took  part  in  this 
ballot  not  only  expressed  their  hatred  for  war,  but  their  wish 
that  the  instigators  of  war  and  the  aggressors  be  effectively 
resisted.  We  revolutionary  workers  understand  and  correctly 
appreciate  the  aspirations  of  the  masses  who  show  this  pacifist 
tendency,  even  if  it  is  still  sometimes  expressed  in  a naive  and 
politically  false  way. 

Our  place  is  at  the  side  of  these  masses,  explaining  to  them 
what  they  do  not  yet  understand  well,  at  the  same  time  assisting 


them  in  fighting  10  achieve  nil  that  is  fitinliimej,tilll  . 
iiumuii  in  their  striving*  for  Ji'iice.  This  is  all  tlu-  moi^.  ai,,, 
because  we  nre  not  absolutely  sure  of  tlu-  ixitli  that  tb  ^‘^Iv 
masses  will  take  in  the  future.  If  they  establish  connect  ,>avj‘«vi 
the  working  class  and  its  vanguard,  they  nitty  form  ,,  f(j*,|,s  'WtJl 
barrier  against  war  ami  the  instigators  of  tvnr.  Ij  tfm 
is  the  case,  the  pacifist  illusions  which  still  dominate  the*, ,! 
may  ini|>eJ  them  to  a position  which  will  not  merely  f,,,|  I,".*,Rsfcll 
war  blit  will  be  used  by  the  instigate!  ■sofa  new  im|*rj.lJ;  l,H‘f 
for  their  own  ends.  Do  not  the  German  National  Socialist  i 'va r 
in  rhtu'r  furious  campaign  for  war  haw  recourse  u>  ta^» 

41  peace  11  demagogy?  In  the  pacifist  camp  is  there  not\Ujnivt 
f nourished  partly  by  people  under  the  spell  of  pacifist  jp 
and  partly  by  couiUer-revoIuttonaiy  elements  ami  renegade.'1#10114 
Communism,  a trend  which,  under  cover  of  desiring  <r  ju*S  ;r<>t0 
for  Germany  also,  in  reality  helps  the  war  propaganda  of  r Ict* 
fascism  ? 

Therefore,  we  must  penetrate  among  the  pacifist  masse- 
carry  out  a big  work  of  enlightenment  among  them,  using  } ^ 
of  organisation  and  action  which  are  adapted  to  thL.  j*5 
of  consciousness  of  these  masses  and  which  fi’ve  them  the  ! 

bdity  of  taking  the  first  step  in  the  effective  strode Je  against  S 1 
and  capitalism.  Wc  must  always  take  two  things  into  acc 
The  first  is  that  the  organisation  of  the  pacifist  masses 
and  roust  not  be  a Communist  organisation;  the  second  js  'llll!ot 
in  working  in  this  organisation  Communists  must  never 
up  explaining  with  the  greatest  patience  and  insistence  thL-ir  *Ue 
point  of  view  on  ail  the  problems  of  the  struggle  against  war  0"n 
In  this  wav  success  can  be  achieved  in  emancipating  the  sin 
pacifists  from  the  influence  of  illusions  and  mistaken  views  ^ I 
exposing  those  hypocritical  pacifists  who  by  their  policy  sc, 
t ic  preparation  for  war.  Unfortunately,  in  many  cases  it 
be  admitted  that  our  comrades  follow-  the  opposite  line  to  , 

0»  the  one  hand  they  .(tan*  to  Rivo  to  the  organisation's^ 
tht  pacifist  masses  the  character  of  a Communist  organ isatin  f I 
and  introduce  into  it  inappropriate  methods  of  leadership  h" 

con  (tor  fin*  0,1  ^ °,thCr  hand*  they  neKleCt  their  obligfltio^  of 
conducting  propaganda  of  our  correct  I oniimt  nnc;. : ’ of 

question  ofstrugleaeaiW  tt.,r  tV;  poslllon  °n  the 

these  mistakes  8 f'  * 'S  neCCSSary  to  “'■recM  both 

> Struggh  for  (tie  Immediate  Demands  of  the  Masses 

n'  ***  “*  *—*  econ°m  ic  and  political  dclands 
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i . working  lolling  pi'iisaiiiry  anti  all  .sections  of  the 

* ; j^pulatitui  tmint  play  a primary  role  in  the  organisation 
! i . united  front  fm  the  figlil  foi  jHaue.  I lie  very  preparation 


t fit*  llllltvtl  M ■ *r,  • ■ * J * V ill.  V * III"  » ' * J pp  V I ' - ■ 

,.,r  carried  out  by  the  bourgeoisie  at  the  expense  of  the 
1 forces  the  masses  to  take  up  thU  struggle  for  their 

•Minwdiatc  demands, 

**  Vote  the  record  figure  reached  by  the  war  budgets  during 

1 nt  years.  This  means  tii.it  the  burden  of  taxation  which 

Stresses  the  workers,  peasants,  craftsmen,  and  small  shop* 

! jl  ,«>rs  is  continually  increasing.  The  profits  of  the  war 
keel"'  * * * . . 

■ ulustry  are  also  reaching  record  figures,  while  wages  are  falling 
'''ore  and  more,  particularly  in  the  countries  which  are  most 
intensely  preparing  for  war. 

The  preparation  for  war,  especially  in  the  fascist  countries, 

• accompanied  by  measures  for  organisation  of  the  whole  of  war 
industry  arid  for  adapting  the  entire  economy  of  the  country 
war  needs,  and  this  has  an  immediate  effect  on  the  position  of 
the  workers,  both  from  tht  economic  and  the  jxditical  point  of 
view.  I'1  Germany,  a plan  for  the  reorganisation  of  the  whole 
0f  industry  for  war  purposes  is  already  in  process  of  operation. 
The  same  thing  is  taking  place  in  Japan.  In  Italy,  the  introduc- 
tion of  corporations  is  nothing  hut  a form  of  tht  centralisation  of 
industry  in  case  of  war. 

In  the  war  industry,  the  workers  are  already  subjected  to  a 
war  regime  and  this  emphasises  the  necessity  for  specially  intense 
work  in  this  industry. 

Unfortunately,  we  have  to  record  that  in  this  respect  a serious 
defect  in  the  organisation  of  our  struggle  for  peace  is  to  be 

observed. 


The  struggle  for  the  immediate  demands  of  the  workers, 
peasants  and  toiling  masses  in  general  is  our  most  effective  means 
for  exposing  the  chauvinist  demagogy  of  fascism,  of  demonstrat- 
ing the  lying  character  of  the  fables  propagated  by  them : the 
lie  about  race,  about  “ war  in  the  interests  of  all,"  about  the 
"state  above  classes,”  about  the  “ proletarian  nation  which  is 
struggling  against  capitalist  nations,”  about  the  " necessity  of 
conquering  a place  in  the  sun,”  etc. 


In  the  course  of  the  struggle  for  the  real  interests  of  the 
proletariat  and  toiling  masses  against  exploiters  and  oppressors, 
the  workers  and  the  whole  mass  of  toilers  become  educated  in 
the  spirit  of  proletarian  internationalism.  Hereby  the  weapon 
is  being  forged  which  in  the  final  analysis  will  give  us  the  ina- 
bility of  shattering  chauvinist  propaganda.  But  for  this  to  be 
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„ really  sharp  W»l»"  wt  n,.“St  M H‘  defc»wr  nol  , 
iS  tomediate  economy  interests  of  thejMwe,,,  i)llt  Jjjty 

thoir  political  demands  and  aspiration*.  U i-  mihi  km,**?  °f 
» intirre.  all  ll>«>  "v  1 f" 

thf  working  dass  Its  vaitflUflnl  tluit  Ikjs  tfu  insk  of  soI '*^ 

15  .riXm  w ««““  »<  *'■«■-  *,«*£> 


riven  country,  , , t . , 

J shall  not  repeat  in  this  connection  what  lias  already  i 

said  bv  Comrade  Dimitrov  concerning  the  necessity  of  talci.,«  ;**" 

account  and  esteeming  the  revolutionary  traditions  of  the  p?  ' 

0{  understanding  and  supporting  tliesr  national  demands,  j,, 

tight  against  imperialist  war,  the  directive  given  to  all  rtv  t,r 

tionarv  workers  by  Comrade  Dimitrov  m his  historic  re 


acquires  a still  greater  significance  at  the  present  moment  \vj,  M 
we  speak  of  the  tasks  of  the  working  class  and  Communists  jn 
struggle  for  national  liberation  and  for  suppoi  t of  wars  fo 
national  liberation,  when  we  are  confronted  by  the  prosper 
a new  upsurge  of  the  revolutionary  movement  of  the  co]OJlj, , 
peoples  against  imperialism. 

Women  in  the  Fight  /or  Peace 
Another  serious  defect  is  the  inadequate  development  of  work 
among  women.  It  must  be  frankly  admitted,  with  the  except^,,, 
of  the  Communist  Parties  of  a few  countries,  we  are  at  thL* 
present  time  devoting  less  attention  than  before  to  work  among 
women.  As  far  as  the  fight  against  war  is  concerned,  this  js  a 
most  serious  defect.  National  Socialism  has  forced  women  I>ack 
into  the  situation  they  were  in  a century  ago.  In  Germany,  atl(i 
in  all  other  countries,  they  are  directly  affected  by  the  frantic 
preparations  for  war.  The  high  cost  of  living,  increased  taxation 
and  militarisation  measures  affect  women  in  every  aspect  of 
their  life: — as  workers,  as  mothers  and  as  wives.  In  a number 
of  countries,  women  have  already  been  directly  drawn  into  war 
preparations,  especially  in  Germany  and  Japan.  The  active  parti, 
cipation  of  women  in  war,  not  only  in  the  factories  but  also  in 
the  army  service,  is  being  generally  provided  for.  In  the  war 
industry  the  factories  are  even  now  drawing  in  women  workers 
in  large  numbers,  because  they  are  worse  paid  and  more  severefv 
exploited.  In  Germany  in  im  for  example,  where  t 
accordance  with  instructions  of  the  fascist  government  iso  ooo 

discharged  b on.  the  factories,  „o.  . singli  wom  “ 

tra^  ttousflrf  r°m  th®  armamenl  Stories;  on  tile  con- 

far-,'  • , ”ds  of  new  Wpmen  workers  were  taken  on  in 

factories  already  working  for  war. 
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'citiftu  women  in  the  most  varied  ways*  It  would  w 
ati\  to  think  that  this  work  has  not  yielded  the  bourgeoisie 


iliiiK  these  fuct%  we  must  not  close  om  eyes  to  the 
*n  altenlion  which  the  bourgeoisie  find,  primarily!  the 

netioi^ry  parties  of  the  bourgeoisies,  are  devoting  to  the 
cition  of  women  in  the  most  varied  ways*  It  would  be 
to  think  that  this  wwk  has  not  yielded  the  bourgeoisie 
flb>l,rt  ^ujls  Of  course,  pacifist  trends  among  the  masses  of 
are  extremely  strong*  We  know  that  in  the  demons tra- 
^°nl.tr  ;i gainst  war,  in  the  protest  actions  which  have  been 
ti0,l?ciitiy  tahen  in  various  countries  against  war  and  against 
j^^^vres,  women  have  played  a most  prominent  part.  But 
cannot  satisfy  us*  As  against  the  forms  and  methods  of 

t”*  _ . . *1. . _ i .ill  An  tltll  t la  i*  Kr  itl  rcrr»ri  l «Lt  #'* 


abs«tfd  w. 


the  protest  actions  which  have  been 


anaPlivTCSp  women  have  played  a most  prominent  part.  But 
K9S  crinnot  satisfy  us.  As  against  the  forms  and  methods  of 
ttin  -king  the  masses  of  women  utilised  by  the  bourgeoisie,  and 
° rticulariy  by  the  fascists,  we  are  still  not  carrying  on  suffi- 
P9  .iy  effective  work.  We  are  marking  time,  our  work  in  ibis 
CI1  e js  not  on  a level  befitting  the  tasks  of  our  Parties  which 
S|  iic  strive  for  the  complete  emancipation  of  women  and  also 
3 nduct  consistent  struggle  for  peace. 

In  France,  we  have  a very  interesting  example  of  the  develop- 

ent  of  a mass  movement  of  women  against  war  and  fascism. 
The  large  pacifist  organisations  which  have  joined  thi-*  movement 
contain  hundreds  of  thousands  of  women  belonging  to  all  poli- 
tical tendencies,  as  well  as  women  not  belonging  to  any  party  at 
all!  Our  participation  in  this  movement  was  very  successful,  and 
we  regret  that  the  example  of  France  lias  not  been  followed  in 
other  countries.  Thanks  to  active  participation  in  this  movement, 
our  comrades  have  found  an  effective  way  of  establishing  con- 
tact with  those  masses  of  women  who  until  now  have  stood  aloof 
from  ail  political  activity.  Kven  in  France,  however,  not  all  our 
comrades  correctly  understood  how  Communists  should  approach 
such  a movement.  Our  comrades  do  not  always  understand  that 
in  order  to  succeed  in  reaching  the  masses  of  women  who  are  still 
not  under  our  influence  just  as  to  suceed  in  reaching  the  pacifist 
masses  in  general,  we  must  take  account  of  the  nature  of  the 
organisation  to  which  they  belong. 

\Ve  must  by  no  means  endeavour  to  destroy  such  an  organisa- 


tion; on  the  contrary,  we  must  discover  how  to  collaborate  with 
it  in  the  most  varied  forms  in  order  to  penetrate  into  its  ranks.  In 
some  cases,  our  comrades,  instead  of  understanding  and  pursuing 
this  correct  organisational  and  political  line,  replaced  broad  mass 
work  in  the  existing  organisations  by  the  creation  of  a narrow  and 
sectarian  Communist  women’s  organisation.  This  renders  more 
difficult  the  creation  of  a real  masss  movement  of  women  on 
behalf  of  peace  and  against  war. 
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Yculh  iiiuf  Me  Fight  for  Frac? 

The  mm  tag**«w  bchind  **  *?  H otSrl  in  the  w« 


“"Urn 


chauvinist  am!  war  proiwgaiula.  On  the  ..Hilt  hand,  ilt  „r^ 
„!Iv  cverv  country  the  youth  have  already  kvii  M-ijsW|  , /'[>■ 

monstrous'  war  machine  as  a result  of  .m^nres  f<>t  miJiUltis>  t 

trt.rhiv  ^minion  lo  ail  t u? 


Then-  measures  are  to-day  common  to  all  the  fascist  e„„ni  ->n- 
but  they  a!«  extend  to  the  democratic  countries  in  a more  0f 
ojicn  form.  In  Germany,  all  forms  of  youth  organisation 
connected  in  one  way  or  another  with  military  traming.  It] 
military  traiiiing  begins  at  the  age  of  eight,  and  .|uite  ,,Ctm  * 
a new  organisation  for  children  from  sis  years  of  age  has  tH  * 
formed  which  also  has  the  aim  of  unm.iriM  and  cliauviuj^ 

propaganda.  ... 

These  widespread  activities  of  tlie  bourgeoisie  in  regard  to  thc 

militarisation  of  the  youth  must  be  countered  by  us  with  the  ajj 
of  equally  widespread  activity  aiming  at  wresting  the  younKer 
generation  from  the  influence  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  fascism.  i„ 
spite  of  progress  in  this  direction  achieved  very  recently,  it  must 
nevertheless  he  admitted,  comrades,  that  such  actions  on  our  pan 
arc  either  still  not  being  conducted  at  all  or  are  being  conducted 
to  an  insufficient  degree. 

A fact  we  cannot  deny  is  that  while  many  bourgeois  trends  and 
parties— from  the  fascist  to  the  Catholic— have  succeeded  in 
creiting  a big  organised  youth  movement,  we  have  not  vet  suc- 
ceeded in  achieving  this  aim  to  the  required  extent.  This  j$ 
one  of  the  basic  weaknesses  of  our  anti-war  work.  And, 
naturally,  not  the  least  cause  of  this  backwardness  is  the  fact  that 
we  have  underestimated  the  influence  of  the  bourgeoisie  on  the 
younger  generation. 

We  have  contended  ourselves  with  saying,  and  it  is  absolutely 
correct  in  itself,  that  the  class-consciousness  of  the  masses  cannot 
be  lulled  and  the  class  struggle  cannot  be  suppressed  for  long. 
This,  of  course,  is  true.  The  experience  that  the  younger  genera- 
tion is  gaining  in  the  factories  and  the  experience  it  will  gain 
during  a war  will  inevitably  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  bourgeoisie  and  of  fascism  among  the  youth.  But 
we  cannot  and  must  not  wait.  We  must  prevent  the  youth 
enrolled  in  the  mass  fascist  organisations  from  undergoing  the 


.rfoitce  thui  imT  K«n trillions  underwent  in  the 

jic  V*I"" tn  have  the  youth  already  fighting  side  by  Sl  1 
* we  want  i<>  ■ , !>m,  accelerate  the 


to  have  till*  voutii  airi-.it*>  - 

tr*<h  \Vr  want  u>  i r-Wnte  tilt: 

,viif.  # r m-iee.  We  must  then  fore  direct  and  oci  CU-rau.  i 

vVith  uS  f!  ,‘u,lVllu;  the  influence  of  the  bourgeoisie  among  the 

pr***  wL.  m„M  find  .1  way  m tbe  younger  generation,  we  mus 
LoUth*  . ir  ,nf>od  and  what  is  in  their  minds.  And  if, 
ttod«rstlU#.  . t)u.  Way  to  this  new  generation,  it  is  necessary  to 
Ofdef  t0 * v language,  to  cast  aside  empty  formulas,  to  do  away 
gpt&  jl  ■ ]t|  schemes,  to  change  our  methods  of  work  and  to 

flritb  * ,.  . forms  of  our  organisation — very  well,  we  shall  do  so 

hesitation.  I-or  this,  it  is  first  of  all  necessary  to 
with011  serjous|  Attentive  and  fundamental  study  of  everything 
jnah*  a (.ti  among  the  younger  generation.  I should  like 

that  b , ,,  ,.,,mrades  who  are  directing  the  work  among  the 


' thf*  lor i s ■ -v  11  * ’ ^ — * 

hesitation.  For  this,  it  is  first  of  all  necessary  to 
with011  ^rjous  attentive  and  fundamental  study  of  everything 
* Joing  on  among  the  younger  generation.  I should  like 
that  [1k.  comrades  who  are  directing  the  work  among  the 
to  ” national  and  international  scale  that  they  should  more 
y0W  hear  in  mind  the  last  words  which  Lenin  addressed  to  the 
of«n  t communist  International  in  his  letter  to  the  lhird  World 

25.  of  that  organisation  : 

« r hone  that  in  spite  of  your  great  name  you  will  not  forget 
ins,  Important  thing,  the  necessity  of  actively  advancing 
,|ic  tj  ■ , , voll*h  and  study.  ” 


r mrades,  you  must  not  remain  content  with  your  great  name, 
studying  and  mastering  everything  that  is  taking  place 
, younger  generation  will  you  he  enabled  to  accomplish 
l"  r task,  (Applause.) 

\Ve  must  not  he  afraid,  we  should  go  wherever  the  younger 
' ration  is  to  be  found.  This  means  that  the  forms  of  organisa- 
g.e"  of  thc  militant  united  front  of  the  youth  in  the  light  for  peace 
^nd  against  war  must  be  extremely  flexible,  differing  in 
8ccordance  with  country  and  circumstance.  In  the  bourgeois- 
democratic  countries  we  must  follow  the  example  set  by  our 
French  comrades,  who  have  at  last  been  able  to  find  the  way  to  the 
■outh.  Wo  can  only  welcome  and  support  with  all  our  strength 
such  steps  as  the  calling  of  the  Students’  Congress  and  the  recent 
widespread  activity  of  the  World  Youth  Committee  for  struggle 
against  war  and  fascism.  In  participating  in  these  movements 
we  must  he  able  to  play  a leading  part  not  by  advertising  the  fact, 
but  by  winning  the  confidence  of  the  youth  who  will  see  in  us 
the  must  ardent  champions  of  their  vital  interests,  the  most 
convinced  defenders  of  all  their  aspirations. 

In  the  fascist  countries,  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  bridge 
the  abyss  that  in  some  cases  already  exists,  or  which  is  in  process 


Matrd  between  the  old  generation  „t  r 

jBS.ScEnni-"^  *»-  *i 

t mint  be  put  onc«  tor  nM  t<»  mi«  h ■ 1 • « as  wt  t l1v 

t there  for  »«— n«.  ...  » *••«*  '»duM,ial  tit';v*S 

„.mnl  hm  while  tens  of  thousands  arc  1^2 

nii'ES  tSSL^n,,aU  the  no-re  so  silu, 

'll  h th«!  the  youth  drawn  into  the  faseist  nigaiiisiuj,,,, 1 }*'•«* 
J°'v5  i ' ,vfih  Its  will  rapidly  cause  it  to  acquire  the 

JX  fired  With  indignation,  to  | and I to  fight  •gahjjjj 
fascists  There  is  only  one  method  of  f*n<lgim;  the  gap  btt  !-f 
lE^W  and  young  generation-  namely , to  1-enctratc  the 

organisations,  to  work  within  to  orgaiJjH 

lt,Ld  front  and  eataldiA  ^ ®ucte  "“■£  % *****  Otg.^* 
inns  themselves  in  the  tonus  demanded  by  the  situation. 

, »st  go  SO  far  as  to  transform  whole  sections  of  fasc  ist  yZ 
organisations  into  points  of  support  tor  OUr  anl.-war  Work.  'h 

Wc  do  not  want  to  surrender  the  youth  to  fascism.  VV*  * 
not  want  «o  allow  the  youth  to  Ik-  turned  into  shock  troop.  ffj. 
the  warmongers.  Wc  want  to  turn  the  youth  into  shock  troop. 
fi,r  our  fight  for  |>eace.  {Appl™Sf-> 

IX  THE  ARMY  AND  OUR  TASKS 

Comrades,  the  first  factor  which  determines  our  work  m the 
army  at  the  present  moment  is  that  the  capitalist  armies  are  iuti:t 
and  more  assuming  a mass  character.  In  the  early  post-war  yean 
the  armament  race  proceeded  basically  along  the  line  of  the  im. 
provernent  of  the  quality,  and  not  of  the  increase  of  the1  quantity, 
of  the  army.  It  was  during  this  period  that  certain  bourgeois 
military  theorists  developed  the  theory  that  war  will  no  more  be 
conducted  by  mass  armies  but  instead  by  small  professional 
armies,  strongly  armed  and  mechanised,  ‘The  very  development 
of  imperialist  rivalry,  however,  put  an  end  to  these  attempts  of 
the  bourgeoisie  to  forego  mass  armies. 

Even  before  m vs,  the  secret  arming  of  Germany  chanced  the 
balance  of  military  power  and  provoked  a new  armament  race. 
From  the  beginning  of  lo.tS,  when  the  German  National- 
Socialists  restored  the  German  army  on  the  basis  of  compulsory 
military  service,  the  whole  relation  of  forces  in  Europe  has  been 
upset.  The  presence  in  the  centre  of  Europe  of  a tremendous 
army,  powerfully  equipped  and  mechanised,  combined  with  the 
frantic  aggressive  character  of  German  fascism  has  intensified  the 


icc  („  im  uuprcccdenled  extent.  Fascist  Italy,  heliev- 
lie  directly  menaced  )»y  the  plan-,  for  the  annexation 
jpg  i**  . j)its  carried  out  a mu  cession  of  partial  mobilisations, 
<>f  AuS,rl|*'0f  which  to-day  nearly  a million  men  are  under  arms. 

fls  0 rCnfrItain»  leading  circles  of  which  support  German  nrma- 
(3 (■*?;» 1 and  sill  the  other  Humpean  countries  have 


as  n *' ,,  rjiajn,  leading  circles  of  which  support  German  arma- 
Ort-f1  j.raiice  and  all  the  other  ICuropean  countries  have 
irt*nts'.  (|  |0  iiijs  provocative  arming  on  the  pait  of  Germany  by 
honing  their  armed  forces. 

sUc,lf- . ()t jicr  hand,  technical  pro;rr<-  . itself  causes  the  armies  to 

0®  * mass  character,  for  the  more  complicated  the  weapons, 
take""  - . . number  of  men  required  for  serving  the  army. 


Ipj-  | l | IU  I } I I I I | P ™ <■  * ■ ■ ■ ■ * * ■ | * I s I 4 V VI  ■ ~ 

th*  tlie  experience  of  the  war  of  i <> 1 4- j B also  demons 
**  ciineriority  of  an  army  at  decisive  moments  deperu 


st  rated 

ds  to  a 


1 t*  superiority  01  an  army  ai  uct  r r.r  i i ** 

lhat  1 extent  on  the  number  of  reserves  it  possesses.  The 

C r modern  armies  require  just  as  mu>e  reserves. 

^This  emphasis  on  the  mass  character  of  armies,  which  is  very 
* \v  expressed  in  the  more  recent  bourgeois  laws  for  the  mili- 
C'C^r training  and  mobilisation  of  the  whole  population,  accen^ 


expressed  in  the  more  recent  bourgeois  laws  for  the  mih- 


1 i>s  the  contradiction  between  the  mass  character  of  bourgeois 
tUa  "es  and  the  reactionary  aims  for  winch  these  armies  are  em- 
a|ltlJc‘l  \>y  the  bourgeoisie.  This  contradiction  becomes  still 
P °^ter  with  the  growth  of  fascism.  It  is  precisely  on  account  of 
^hMact  that  the  bourgeoisie,  not  being  in  a position  to  lessen  the 
^ _ character  of  its  army,  resort  to  the  fascisation  of  the  latter  so 

jUfliSS  vs  4 - - . 

' . M 1 _ . J I * , . . 3 M 4 ■ T.  \ ‘k  _ _ JL" 


as'to  prevent  the  danger  of  mutinies. 


The  fascisation  of  the  army  finds  expression  in  a number  of 
measures,  especially  in  the  organisation  of  special  propaganda  in 

the  army  itself. 

Never  lias  chauvinist  propaganda  been  conducted  amongst  the 
soldiers  with  such  intensity  and  with  such  various  means.  In 
carrying  its  propaganda  into  the  army,  fascism  is  trying  to  con- 
vert the  army  into  a point  of  support  for  its  policy'.  At  the  same 
time,  in  each  of  the  armies  the  bourgeoisie  increases  the  number 
of  those  elements  which  it  regards  as  particularly  reliable  either 
by  reason  of  the  preferential  treatment  they  receive,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  their  constant  connection  with  military  organisations 
: the  professional  army). 

In  the  German  army  of  1914  (on  the  eve  of  the  war)  the  perma- 
nent cadres  numbered  145,064  persons,  i.c.,  iS  per  cent,  of  the 
total  army.  In  the  present  German  army  the  number  of  such 
persons  permanently  serving  in  the  army  is  397,000,  i.c.,  30.3  per 
cent,  of  the  total  army. 

In  Italy  and  the  other  fascist  countries,  the  military-fascist 
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fltfUliMttoo*  /or  lhe  fjfrp®*e  Cl‘vil  War  „r 

form  or  another  Joints  of  Wpportfor  the  fasc.^i,,,,  '*  i„ 


ft-rm  or  jiMiUncr  ™ •■uun 

The  higher  commend,  the  offlem  of  the  higher  ra 

ftniCtOff  fliul  military -U-cliiik .1  Mfimi,..  f(,r,M 

of  fascism  in  the  armies  of  all  countries. 


^ foscism  in  the  armies  of  all  countries.  * 

In  the  countries  of  bourgeois  democracy,  uv  „,lls,  n 

fascisation  of  the  army  as  one  of  the  most  danKl-roi,s  , ^ to. 
concrete  preparation  for  war.  As  a counter  to  this  v')ffn5  Q< 
mu-si.  in  our  consistent  and  llioroiighgo.iiK  stuiH«|v  , ‘ ^ 
develop  our  anti-fascist  work  in  the  army.  \\\-  shall 
tier  the  mass  of  the  soldiers  to  tin.  laseisi.s.  All  i»eiu,.|r 
fascism  into  the  army  is  a menace  to  jience.  KVerv  I'0,)  «f 
measure  against  such  jjenetration  assists  the  defence  of  ■ lc,'v( 
The  fascists  are  instilling  their  anti-prolei.irian,  mUlta?** 
chauvinist  policy  into  the  army.  This  gives  the  more  iustifi*1  ^ 


for  the  working  class  in  the  countries  of  bourgeois  dem(Jcr  l'atio!> 
demand  that  the  army  should  be  democratised  by  grant;,^  tr> 


ocmanu  mui  uit  a< vhi  ■ K»*HU  nft  ^ 

soldiers  all  political  rights.  We  demand  that  every  soldier  sh  ^ 
have  the  right  fully  to  express  his  opinion  regarding  thJ'>U,(f 
propaganda  that  is  being  conducted  in  the  army  by  tjlv  f ' 
that  he  should  have  the  possibility  lioth  inside  and  outsi(L  StS| 
army  of  expressing  his  desire  for  peace.  We  demand  that 

nrtttHVnl  rurhtc  chniilrl  hp  tO  tilt  uai  ail 


certain  that  an  unfettered  expression  of  the  desire  of  the  sold' 
can  hinder  the  war  plans  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  fascism.  lfTS 
For  the  same  reason  we  demand  that  the  fascist  officers  shn 
be  expelled  from  the  array  and  that  the  reactionary  genera]  st  ft 
should  he  subjected  to  democratic  control,  in  the  exercise  f 
which  workers'  organisations  should  participate. 

We  put  forward  these  demands  in  order  in  every  possible  v> 
to  hinder  the  advance  of  fascism  where  it  is  not  yet  in  paw^ 
The  very  development  of  our  policy  of  the  united  front  ,!j 
people's  front  demands  it.  n“ 

" A revolutionary  army  and  a revolutionary  government  a*, 
two  sides  of  the  same  medal.  They  are  two  institutions  enuallv 
necessary  for  the  success  of  the  uprising  and  for  the  consolidation 
of  Its  results.  1 hey  are  two  slogans  which  must  be  advanced  and 
explained  as  the  only  consistent  revolutionary  slogans.”  * 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  seriously  of  the  formation  of  a covera 
ntant  of  the  united  front  and  people's  fro,,  fa  „rder  ,*  £*£ 

'Lenin,  Selected  Works,  Vol.  Ill  n r 

A rmy  and  Revolutionary  Government  » 3 ' ’ olttlwnary 


6o 


{ scisni  without  at  the  same  time  r lining  tlu.*  question  of 
\viiy  10  1 *':I1C  the  present  bourgeois  army  inin  a people's  at  my  t 

the  bnsi?>  of  closest  connection  with  people t a 
. (Jf  ji-m:  t h **i  M i vio-,  nic;iMirts  for  placing  all  arms  at  the 
a |,L.0|i]v  arul  eliminating  once  /or  all  the  reactionary 

^fThotn  the  army,  especially  from  the  higher  commanding 
nv  ,.ti  these  nu-asures  we  only  desire  to  destroy  one  of 
pt>sil10  * tst  ()f  fascism  ami  to  restrain  its  war  preparations* 

ihc  *U|hc^  prese mi  moment,  therefore,  these  measures  arc  pnrticu- 
1 l^|,|  necessnry  in  those*  countries  of  Europe  where  an 
l^rl>  11  Oermnn  National-Socialism  is  tlirealcnivift  and  where 
" ct  0f  a v. nr  of  national  liberation  is  a real  one.  In  such 
the  t;ic  boldest  measures  f->r  the  flcmocratisation  of  the 

absolutely  es-entia!.  A war  of  national  liberation 
afW  l hv  any  small  country  against  German  National -S  icialism 
victorious  only  if  the  army  of  the  country  is  permeated  by 
Revolutionary  spirit. 

9 principal  task,  therefore,  is  t»  link  the  army  with  the 
ie  Hence  WC  shall  fight  in  defem  e of  all  partial  demands  of 
*s°*soldiors — those  demands  wliich  have  been  the  starving  point 
fall  movements  that  have  taken  place  in  recent  times  among  the 
° isscs  of  soldiers  in  bourgeois  armies. 

m‘jn  fascist  countries,  every  effort  must  be  made  to  utilise  the 
3‘gbteSt  opportunities  for  legal  and  semi -legal  activity,  linking 
h*  people,  and  especially  the  working  class,  with  the  mass  of  the 
1 f.iers  \Ve  must  penetrate  into  and  work  within  all  mass 
^ nisations  which  serve  for  the  militarisation  of  the  youth. 

In  this  connection,  the  theses  of  the  Sixth  Congress  which  state 
tint  Communists  must  not  call  upon  young  workers  to  join  volun- 
tary organisations  for  military  training,  must  be  interpreted  in 
broad  fashion.  In  the  present  circumstances,  it  would  be  a 
mistake  not  to  join  such  organisations  in  all  countries  in  which 
they  have  assumed  a mass  character.  We  must  enter  these 
organisations,  we  must  work  in  them. 

A similar  policy  in  general  must  be  given  regarding  the 
organisation  of  defence  against  air  attack,  correcting  the  mistake 
of  some  Communist  Parties,  which  adopted  decisions  for  boy- 
cotting defence  against  air  attack.  We  must  regard  the  gas  mask 
as  a weapon  of  war  like  any  other,  which  the  workers  must  learn 
to  make  use  of,  and  in  this  sphere  we  should  put  forward  a 
number  of  immediate  demands  for  the  masses.  For  instance,  we 
must  demand  that  there  should  be  no  difference  between  the  gas 
masks  which  the  rich  are  able  to  buy  and  those  within  the  reach 


'all 

'Us; 

'Of 


, the  workers’  purchasing  power,  VVc  must  dunn,,,  » 

K^t  «as  masks  ■‘*>••'">‘1  *r«  of  char^  ,h 

£inj  ,H)|n.falion.  We  must  protest  mtauiM  Ur-  fil  ' '«**«  > 
onlv  in  the  houses  of  the  wealthy  that  gas  shdtvrs  ,lu.  ^ j> 
*Bd  so  on.  We  must  combine  nil  our  work  ...  this  direc  t W 
,ht.  nropajtamlfl  Hint  light  against  war  and  for  peace.  " %' 
'J'hrs  new  way  of  regarding  our  work  in  t)lL-  arnu.  n 

work,  with  a definite,  jsxsitive  content,  aiming  ;,t  theVr  “S. 

counter-balance  10  fascism  in  the  army,  is  the  best  f 0') 

/or  the  practical  application  of  the  Bolshevik  line  at 
when  nur  breaks  out*  Communist  a at  that  moment  must  i,r% 
on  the  masses  to  boycott  or  refuge  .military  service, 
join  jhe  army  and  make  it  the  centre  of  their  work, 
thereal/frof  the  menace  of  ivnT  and  in  view  of  cert:,;,  'klv  r»f 
which  have  been  committed,  hr  instance,  by  tho  It 1 trro ts 
mtinist  Party,  we  must  repeat  and  stress  tins  Bolshevik  .^0rn- 
point,  We  are  not  anarchists.  Boycott  of  mobilisation  ) 

Jof  the  army,  sabotage  in  the  factories,  refusal  of  25* 

‘and  so  on.  these  are  not  our  methods  of  fighting  war.  hCCa(]Xrv,<>( 
f separate  us  from  the  masses  and  can  only  help  the  batin'™*’? 

/strike  still  more  savagely  at  the  Communist  vanguard,  * ' ltf  10 

X.  THE  FIGHT  FOR  PEACE  AND  THE  I*T('  itt  i 

FOR  REVOLUTION  1 

Comrades,  I am  coming  to  the  conclusion  of  my  report 
fn  1007,  at  the  Stuttgart  Congress  of  the  pre-war  Second  r 
national,  a resolution  was  adopted  on  the  struggle  nM,,„r. 

Phis  resolution  was  passed  with  an  amendment  propose  1 1 
Lenin  and  Rosa  Luxemburg,  formulated  as  follows  ; 1 - 1 


“ If  war  should  nevertheless  break  out.  it  is  the  dutv  of  ,l 
Socialist  I arties  to  work  to  bring  it  to  an  end  as  speedily  k "e 
sible  and  to  make  every  effort  to  use  the  economic  and'  „oi,v°S,' 
crisis  created  by  the  war  to  waken  the  political  consciousness- 
the  masses  and  to  hasten  the  downfall  of  capitalist  domination  "f 

As  the  continuers  of  all  that  was  Marxist  and  revolutionary  ; 

it  old,  pre-war  Second  International,  we  bring  forward  th*  ? ,n 

O th«  amendment  in  the  resointion  on  the  Luw  e .n  i s,  T' 

which  we  are  putting  before  the  Seventh  Congress  cftlr 
munist  International.  gress  of  the  Com- 

V-vertheless,  one  must  clearly  realise  the  essential  diff„ 
that  exists  between  th»  , , . essential  difference 

ol  tb„  labour  movement  a,  ,he  time” 
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t|]j>  was  passed.  It  j*  sufficient  In  |>oifi t out 

tvh*11  u)OJ  iv  form  ism  *in*1  tviitrisin  were  already  (IrmiiiuititiR 
lh!l*  in  the  ohl,  (iic  war  St  1 <nui  I uu  i u.itiuiutl , a f.icl  boiiiwl  to 
M*11  the  t'ollujiSk*  of  August  -i,  wiit-ti  the  leader*  *>f  Social - 
riCv  iiliiup>t  without  tssceptioit!  took  up  the  standpoint  of 
the  hourKcnis  fatherland. 

i > ilV  om-  party,  the  HoWn-vik  Party  ( endeavoured  to  utilise  the 
loniic  and  political  crisis  ereau-d  by  the  war  in  order  to  hasten 
downfall  of  capitalist  d< anin.it ion;  it  put  forwaid  the  slogan 
cfunertn'g  the  imperialist  war  into  a civil  war  against  the 
hi  irg^oisie  and  waged  a consistent  struggle  fur  giving  effect  to 
slogan*  It  this  example  of  the  Bolshevik  Party  that  we 
Yrill  follow  ourselves  and  which  we  shall  call  upon  the  working 
lo  foll°^  * 

jjul  what  is  the  situation  at  the  present  day?  The  small  BoP 
^iU  Party  of  1014  has  become  a great  and  glorious  Party  which 
the  jMiwer  in  its  hands  in  the  l\S.S.R.f  a Party  which  has 
Iconic  tin*  Kadi  ng  section  of  the*  Communist  International. 
Thanks  t<»  the  victorious  activity  of  the  Bolshevik  l’arty,  the 
j>trty  of  Lenin  and  Stalin,  we  witness  the  growth  and  strengthen- 
ing of  t!lc  ^ n")n  °f  -Muriel  Socialist  Republics,  where  Socialism 
has  irrevocably  contpieied.  1 he  Communist  International  has  its 
c^tj0ns  i»  all  the  big  capitalist  countries  and  in  the  majority  of 
the  colonial  countries.  Among  the  Sections  <if  the  Communist 
International  is  the  Chinese  Communist  Party,  which  holds 
jtower  on  a territory  with  a population  of  100  millions.  In  the 
course  of  16  years  of  struggle  against  the  bourgeoisie,  against 
Social-Democracy,  against  Right  and  “ Left  ” opportunism,  alt 
the  Sections  of  the  Communist  International  have  become  steeled. 
The  Seventh  Congress  gives  an  example  of  the  unparalleled  ideo- 
logical consolidation  of  our  International,  In  some  countries  our 
Sections  are  already  on  the  way  to  becoming  transformed  into 
real,  Bolshevik  mass  parties. 

The  teaching  of  Lenin  and  Stalin  on  the  struggle  against  im- 
perialist war  has  not  only  been  thoroughly  studied  throughout 
the  international  Communist  movement,  but  it  has  already  on  a 
number  of  occasions  found  practical  application  in  the  post-war 
years.  During  the  wars  which  have  taken  place  during  these 
years,  many  of  our  Parties  have  stood  the  test  of  battle.  The 
struggle  conducted  by  our  French  and  German  comrades  during 
the  occupation  of  the  Ruhr,  the  heroic  activity  of  our  Japanese 
P,irt\  during  the  Japanese  seizure  of  Manchuria  and  the  attack 
on  Shanghai,  are  examples  which  we  can  proudly  show  to  the 

63 


, . , f,,„  Finally,  pur  Chinese  Party  has  shown 
marking  ^ _ <lrueff!o  against  w;u  hut  u>  organic  ,,s  ak,. 

n0t  T'Xmirv  war  under  the  most  difficult  condition  >JS 
rcvoIuti»>'  Y _ OI1  the  basis  <>i  this  experience 


I Can  *-nJ‘0r  mistakes  in  our  ranks  if  war  brent thtr*  v ' 

be  no  »**i.*r»  #=  draw  such  a conclusion,  becaui? 

*22? " hen  war  tae.fi.  on,  is  *.  k '' 


bourpcoi-1  j Communist  vanguard  will  Cn^e  w3 

That  which  uvean 

^mwlistinction  to  W»4,  there  will  be  ... i oil  countries  J&k 


S Oracles,  but  a solid  and  disciplined 

,so  ai”  joval  to  the  revolutionary  teachings  of  j, 

wdl  rema  win  undertake  with  all  its  power 

JiST.acl.inR5  in  practice  by  foll.nvms.hc  csam,„c  of  >te, 

^Bolsheviks.  This  .5  a major  fact,  the  importance  oi 
'the  bourgeoisie  will  very  soon  understand  H 

n.n  rTdav  on  the  eve  of  the  second  cycle  ot  revolution, 
J„  the  situation  of  the  bourgco.s.e  ..self  differs  Ko(  *1 
from'that  of  .*.<•  The  power  ot  the  njlmg  classes  was 
SO  firm  that  the  bourgeonne  were  ah  c to  govern  every,.,™1 
fLtdiag  to  the  methods  of  parliamentary  democracy.  To> 
tae  capitalist  world  is  so  shaken  by  the  decades  of  the  gS 
crisis  and  by  the  years  of  the  world  economic  crisis  that  «J 
meat  instability  prevails  in  ail  the  capitalist  states.  The 
dictatorships  to  which  the  bourgeoisie  has  resort  to  consolijJ 
its  power  intensify  all  the  contradictions  of  capitalism  aw 
sharpen  the  class  struggle  in  all  countries,  to  the  highest  dejtrt* 
War  may  break  out  at  a time  when  the  discontent  of  the  mass^ 
with  the  capitalist  regime  is  becoming  general  and  is  extendiu~ 
widely  among  the  middle  strata;  at  a time  when  “ the  idea  o' 
taking  capitalism  by  storm  is  maturing  in  the  minds  0f  tfc‘ 
masses,”  at  a time  when  the  example  of  the  r.S.S.R.  is  raising 
the  ever-growing  prestige  of  Socialism  to  unprecedented  heights 
In  Asia,  Africa,  South  America,  the  revolt  of  the  colonial  peoples 
already  makes  itself  heard. 

But  what  will  the  new  war  be  like?  Army  officers,  men  of 
science  and  novelists  have  tried  to  depict  the  horrors  o: 
mechanised  war,  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  war.  But  we 
refrain  from  making  any  predictions  because  the  most  sensa- 
tional  discoveries  are  being  kept  secret  and  because  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  the  degree  of  barbarity  which  the  bourgeoisie  are 
capable  of  reaching.  The  “ small  ” wars  which  have  been  fought 

64 


t virus  iu  South  America  between  the  vass.i\  states 
...ring  :tl),|  ,|lc.  I'nited  State*  afford  a terrible  example 

‘(Great  »rl  ' para(.UOy,  which  has  a population  "fa  milh<m. 
i tbl*  m<,ttSl‘led;  Bohvi  l,  with  three  un.l  a half  milium  tnhab.- 
uml  5°-<k?  killed;  terrible  figure*  compared  with  *he_ » 

tints.  *»f“!  7loV^.s  ,,f  the  big  capitalist  states  during  the  World 
.jK.mhJ’h  of  tjIvSe  little  countries  was  sloped  because  its 
\Var.  rh*  that  the  whole  imputation  rose  in  revolt  to 

horr°r^  w . jt  And  this  was  only  a “ small  ” war  1 
put  a*1  c1'  , foresee  what  will  take  place  when  the  most  per- 
" CJ!,,s  of  destruction  are  put  into  operation  on  a mass  scale, 
fected  nK‘  _ tj,flt  the  next  war  will  be  a general  war  of  all 
\Vc  ku°"  ; - which  there  will  be  no  distinction  between 


\Ve  kn°rt  ®'  ;n  which  there  will  be  no  distinction  between 
coun*”^  “ I a war  of  destruction  of  everything  which  makes 
5»  present-day  cultured  nation  possible.  The  nextwar 
tbc  !f  „ «ar  against  the  workers,  against  women  and  children, 
«'*!!.„,  wnr  0f  extermination.  It  will  be  a fascist  war. 

i*'v‘  Inst  war  lasted  two  or  three  years  before  there  were  cases 

The*'  of  lhc  sol(licrs  3t  the  front  and  of  the  population  m 
of  mass  re  ieurs  the  bourgeoisie  must  not  blame  us  if  this 
the  ^‘interval  will  be  much  shorter  and  we  realise  that  we  shall 
f ruling  the  greatest  service  to  the  whole  of  humanity  by 

Ki  it  as  short  as  possible.  The  most  objective  examination 
^international  situation  and  the  mass  movement,  and  of  all 
of  thC  rsneetives,  inevitably  brings  us  to  the  conclusion  that  for  \ 
lh,C‘r  nhilist  countries  the  beginning  of  the  war  will  denote  the 
911  cfP‘f‘  - evolutionary  crisis,  and  during  this  costs  we  shall 
fZ  with  all  our  strength  at  the  head  of  the  masses  to  convert 
■mneri'dist  war  into  a civil  war  against  the  bourgeoisie,  we 
shall  fight  for  revolution  and  for  the  conquest  of  power. 

^ButThS' prospect,  comrades,  does  not  mean  that  we  shall  have 
an  easy  task. 

it  The  victory  of  revolution  never  comes  bv  itself.  It  has  to 
be  prepared  for  and  won.  And  only  a strong  proletarian  revolt., 
tionary  party  can  prepare  for  and  win  victory . 

These  words  of  Comrade  Stalin,  the  leader  of  the  international 
nroletariat,  acquire  a deep  significance,  especially  just  now  when 
we  speak  of  our  tasks  in  case  of  the  outbreak  of  a new  world  war. 

**  Socialism  Victorious,  p.  16,  Stalin’s  Speech  at  the  Seven- 
teenth Party  Congress. 


r _ 


‘Ha1  difficulties  W1‘  ciio>imtci  .it  j >i  c*tiit  in 

be  but  -i  trifle  compared  with  those  which  will  confront0*5*  ,,, 
we  shall  have  to  light  against  the  l>»iMWofsi0  u "s  W£Q 

ditions.  r r.j,, 

War  is  inevitably  bound  to  awaken  the  most  violt., 

among  the  masses  which  lead  people  to  pome  out  of  t(w 
lethal*  v.  If  there  is  no  corre.sjKindeiuv  (kiwcvii  these  n "r,,lr'ir'. 
an<|  violent  feelings,  revolutionary  tactics  arc  imJlnsNiiJv-^h^; 
Lenin  wrote  in  1015.  All  the  revolutionary  parties  ’ & 


Bolshevik  Party,  proved  bankrupt  before  1 he  task  of  K..J?1'1  % 
masses  at  a moment  of  extreme  tension  of  .ill  feelings  ;in,|  th, 
relationships.  a 

What  comes  out  of  the  huge  revolt  of  French  .soJ<iier, 
the  massacre  of  Cheroin  dcs  Dames?  M hat  canto 
defeat  and  collapse  of  the  Italian  army  at  Caporetto  in  ,*h* 

defeat  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  even  the  disintegration  of  the  1 
geois  army  do  not  yet  mean  the  victory  ol  the  rev  olution' 
Bolsheviks  were  able  to  convert  the  defeat  ot  the  bourgeois;  ^ 
the  disintegration  of  the  tsarist  army  into  the  victory  of  thi-  ^ 
lution  only  because  they  were  connected  with  the  masses  0j  °* 
soldiers  and  the  masses  of  the  people,  because  they  had  a n0] y^' 
line  which  expressed  the  most  profound  aspirations  of  (LICa^ 
masses.  *** 

It  Only  the  Bolsheviks  proved  capable  of  fulfilling  the  tas, 

leading  the  masses  at  the  moment  of  extreme  accentuation  of  ° 
class  contradictions.  J * 

And  here  I would  like  to  return  to  the  (juestion  with  which 
started.  During  the  last  century,  approximately  up  to  u, 
'nineties,  when  the  workers’  movement  was  led  directly  by  Jin  4 
and  Engels,  the  working  class  had  to  take  up  its  position  on  th 
problem  of  war  under  conditions  when  the  bourgeoisie  in  a nnnf 
ber  of  countries  was  still  playing  a progressive  role  connected 
with  the  development  of  the  bourgeois-democratic  revolution 
Marx  and  Engels  took  these  conditions  into  account  in  eacl 
separate  case  in  determining  their  attitude  to  a particular  war 
When  the  period  of  imperialism  began,  this  progressive  role  of 
the  bourgeoisie  disappeared,  and  the  wars  of  the  bourgeoisie 
changed  their  character  and  became  imperialist  wars.  Those  who 
have  not  understood  this  transformation  have  committed  serious 
mistakes  and  crimes  towards  the  working  class 

h;sM^7is,cnCr  of  ,!,e  ®wi“  Union  is  a factor  of  world. 

histoncal  significance  which  introduces  radical  modifications  in 

the  character  of  the  entire  period  of  development  through  which 
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■ g All  oil r tactics  in  Ce'iM,*  of  war  must  determined 
' IThis  l;tt  tui  into  mnsidci ntioit-  Aheady , in  the  these*  of 
I v*  Connie**  it  was  laid  down  that  in  case  of  war 

Soviet  Union,  the  slogan  of  fraternisation  must  give 

' aiCt  lllk*  t , ( ‘ 1 f , i Til  ..I  A e>iiiti  1 n 


jHv  s|ogaii  of  deserting  to  the  side  of  the  Red  Army.  In 
,,]«cc  j thv  Sixth  World  Congre.s-.  it  is  stated  that  ill  cast-  of 
the  ,hC^  jit  list  war  against  the  Soviet  Cnion 

util  il^lK  . j-  _ 1 r 1 I f it. 


:l1‘  a tactic*  and  choice  of  the  means  of  struggle  [of  the 
**  . ■ ■ . .’"j  JlUist  lie  determined  not  only  by  the  imere&ta  ot  *he 

in  their  own  country,  but  by  the  interests  of  the 
cl$><  str|  t front,  which  is  a class  war  of  the  bourgeoisie  agaioM 

.r  Jit  . a 1 * 


1 


>ro  let 


0rian  stale. 

evolution  which  we  are  putting  before  our  Seventh  L'nu- 


c make  these  instructions  still  more  precise  by  declaring 
gftfss#  Qj  f|  couHtfr-Ttvolutiitnaiy  u tir  against  tin  Soviet 

1,1  //jr  Co mmunisls  must  call  on  all  tht  toilers  to  h*  Ip  by  all 
V wil1  j a 1 a fjy  cos  t to  hr  in  g a b out  t h c vie  t a t y o f i h c R c d A t m y 
imperialist  armies . { 

that  this  line  is  sufficiently  clear;  it  corresponds  to  the 
V cs  of  millions  of  toilers.  And  if  someone  asks  us  what  is  the 
^ of  this  line  and  hmv  we  shall  act  in  the  various  concrete 
war  that  may  possibly  arrive,  we  have  only  one  reply  to 


c^c,>  -n  cach  case  we  shall  act  as  Marxists,  as  Bolsheviks;  in 
£1)  V words,  wc  shall  begin  by  an  exact  appraisal  of  the  concrete 
•lion,  of  the  character  of  the  war  which  is  about  to  be  fought, 

Sf  the  relations  of  class  forces  at  cach  given  moment,  of  the  extent 
f ur  forces  and  the  forces  of  our  adversaries,  and  on  the  basis  of 
ol  °\.act  cStimate  of  the  position  wc  shall  decide  our  immediate 
3,1  cnee tives  and  the  concrete  forms  of  our  work.  We  shall  never 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  one  of  the  chief  qualities  of  a Bolshevik 
•^that  of  being  able  to  unite  the  greatest  loyalty  to  principles 
with  the  greatest  capacity  of  manoeuvring  and  the  greatest 

flexibility- 

Look  at  the  example  given  by  our  comrades  of  the  Chinese  Red 
Army.  Forced  by  the  attack  of  the  reactionary  troops  into  a 
situation  which  seemed  hopeless,  they  succeeded,  by  temporarily 
abandoning  the  provinces  which  they  could  no  longer  hold,  in 
shifting  the  struggle  to  other  districts  and  in  winning  as  a result 
still  greater  and  more  solid  jmsitions  than  those  which  they  pre- 
viously possessed.  In  this  heroic  3,000  kilometre  march  of  the 
Chinese  Red  Army  through  the  provinces  of  Central  China,  what 
is  remarkable  is  not  only  the  heroism  of  its  participants  but  also 
their  outstanding  political  maturity  and  the  flexibility  of  their 
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(Aftplaus*.)  Only  a parly  educated  in  ..  „ . 
SrffcS  cinccive  and  carry  ll.ro.^h  sue*  „ truiy^-vj, 
51>  . . . M-iv  all  our  parties  he  able  to  slim,  the\. 

niantyutn.-  ' time  <>t  war.  May  all  our  parties  h "’lc  W 

SftfiS  .hen,.  I.  * fr,m  .,.i»  miKle  <„ 


Of  converting  into  cannon -lom.cr : ...  . you  are  not  , 

ficientlv  connected  with  these  masses  of  the  youth,  nor  **,»<* 
workers  of  your  war  factories,  nor  with  the  Peasants  of  yo£  % 
fages;  you  are  not  able  to  fee  sure  that  when  war  breaks  > 
thL  masses  will  take  the  path  of  Licbknecht  and 
which  vou  are  pointing  out  to  them.  \mt  will  have  to  carry  ‘ Sl 
a great  and  difficult,  truly  Bolshevik  work  to  wrest  these  nL  1 
from  the  influence  of  chauvinism.  *** 

I want  to  say  to  our  Spanish  comrades  : uv  have  praised  v 
for  the  heroism  of  your  fighters  at  the  barricades.  But  perh^ 
vou  would  have  performed  a greater  service  to  all  the  Parties  ^ 
the  Communist  International  and  to  our  Congress,  y0u 
passed  so  recently  through  the  fire  of  civil  war,  if  y0u  . ® 
severely  criticised  the  conduct  of  your  organisations  during 
davs  of  street  fighting.  Vou  would,  perhaps,  have  arrived  at 
conclusion  that  your  organisations  as  such  w ere  not  equal  to  t]i» 
height  of  the  teachings  of  Marx  and  Lenin  on  the  art  of  insurree 
tion,  that  they  did  not  understand  that  it  was  not  a questi0n 
merely  of  dying  like  heroes  at  the  barricades  but  of  leading  the 
fight  of  the  masses  as  a whole,  of  never  losing  the  initiative  and 
of  being  able  to  wrest  the  leadership  from  the  hands  of  wavering 
elements  who  could  only  surrender  at  the  first  difficulties.  If  you 
had  subjected  your  action  during  the  street  battles  to  a severe 
criticism,  you  would  have  given  great  help  to  the  comrades  of 
other  countries  in  understanding  how  great  is  the  difficulty  of  the 
task  of  converting  imperialist  war  into  civil  war  against  the  bour- 
geoisie, how  great  is  the  difficulty  of  carrying  out  the  tasks  facing 
the  Communist  Party  during  civil  war.  (Applause.)  > 

I would  also  like  to  say  to  our  comrades  of  the  French  Com. 
munist  Party  : you  have  been  able  with  your  courageous  tactical 
turn  to  raise  high  our  banner  in  your  country.  This  imposes  on 
you  a great  obligation,  not  only  before  us  but  before  the  masses. 
The  class  struggle  goes  forward.  It  is  necessary  to  be  equal  to 
the  tasks  which  history  imposes  on  us.  In  case  of  war  these  tasks  i 


. (iremely  difficult,  extremely  complicated  for  you.  You 
vvill  ^ Evolutionary  traditions,  such  as  th«  example  of  the 
£ iyQtt  of  Robespierre  ant!  Carnot,  who  were  able 
J^b'n\*,iisly  to  carry  on  civil  \v:ir  within  the  country  an d heat 

tJ£  reaction  at  the  frontiers-  Vou  have  the  revolt! - 
lbCtra<iiiion  of  the  Paris  Commune,  which  was  able  to  raise 
(fjuar)  ^ ^ defence  of  the  country  and  which  transformed 

ttigb  1 1 banner  of  defence  of  the  revolution,  But,  in  taking  the 
jt  into  j oUt  by  the  Commune,  we  do  imt  want  to  be  defeated 
^ vvant  to  conquer  ! For  this  it  is  necessary  to  have  the 
up*11'  0£  tbe  masses  of  workers,  peasants  and  petty  bourgeoisie, 
$upP°  entire  iieople  of  France.  We  must  have  a steel  leadership, 
cnii>ist-Stalinist  Party,  equal  to  its  j-reat  historical  task, 

3 tnI  ' Mbi  like  to  sav  all  the  comrades  of  all  the  Communist 


P,!ties°rcpresented  hcrc  : 
War  will  be  a very  com 

* - ■ ■ 4 b K m m m ■ 


plicated  political  matter,  but  at  the  same 


V jt  will  be  ft  very  simple  and  concrete  matter  as  far  as  con- 
^nie  the  conditions  in  which  we  shall  have  to  work  and  fight, 
^husiasm  alone  will  not  avail.  There  will,  perhaps,  even  be 
^ Tittcn  resolutions.  There  will  be  the  factory  and  the 
n°  hes  where  it  will  be  necessary  to  decide  without  waverings 
tre  most  difficult  problems,  because  all  waverings  will  cost  us 
jt  ;s  therefore  necessary  from  to-day  for  us  to  educate  all 
dC  parties,  all  organisations,  all  cadres,  every  Party  member,  in 
the  spirit  of  maximum  initiative  and  personal  responsibility . 
This  can  only  be  attained  as  the  result  of  the  widest  ideological 
1 natation  and  the  closest  contact  with  the  masses. 

To-day  we  are  a great  army  which  is  lighting  for  peace.  We 
cannot  foresee  and  no  one  can  foresee  how  long  our  struggle  for 
Ce  can  continue.  It  may  be  a year,  it  may  be  more,  it  may  be 
only  a few  months.  We  must  be  ready  at  any  moment. 

Our  Congress  has  traced  out  a Leninist  line  of  action  this  is 
already  a first  guarantee  of  victory.  We  have  a great  force,  the 
Bolshevik  Parly.  We  have  a leader.  Comrade  5 tel i n (applause) , 
of  whom  we  know  that  lie  has  always,  in  the  most  difficult 
moments,  found  the  line  which  has  led  to  victory,  our  leader, 
Comrade  Stalin,  who,  during  the  years  of  civil  war,  was  sent  by 
Lenin  to  all  the  fronts  where  victory  seemed  to  be  escaping  the 
toilers  of  the  U.S.S.U.  And  everywhere,  from  Perm  to  Tsaritzin, 
from  Petrograd  to  the  Southern  front,  Stalin  re-established  the 
position,  defeated  the  enemy,  and  assured  victory. 

The  world  party  of  the  Bolsheviks  and  of  Stalin  is  the 
guarantee  of  our  victory  on  a world  scale.  Let  us  close  our  ranks, 
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, . i„  the  fight  assist  war*  1‘vacc,  Ui 

comrade.*',  ,jet  [;nion.  , r 

defence  of***  • |)aimer  0{  proletarian  mU-mati.,,,,,,; 

*****  WrJ  Kn^eh,  I.finn  and  Stalin  ! ^ 

bumicr  <*«  ;um|,h  of  tlic  revolution  of  Snciulian  tI]r 

l.onK  h«  *j»  (/>roJowgrrf.  stormy  applause.  The 
out  the  _Ht)r  , /'/HttrgJc  lircoli*  I fit’  I »tt  i nationutc  '*  ,*  ^9b| 
stand  ana  A’r<  1 , dt(i  //jcir  «i’e/i>i/rr.  OiVs  o/  " //„  iw** 

j/l  IA#  <W«*,WI!W  ,w"'  * //,u 

ii  prolonged  ovation.) 

Smc  in  R»"-v  ™ IB?  "“""fT’  *2to  U,"%  "ST  *•«,*, 
aw“w  Avgust  17.  >935  °\ 

/The  delegates  stand  and  greet  the  appearance  of  Co 
Ercoli  on  the  platform;  they  give  him  an  ovation  and  sing  J£ 

14  Internationale.1  f]  , . 

ComraJes,  .he  very  ctaractcr  of  .he  d.scuM.o.js  o„ 

» imperialist  war  and  on  .he  Coni I...er„ali  *« 
fi'h,  against  .his  danger  makes  .1  Rosalde  for  me  ,o  limil  >> 

reply  to  the  discussion  to  a minimum.  # 5 

In  point  of  fact,  all  the  representatives  of  the  rcvohmW 
movement  of  the  entire  capitalist  v\oikl  and  the  colonial  C0Un|^> 
who  have  sjjoken  in  the  discussion  have  declared  their  full  * 
ment  with  the  line  of  my  report  and  with  the  analysis  how 
danger  of  a new  imperialist  war  is  maturing,  and  how  the  hour 
veoisie.  and  especially  the  most  reactionary  parties  of  the  bou/ 
geoisie— German  National-Socialism,  the  Japanese  militarise 
Italian  fascism,  the  extreme  war  parties  of  the  bourgeois;; 
throughout  the  world— arc  preparing  a new  imperialist  war. 

AH  the  comrades  have  shown  by  their  speeches  that  they  are  jj 
full  agreement  with  the  fundamental  point  of  my  report;  I have 
in  mind  that  dose  connection  which  exists  at  the  present  time 
between  our  fight  for  peace  and  against  imperialist  war  and  our 
fight  against  fascism. 

At  the  present  moment  the  danger  of  war  threatens  concretely 
from  three  sides:  from  German  National-Socialism,  from  jm. 
ptrialist  Japan  and  from,  Italian  fascism.  These  are  the  most 
reactionary  states;  they  are  states  that  have  either  abolished  the 
regime  of  bourgeois  democracy  or  that  have  never  possessed  it 
states  striving  for  war,  desiring  war,  already  waging  war. 

Capitalist  reaction  is  war;  fascism  is  war.  This  is  what  actual 
reality  demonstrates  to  us  now. 

By  concentrating  the  forces  of  the  Communist  vanguard  of  the 
working  class  against  fascism,  we  create  the  necessary  conditions 
for  the  success  of  our  fight  against  war  and  for  peace. 


. piiiiitrov,  in  his  historic  report  made  to  our  Congress, 

C***  for  vhi‘  Communist  International  and  the  world  pro- 
l*>iilK<  V.  j;,lL.  „f  effective  struggle  against  fascism  as  also  the 
0f  olir  fight  against  war  and  for  peace. 
jnisic  J1  jjic  defects  of  the  discussion  was  that  the  speeches  of 
0|lC  ” t-ibinii  pall  bore,  perhaps,  Pw>  much  of  a general  chnrac- 
flll  was  nut  shown  concretely  in  the  speeches  what  must 

ler.  * *(1j,tnre  of  our  struggle  against  war  at  the  present  time, 
be  l‘ie ^ prcsent  day  we  are  already  face  to  face  with  war.  Japan 
A*  . iv;,j  against  China;  nevertheless,  the  majority  of  the 
i>  *gt  i>;iriies  still  neglect  the  tasks  of  the  fight  for  defence 

ColS? Chinese  Revolution, 

cl ^ comrades,  hy  thu  way,  put  forward  in  the  discussion  a 
^^question  of  a tactical  character.  This  is  the  question  of 
Sf601 uitude  to  gas-mask  exercises  which  are  being  carried  on  now 
°Ur  u capitalist  countries,  and  in  which  workers  as  well  as,  in 
in  a t the  whole  civil  population  arc  being  compelled  to 

general p 

^u'e'must  decide  this  question  in  accordance  with  our  general 
j(J  t]lc  struggle  against  war.  I said,  and  l repeat,  that  we 
I,ne  nQt  taije  the  standpoint  of  boycotting  gas-mask  exercises  in 
nllli’  j_  That  would  surely  be  a deviation  on  the  side  of  narrow, 
Parian  a114*  even  anarchistic  anti-militarism,  which  could  only 
^ our  way  to  establishing  connections  with  the  wide  masses. 

Gas  masks  are  just  as  much  a weapon  as  any  other.  The  gas 
k is  a weapon  of  a defensive  character;  it  can  be  employed 
^riiig  civil  war  since  poison  gases  belong  to  the  type  of  weapons 
d*hich  the  bourgeoisie  make  use  of  in  the  struggle  against  the 
forking  class  for  dispersing  demonstrations,  anti  during  strikes. 
\nd  we  must  know  how  to  defend  ourselves  from  this  barbarous 
weapon  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

It  would  also  be  incorrect  to  justify  the  attitude  of  boycott  by 
the  argument  that  gas  masks  are  of  no  use.  Such  an  assertion 
only  facilitates  the  spreading  of  the  untrue  opinion,  that  the 
development  of  military-technical  resources  has  now  reached  such 
a level  as  to  make  defence,  and  therefore  war  too,  impossible. 
There  arc  pacifists  who  adhere  to  this  mistaken  point  of  view,  but 
we  must  firmly  stand  by  our  own. 

Workers  who  are  threatened  by  gas  attacks  in  any  war,  includ- 
ing in  civil  war,  are  entitled  to  ask  us  ; why  should  we  not 
prepare  ourselves  for  this  war  also? 

Utilising  the  gas-mask  exercises  conducted  by  the  bourgeoisie, 
we  must  put  forward  a number  of  immediate  demands  which 
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would  link  .«  «itl>  the  iwms  devtl°l*  «trU(fg] 
masses  for  peace  and  asamM  war . 

The  more  important  and  moro  sei.eral  cp.esUon  of  ,hft  „ 


of  T»Vr  of  national  defence  in  Europe,  and  of  the  posiij^0^ 
proletariat  in  »«*  a case  was  ra.se, d in  the  speech  of  «* 
I , j tHU.,  The  prospect  of  a war  oi  national  liberation  L.,„.  ra<l( 
not  only  the  Dutch  Party  but  also  a number  of  other  Parti 
we  must  welcome  as  a sign  ot  political  iiiaturity  the  fact  q.  ‘ 4|)<| 
representatives  of  all  the  parties  concerned  adopted  a Co 
Marxian  position  on  this  question. 

The  prospect  of  the  possibility  of  national  wars  in  luUop. 
in  the  period  of  imperialism  was  put  forward  by  Lenin  as  ta  , 
1916  in  his  polemic  with  Rosa  Luxemburg  on  the  question  0f/5 
pamphlet  published  under  the  pseudonym  of  Junh,s  *«r 
Luxemburg  denied  the  possibility  ol  national  wars  because  J* 
world  was  completely  divided  up  between  several  imPciJSt 
" f)i£»  *'  powers;  from  which  it  follows,  she  maintained,  that 
war,  even  if  at  the  beginning  it  has  a national  character,  bccom 
an  imperialist  war  inasmuch  as  it  inevitably  touches  on  the  :** 
terests  of  one  of  the  imperialist  powers  or  imperialist  coalitj0'n' 
Answering  Rosa  Luxemburg,  Lenin  pointed  out  that  fron) 
purely  theoretical  point  of  view  it  was  impossible  to  deny  / 
hyi>othesis  of  the  conversion  even  of  the  World  War  of  igi^  ^ * 
a national  war.  Then,  reviewing  the  problem  of  the  concrete  p0  ° 
sibility  of  national  wars  in  Europe,  Lenin  pointed  out  that  suCk 
wars  would  be  possible  especially  in  the  case  of  the  victory  of  th 
revolution  in  Russia  and  of  the  extreme  exhaustion  of  the  forces  1 
of  the  big  powers  in  the  war  of  1914,  and  that  national  war 
against  the  imperialist  powers  are,  in  this  case,  not  only  possib)! 
and  probable  but  are  inevitable  and  will  have  a progressive,  revo.  ■ 
lutionary  character.  I 

The  situation  which  w’e  are  facing  at  the  present  time  has  much  i 
in  common  with  that  which  Lenin  foresaw'  as  early  as  1916.  • 

The  victory  of  the  revolution  in  Russia  is  a fact;  the  extreme 
weakening  of  the  big  imperialist  powers  after  the  war  is  also  a 
fact;  but  in  addition  we  have  also  fascism,  German  National. 
Socialism,  w'hich  threatens  with  its  bayonets  the  freedom  and 
national  independence  of  a number  of  small  peoples  in  Europe.  I 
Hence,  we  must  not  only  confirm  the  prospect  outlined  by  Lenin  ! 
in  ^916,  but  also  emphasise  the  tasks  which  arise  before  our 
Parlies  inasmuch  as  this  prospect  becomes  real. 

In  the  theses  of  the  Sixth  World  Congress  it  is  emphasised  that 
participation  in  a national-liberation  war  and  support  of  it  sign.. 


tliot  the  proletariat,  in  supporting  such  a war,  undertakes 
fi*5  nlfK>rary  co-iqnTation  with  the  bourgeoisie/1  Hut  this  Icnv 
4t  w cooperation  must  never  lead  to  renouncing  the  class 
jCi  1 . e. , it  cannot  and  must  not  ever  be  a reformist  co- 
Str Nation-  11  is  t,lu  mQrv  necessary  Lo  stress  this  because  the 
^1**  ggQisie,  as  we  know,  even  if  it  is  comj>elied  at  a given 
to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  national  independence  and 
f^doin,  is  always  ready  to  go  over  to  the  camp  of  the  adversary 
*r  face  of  the  danger  of  thy  war  being  converted  into  a people's 
lt\r  ond  of  :i  mighty  upsurge  of  the  masses  of  workers  and 
demanding  the  satisfaction  of  their  class  demands, 
defending  the  national  freedom  of  small  countries, 
ihi'eatencd  by  imperialist  aggression,  we  shall  defend  everything 
that  is  progressive  in  the  national  sentiment  of  the  small  people’s 
^ggling  for  their  independence,  hm  we  shall  decisively  refuse 
to  undertake  defence  of  the  reactionary  ix>Iicy  of  the  bourgeoisie, 
jvo  other  policy  of  defending  the  national  independence  of  the 
pall  peoples  is  possible.  In  Europe  there  exist  such  small 
countries  as  Holland  and  Belgium  whose  national  independence 
Is  clearly  menaced  by  a predatory  and  interventionist  war  of 
£;erm*m  National -Socialism.  At  the  same  time,  the  bourgeoisie 
cf  these  countries  oppresses  an  extensive  colonial  empire,  There 
js  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  in  these  countries  our  policy  of 
defence  of  national  freedom  must  never  be  Separated  from  Teal 
stm£glc  for  the  liberation  of  the  oppressed  and  exploited  peoples 
of  the  colonics.  " A people  that  wishes  to  be  free  may  not  make 
other  peoples  its  slaves.”  Guided  by  these  words  of  Marx,  we 
prove  by  our  whole-hearted  struggle  for  the  widest  application  of 
the  principal  of  national  self-determination  in  all  countries  that 
the  working  class  is  the  sole  progressive  force  on  which  to  base  a 
policy  of  active  counteraction  to  the  fascist  tyranny  threatening 
all  nations. 


The  questions  raised  by  the  British  and  Dutch  comrades  are  in 
themselves  important,  big  questions,  but  they  are  partial,  con- 
crete questions  of  our  tactics. 

Finally,  it  is  essential  to  emphasise  the  factor  that  at  the 
present  time  is  at  the  centre  of  the  problems  of  the  fight  against 
war  and  is  directly  connected  with  the  perspective  that  we,  in 
fighting  for  peace,  put  forward  not  only  before  ourselves  but 
before  the  working  class  and  toilers  of  the  whole  world. 

We  have  analysed  the  new  features  of  the  international  situa- 
tion. We  have  singled  out  the  most  important  of  them.  We 
must  emphasise  with  all  our  force  that  the  review  of  these  factors 
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. . , ,iitv  loads  us  to  tile  conclusion  that  our  fight  fo, 

M ‘■gJSSLatty  but  that  at  the  present  time  it  |1(ls 
4323  ,„c£«  S ««r  previously  .xhMd.  "'*>  .U.h 

In  affirming  this,  we  do  not  by  any  ituaiis  clianKc  our  M„ 

elirt  nu^stioil  £*f  Will'*  W t1  kiHUv  and  ^ 


, / :^vv  ;tl  the  (i  nest  ion  wjir.  '>  e know  and  confine 

:rf,r"p, .!■>■  -...I...;-.  <i...  «5sy» 

“‘J,  develop  without  enveloping  tiro  peoples  in  the  horro,  “ 


‘ittl! 


W*There  have  been  certain  so-called  “ Marxists  ” who  attem. 
to  Slur  over  or  to  revise  this  postii.-n,  asserting  that  capita^ 
lid  organise  “ and  develop  a ong  a peace, il  path.  A„ 


e-auld  “organise  ‘ * * , / tiw 

wpoi.unist  theories  of  the  possri»l..y  of  a iwacoful  •;  orcaniw^ 
development  of  capitalism  have  loop  ago  sintered  shipureelt.  0„ 
S,  other  hand,  however,  as  we  know,  then,  were  and  still  » 
endeneivs  to  take  up  a fatalist  position-  1 his  position  js  a * 
seouencc  of  .he  distortion  of  the  enact  meaning  of  the  Manti" 
aWertion  of  the  impossibDity  of  separating  war  from  the  capiu]i£ 

regime.  , , t , 

This  fatalist  jxoint  of  view  leads  to  ^ie  fl-"lu  fo1  Peace  hc*in„ 
considered  impossible,  devoid  of  al  prospects  a hopeless  figh* 
which  has  no  chance  of  success  as  long  .is  the  capitalist  regim(. 

The  consequence  of  this  false  position  was  also  that  tiarro\v 
sectarian  character,  confined  within  the  limits  of  propaganda 
alone,  which  stamped  the  anti-war  struggle  of  our  Parties 
throughout  a Jong  period* 

They  limited  themselves  to  propaganda  against  war  solely 
within  the  ranks  of  the  vanguard  of  the  working  class,  starting 
out  from  the  point  of  view  that  only  this  vanguard  could  be  con. 
vinced  of  the  inevitability  of  war  under  the  capitalist  regime. 
This  led  to  the  loss  of  connections  with  the  widest  masses  which, 
on  entering  into  the  struggle,  desire  to  have  before  them  a pros- 
pect of  a successful  outcome  of  this  struggle.  Under  these  con- 
ditions, our  fight  against  war  could  not  have  the  requisite  suc- 
cess * Taking  into  account  the  whole  totality  of  the  new  features 
which  characterise  the  present  situation,  we  must  correct  these 
mistakes. 

What  are  these  new  features? 

x*  The  existence  of  the  Soviet  Union — of  a country  in  which 
the  working  class,  being  in  possession  of  power,  uses  this  power 
for  defence  of  peace  and  for  preservation  of  peace,  both  in  the 
interests  of  the  building  of  Socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  in 
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of  the  lulling  imi^scs  of  the  whole  world,  in  the 
hC  and  the  progress  of  humanity, 

f ° , 0f  Mippm  t (of  tremendous  significance  in  our 

• ifflM  peace)  gives  this  struggle  a prospect  of  success  such 

nreviously  existed.  


. never  V . forces  of  the  working  class  have  come  into  move- 
I,  ever-widening  fronl  they  arc  coming  out  against  the 

-cpt;  •»  criiiK-,  lighting  for  their  urgent  demands,  fighting 

c*^ta,iSf  seism-  They  are  striving  for  the  unification  of  their 
ll*  -s  t.  This  impulse  of  the  masses  towards  unity 
force*  'fehl  against  fascism,  which  is  at  the  same  time  an  ur^c 
in  the  *l®  |1jly‘  iti  the  fight  against  war,  is  now  compelling  even 
l\  f i\w  Second  International  to  revise  their  position, 
(jays  the  Ifxecutive  Committee  of  the  Second  Inter- 
In  a me<it  in  Brussels  and  will  once  again  discuss  a solu- 
'c  problems  that  confront  us,  the  question  of  what  posi- 
tion ° to  lie  adopted  by  the  working  class  in  the  fight  against 

I [0^ 


ought  to 


Wftf-  . t remains  for  us  is  to  express  the  hope  that  at  this  ses- 
A**  r the  Executive  Committee  persons  will  be  found  who  will 
5i°”  0 ,0  reflect  the  ever-strengthening  desire  of  the  masses  of 

be  democratic  workers  for  struggle  for  peace,  and  who  will  be 
*vc  real  expression  to  this  desire  for  struggle,  not  only 
aljle  to  resolutions  on  this  question,  but  also  by  drawing 


+fltr  new  I jt  1 1 lUin  tjUb.uion,  »'OL  iii.i'F  i ' j 

by  i^1' necessary  conclusions  so  that  tlie  war-mongers  will  be 
a11  * -rl  by  a mighty  united  front  of  struggle  not  only  of  the 
°PP?*rs  ]H',t  aiso  of  the  widest  masses  of  toilers. 

''^  Hatred  of  imperialist  war  is  growing  not  only  among  the 
3'  * f workers,  but  also  among  the  masses  of  the  petty  bour- 

n,a^^  among  the  intellectuals.  Never  was  hatred  of  war  so 

£fand  powerful  as  now 

Consequently,  the  possibility  exists  of  drawing  into  the  tight 
f ° cc  those  strata  that  up  to  now  have  not  participated  in 
j*tical  fights  and  that  constitute  a considerable  force  capable  of 
«ming  out  against  the  instigator  of  war— fascism. 

Finally,  we  have  shown  that  at  the  present  time  deep  diver- 
encies  exist  within  the  front  itself  of  the  imperialists.  Along- 
side the  capitalist  states  that  are  the  chief  instigators  of  war, 
there  exist  also  bourgeois  states  that  are  interested  in  the  pre- 
servation of  peace,  and  small  countries  that  desire  to  defend  peace 
because  they  have  every  ground  for  fearing  an  attack  on  their 
independence  on  the  part  of  German  National -Socialism. 

In  virtue  of  all  these  causes,  a new  situation  is  taking  shape 
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before  rtu*  working  class.  'Hie  front  of  struggle  v«  • 

fm  (n  ice  can  now  be  organised  not  only  as  n 

R-iwrd  of  the  working  class  snuggling  «,,,  nK.  of  tht  ^ 

rapitalfot  regime.  We  can  n„«  draw  new  forces  i,„  ,r°'v 

. - . * _ 1 _ _ f . ■.  H till.  . .Oil  li  lii.l  4 I*  - T t ■ O till  UL 


cajmaiiM  rc|gnM^-  forces  i!r.  ^ M i 

This  front  ind tides,  an  tliir  onv  h*nult  Hh-  \vlio]e  n\  ls*  !*'**  fr/% 
the  stafe  in  which  power  is  ill  the  hands  of  the  proKH°V0il^ 
Mate  gives  the  masses  a magnificent  vx.unpk.  how  ’o'- 

peace  and  to  preserve  it.  I*‘nr  thnt  reason  it  has  a„°,  ^Sht  ,1' 
stands  for  defence  of  peace.  On  the  other  hand,  uv  arni*  il* 
into  the  front  of  the  tight  for  peace  the  working  dr/' 

countries  where  power  is  Still  in  the  hands  of  the  capita]1*-**  ftf  ft 
Wc  can  draw  into  the  front  of  struggle  for  peace  the-  'Mv  ' 
Social-Democratic  toilers  and  w ide  masses  of  pacifists  c**®1*** 
women,  youth,  national  minorities  that  find  themselves 
and  their  organisations.  \\  e can  draw  into  the  ranks  of  !?Vn;,e^ 

. 4 4.  J1  [hi.-  * 


fciim  i - - * * uair^S  Q|  jl  " Mj 

even  those  bourgeois  governments  which  at  the  present  *K  fr°5> 
are  interested  in  the  preservation  of  peace.  n,0n)etj. 

Under  such  circumstances,  vve  must  in  concluding  tj,  , 
sion  on  this  point  of  the  agenda  of  otir  Congress,  boldly*  ' *Sc,ft- 
ward  the  following  perspective:  that  it  is  not  only  s k-* 


Under  such  circumstances,  we  must  in  concluding 
sion  on  this  point  of  the  agenda  of  otir  Congress,  bojat  1 ( ’^v 

* > ii  - *L.i  •*  ? . v hiii  t. 


O ill  Vi  inv  loinfii  1*1,^  j * * oi  tfujy  7 V\Cc  1 1 * *' 

postpone  war  but  that  it  is  possible  also  to  prevent” the  , » 
of  a new  imperialist  war. 

Hut  for  this  prospect  to  become  real,  our  whole  fight 
war  must  take  on  a character  profoundly  different  froii  ^ 
which  it  previously  possessed.  *“*t 


We  must  break  through  the  narrow  bounds  of  the  former 
war  and  anti-militarist  work,  we  must  give  otir  light  for  peace  ' 
widest  character,  as  far  as  possible  embracing  the  whol«*  r f 

oeoolo.  e 0f  % 


people.  ,l,e 

Take  the  peace  ballot  held  in  England  which  mobilised  ele- 
million  persons.  Here  is  an  example  which  our  comrades  sho'i* 
follow,  here  is  an  initiative  which  the  British  comrades  shouf^ 


have  taken  into  their  own  hands  in  order  to  put  theinsehc 


head  of  the  masses  of  people  desirous  of  defending  peace.  * 

Of  course,  comrades,  we  have  to  deal  with  a monstrous  enemv 

with  fascism,  that  holds  power  in  its  hands  in  a number  Vt 

countries  and  utilises  this  power  in  order  to  make  propaganda  for 

war,  to  prepare  it  and  wage  it.  But  we  know.  Comrade  Dimitrov 

showed  us,  and  all  actual  reality  is  a witness  of  it  for  us,  that  th» 

power  of  fascism  is  unstable,  undermined  by  very  deep  internal 

contradictions,  and  by  no  means  guaranteed  against  the  out  burn 
of  class  struggle.  ursi 

K the  German  working  class,  led  by  its  Communist  Party,  on 


7* 


*t#  forces  mid  imiiiDjf  it.se If  :it  the  head  of  alt  the  ami- 
Qf  tlic  country,  * ould  ck*H%cr  ♦*  mortal  blow  lo  tht* 
W*  1 Soci^h^t  regime,  only  thmk,  com  ruck's,  what  colossal 

. #4  i If  I I i *■'  ■ " M * A . t . 1 l i . I 1 ii  fe  _ A "«  . . _ .41  A ■ !■  T I . i k m _ » Ik  JHL  1 


ijillO11 


indices 


this  fact  would  have  for  llu.*  enure  international 


^ .Tthc  point  of  vi  ew  ui  the  prospi-cts  nf  war  this  would 
^*nv  ph^fige  the  situation  for  the  working  class  of  the  whole 
,t  wouJd  open  up  a new  path  and  new  possibilities  for  our 

•tfior  peace- 

(if:111  ;i  vcry  great  responsibility  before*  the*  toilers  of  the-  whole* 
js  i>nrne'  by  those  Parties  that  are*  struggling  in  the 
tvoi  ^ fascist  dictatorsliip  in  the-  tirst  place,  our  Gurnian , 
^t"  n a»d  Japanese  comrades.  Every  success  of  their  struggle 
* s up  new  prospects  for  our  fight  for  peace*. 
of*?  less  responsibility  falls  on  the  Communist  Parties  of  all  the 

countries-  They  have  the  obligation  to  implant  the  follow* 
ot“e^onvictior>  deeply  into  the*  masses  : the*  light  for  peace  has 
res  of  success  if  only  all  enemies  of  war,  all  friends  of  peace, 
c^a1  . the  working  class,  forces  of  the  wide*  masses  of  the*  petty* 


k^recoisiei  intellectuals,  threatened  national  minorities,  and  the 
themselves  that  are  interested  at  the  present  moment  in  the 
Sta serration  of  peace,  join  together  and  opi>ose  a mighty  front 
Gainst  the  instigators  and  inciters  of  war. 

* giving  this  new  scope  to  our  fight  for  peace  and  opening  up 
□eh  a prospect  of  success  and  victory  for  it,  we  do  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  alter  our  Marxist  position  on  the  questions  of  war 

and  peace. 

\Ve  know  that  in  the  struggle  between  the  war  parties  and  the 
forces  of  peace,  the  very  fate  of  the  capitalist  regime  is  at  stake. 

To  avoid  war,  to  preserve  peace  for  as  long  as  possible*  -means 
. fhc  same  time  to  act  in  the  interests  of  the  cause  of  socialism, 
ruder  conditions  of  peace,  the  forces  of  Socialism,  which  are  the 
forces  of  progress,  are  consolidated  and  advance  onwards. 

\Vc  shall  convey  to  the  whole  world  our  profound  conviction 
that  the  preservation  of  peace  is  possible,  that  it  is  possible  to 
hinder  war,  that  under  definite  conditions  to  avoid  war  is  a thing 
that  is  possible  and  realisable.  On  the  basts  of  this  conviction 
we  shall  gather  around  us  millions  of  persons  for  the  struggle  for 
the  great,  most  just  ami  most  Socialist  cause — the  cause  of  peace . 

The  Bolshevik  Party,  led  by  our  Comrade  Stalin,  which  is  the 
most  consistent  revolutionary  Party  of  all  parties  that  have  ever 
existed,  gives  us  an  example  of  consistent  struggle  for  jjeace  con- 
ducted under  the  most  difficult  conditions  and  nevertheless 
crowned  with  success. 
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Muv  tl*«  ffcht  o{  ,hC  *ho!c  I.,ten.a,i0l)llI  f 

a * r,„  u.j|i|  the  same  > Wl  1 * ll"  !*!,,uc  c«>m-1( 


JhV  «nc  determination  and  will,  the  .same 

? i t*  crowned  with  the  same  success  ! 
also  Will  he  ■ of  tlo-  fiulit  for  t 


thtis|nSnw‘  • win 

u,*e .. 


i— ■ w.  *. , " 

this  tanner  before  the  millions  of  toilers  <.f  the  whole  Worl^  /^H 
Sl^nd  it  from  the  fascists,  from  all  the  v*r.,n< ’ Hr, 
?"!*.„  ,1-  fttr  us  the  most  certain  guarantee  that  the  mi]. 
Herein  its  to  the  strucsjle  for  rtvolmj 


/oderswid*  to-morrow  follow  us  to  the  struck-  for 
^vSerd  aPPlause.  drvelopin^inlo  an  ovation 
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FURTHER  SPEECHES  AT  THE  CONGRESS 


The  C.P.  of  France  Fight  for  the  People’s  Front.  Marcc| 

Cachin ■ 

The  Successes  of  the  Anti-Fascist  United  Front,  Maurice 

Thorez  

For  Peace!  For  the  Defence  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Andre 
Marty  ... 
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